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regime we fund 


EXCLUSIVE 


Andrew GnnM 


Western governments have felled to 
heed dear waniiop fr om their s* 
teffigenra services that the Albanian 
goveromoil is deeply involved m or- 
ganised crime rackets. 

- AaxmJii^toa mm*erof hrtriE- 
gstcxi sources from (fiffissentcaETtmtzics 
ctanacted by The Independent , das- 

. sified documents have drodated in 
V*stoHi capitals fcnr the last two yean 
citing evidence of coQosio!) and ac- 
tive participation by members of the 
ruling Democratic Party, fadadhg 
government ministers, nr drugs tiaf- 
fickng, illegal arms rrarfa^ imd t im . 
t3 the end- of the war in Bosnia, 
latjoscate sarictiansJbusi^ 
sales to Serbia and Montenegro. 

Yet the West, mid Europe in par- 
tknla^haspoist^apolkyofafaixm 
unconifltkmal support for President 
SaE Bcrisba and his government. 
With the country now s&fing into an- 
archy as a result of the collapse of a 
series of shady pyramid investment 

- sdiemestthe belief thatMrBerisha 
could provide stability in one comer 
of the Balkans has been shattered, 
and the %st most now Bek itself why 
it did not see the d£b£de coming. 

“I find it amazing that nobody has 
blown the Ed on what has been go- 
ing cm hi Albania because it is tru- 
ly mind-boggling,” one intelligence 
source said. “We have been passing - 
this stuff on but nobody m govern- . 
mentwiants to know." _ 

Politicians in Ranee, Germany j 
and Italy have continued to praise - 
President Berisha in public asa nan 
committed ro peace, free markets 
andttedeinoa2rtB!faix£S£.Britmil 

estabBsh^falld^CTnaricr^firms 
with A&aaia ^ 

Rifldnd, fhe FbreignSecretafy;i^r 
iting the capital, Tirimai made 
cfaarg£<F affaires, Antfrew 
Ambassador. MrBerishapaid 
ave tribute to John Ma^or daring the 
Foreign Secretary's visit and de- 
clared: “I want to thank all British 
taxpayers for their aid to my coun-~ 
tiy". Mr.Berisba’s Democratic Rar-i 
|y is even allied to tbeGonservative 
Party tVmung h membership of the Fn- 

ropcanlDemocratic Uhkm,agroop- 
ing of centre-right parties. 

■ ^intelligence services have been 
TT ^M rtmg mian Th ig iTrmsIy that ABn- 


/ I want to thank all British taxpayers for • 

® their aid to my countiy — Atwna’sPiBsidaiiisaiBeiisha * 
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gaiion& iif criminal activity behind i 
pyramid schemes has been aip 
public by Western official*., 

Luigi Vigna, Italy'S chief anti-1 
prosecutor, son tinned a report by a 
small business association that Ital- 
ian organised crime groups bad 
sank money mto the scheme* in ipbe 
startup capital fiv new ventures. He 
noted that ABwnia had hew wneaaig- 
nificant producer of marijuana and 
was darolutg in the cultivation of 
coca, the raw material for cocaine. 

None of these allegations enme as 
a surprise (o ordinary Albanians who 
have long since lost fahh in the de- 
cency of (heir polfcaJ system and 
have relied cm tfrubdemfc corrup- 
tion hi the countrdp haul UHtauchns 
out of poverty tfflough vaflhus pri- 
vate scams, lfarinpdl mifflonpeo- 
rrency 

i the pyramid S^emcs^itwaspart- 



p a ^ sttoe^sriterebogB^iBnjgife^ 
i g^tevefeunKte fcggc^.gaqgster-based 
'economy & nnderthe stoctcSenlziistic 

At^^^-doroinated region con- 
trolled by Serbia; operate in Aftxa- 
nia with iin|miiify , and ^nrj] nf the 
transportation of heroin and other 
drugs across Alhanja, from Mace- 
cfimzanadGreeraearotoe to Italy, 


ijbefievtd to be organised by Sink, 
the state security police, in con- 
junction with police m fhe countries 
wtowfaic^AflianiariiaresabOTder. 

Tnteffigence agents are canvinoed 
the chain of command in the rack- 
ets goes all the way to (be top and 
have bad no hesitation in naming 
ministeis in their repents. One min- 
ister suspected of direct involvement 
in running the drugs racket has 
been dropped from the govpm- 



anarchy as a tostdt of shady pyramid investment schemes Photogaph: Bgo P&xi 


meat, but another accugfffiSI abus- 
ing Iris position to trampKt'illicrr 
goods is still in office. 

During the warm Bosnia thie com- 
pany that enjoyed a monopoly cm the 
import and export of oil was run di- 
- the Democratic Party and 
. by its chief, Tritan Shehu, 
now the Deputy Prime Minister 
and Foreign Minister. 

Intelligence sources further allege 
that Sbqipanja, a company run open- 


ly by the DP, was used to run guns 
mid drugs, and these rackets arecou- 
tinuing in other forms. 

The pyramid schemes - the vari- 
aus pseudo-banks that succeeded in 
sudang in funds from almost every 
Albanian household with the 
promise of exorbitant interest pay- 
ments before going bust - also have 
the government’s fingerprints all 
over them. Hvo weeks ago. The In- 
dependent reported suspicions that 


the sdhetnes wdre buoyed up by the 
influx of fends from organised crime 
and used for money-laundering 

The biggest of all the schemes, run 
by Albania s largest private company 
Vefa Holdings, is identified closely 
with the government and has lavishly 
funded the DP's election campaigns. 
It is also under investigation m Italy 
for ties to the Mafias of Sicily, Cal- 
abria and Puglia. 

For the first time this week. aUc- 


lynn a cakxtlltted assumption that the 
goveri m xm'waS underwriting tla^ 
era lions with dirty money. 

President Berisha and his gov- 
ernment have been deeply unpopu- 
lar for more than two years ax their 
reputation as champions of democ- 
racy and free markets has been tar- 
nished by increasing repression 
against the political opposition, the 
independent media and the institu- 
tions of state, starting with the judi- 
ciary, which have been purged of 
anti-government voices. 

General elections held last May 
. were ifafounced at home and abroad 
as in\^ because cfwkfe^peadv^ 
rigging and intimidation witnessed ty 
international monitors from the Or- 
ganisation for Security and Cooper- 
ation in Europe. Albania has been a 
de facto one-party slate ever since. Lo- 
cal elections held in October^ were al- 
most certainly rigged as well. 

Since the outbreak a month ago 
of rioting connected to the collapse 
of the pyramid schemes, there have 
been waves of mass arrests and re- 
ports of beatings in custody. Tirana, 
the capital, is awash with secret ser- 
vice agents and inieSeciuals and op- 
position figures have been attacked 
at random. 
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An invest^gaaton .ha&gbeen 
launched ixtio fhe new 
don of super jet uwdbr 
Airways after one aftfie 
planes began to rofl 
ously and had to 
Heathrow. ■ ;**«-— 

The Air Accidents IrivcOT- . L wtion 
gation .Board, The Govern- 
ment's safety adviser, is' 
investigating the incident in- 
volving the £60m BOeing 777 af- 
ter a- team from the plane’s 
manufac turers spent a . week 
rornifmng the jet, but failed to 
reachja condusioiL ; 

- Ths BA flight 133, which 
was.«nying SS passengers to 
Jeddahim Saudi Arabia, was 
foree^ iftreim n to Heathrow - 
airocSanfi being in the air for 
am^o^rtwohmrswhenthe - 



last October., 
iraew^" 

aJer^Ks^fa w 
to a ^adipw noticed; 
wn^«^xs*cemcd to be;®oy^ 
H^randotxdy. Wbra thc&stgf- 
fice^zetumed to the^gjfttleqc, , 
hew^mialrietounderataad^flie 
. the - aircraft’s 

In-hs %andatory occur- 
4 letwe^rewtt-to feeeQvfl Ayi- 




So phfa tl ca «B<t The Bodng 777 nses enttinfredge tachuolog 


spent a weekcxaimnn^ the air- 
liner and^ijuestioning cabin 
Varew tat tatoe unable to explain 
the inc^ksDt- Parts Were also 
testedm Borings beaSquarters 
zoSeattie, btotedmiticans could 
not explain the jet’s random 
r^ncnts-A^:‘. t;- - 

was 



777s.“Safety is paramount for 
oiir customers. Our initial con- 
tusion is that the rolT was 
caused by rodder movement,” 

The 777 s considered one of 
the.most sophisticated in the 
wtndd. It uses the latest fly-by- 
wire technology. 

produced by Boeing a little 
over three years ago, British 
ofdered 35 immedBatety 
an option to. 
15-anoraeiwarib. 


Once cm the ground, the air- 
craft's black box flight recorder 
revealed that the movement 
was caused by ‘hmcanmaoded” 
rudder movements which the 
aircraft’s sophisticated flight 
computer had trad to rectify by 
using the flaps on the wings. 

Errant rudder movements 
have sparked a controversial de- 
bate in the a ircraf t world. Last 

mouth, Washington ordered 
airlines around the world to fit 
newly developed rudder systems 


Flran Abrams 

fttiffipal ^oifespondent 


mm- 



fcndcis were in-dBarray last 
night after peers inffirted a 

damaging. cm fhefVwem- 

meutln fee House of Lords. 

Opposition arocDdments to. 
g^&mbi&y to judges were cw- 
ried byjusteight votes after the 
. HcinieScqttaiywarned that- the 
move wotikl “drive a coachand 
hrases" through tiie Crime BfflL 


Last flight, the Home Office 
confirmed t^t-MkhadHow- 
ardwooWL ppempt to repair his 
Bill mtbe- House trfC&xpDons. 
The'mbvr may leave trim m- 
’posed to a further revolt from 
some Consemtiye badebendt- 
eis who are known to be un- 
teppy about the measures. 


and sexual offenders. It allows 

discreiim fbr judges in excep- 


xy sentences of -seven years on 
thircUime drug dealers and of 
throe years on tinnf-tHne bur- 


traces era second-time violent 


from .both sides of thehossear- 
goed that it was too naizbw. ' - 
They voted ISO to 372 frar ah 
amendment wfakfa would aflow 

judges to impose shorter sen- 
tences. era burglars and drug 
dealers iff ti^fdt-dnimstinwes - 
demanded it .... ...... • 

Among those who opposed 
fhe Government in the lords 
yesterday were the fcnoerMafr- 
rex of The Rolls, Lord Donald- 


son and the Lord Grief Justice, 

I rwv? Bfng tia qi 7 p rH T -taikharrl 

a Tbry Lord Chancellor, also 
voted against me GoveriusenL 
Land Bingham defied his op- 


pooents to find a criminal jus- 
tice system that worked better 
than the British one. 

“All we are asking is for the 
courts to be able to decline to 


ior moral con- 
sciences. Surely that isn't ask- 
ing too much/* he said. 


in 2,800 Boeing 737s. 

The changes were prompted 
by two unexplained crashes in 
the United States, which 
daimed more than 150 fives. In- 
vestigators suspect that they 
werecausedby extreme rockier 
movements. 

Safety campaigners said they 
were “concerned” by the in- 
vestigation. “Boeing were node 
to cany out changes on the 737s, 
but only after the US govern- 
ment acted. Will they now act 
on the 777?” said Wffljarn Beck- 
ett, who lost his daughter in the 
Manchester disaster in 1985 
and chairs a safety pressure 
group set up soon 
afterwards. 

Boeing says that the compa- 
ny has bran unable to replicate 
the “unusual” situation. ” 11161 % 
have been no other occurrences 
of the incident by BA or any 
other 777 operator around the 
world,” said a company 
spokeswoman. 


defeat 


man in the Lords, Lord McIn- 
tosh of Hariwpy, said a huge va- 
riety of offences would be 
covered by the measures. 

“Many burglars are pathetic 
losers, many dealers are them- 
selves addicts who need treai- 
ment rather than lengthy prison 
sentences," he said. 

However, Home Office min- 
ister Baroness Blaich said the 
amendments would wreck the 
JBilL They would allow judges to 
make exceptions in all cases if 
they wanted, she said. 
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Lawrence appeal 

The family of murdered Mack 
teenager Stephen Lawrence 
said they were planning civil ac- 
tion for damages against white 
his stabbing, 
appealed for <help from 
witnesses. Page 5 

Ulster on alert 
Security farces in Northern Ire- 
land were on alert following the 
IRA killing of a soldier in South 
Armagh on Wednesday, which 
produced a wave of condem- 
nation in Britain and Ireland 
and increased fears of a fresh 
spiral of violence. Page 5 

Unionist rescue 
David Trimble, the Ulster 
Unionist leader, gave a dear sig- 
nal that his party would save the 
Government from defeat when 
Labour brings its censure mo- 
tion on Monday. Labour pri- 
vately discounted defeating the 
Government. Plage 6 

Windfall promise 
Labour's new windfall tax. 
which is expected to "comfort - 
ably" raise at least £3bn. would 
form part of Gordon Brown's 
first Budget. Page 12 

Grobbdaar *ploy’ 

Goalkeeper Brace Grobbdaar 
told a court that he “played 
along" with his former business 
partner, Christopher Vincent, to 
find out who was behind a plot 
to fix games, Page 9 

Fallen hero 

Revered Israeli military leader 
Gen Moshe Dayan looted ar- 
chaeological sites and territories 
conquered by the Israeli array. 
He got away with it because lie 
was h national hero who could 
do no wrong. Page 13 
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Detective warns Sams 
could strike again 

The detective who helped capture Michael Sams yesterday warned 
that the killer “has nothing to lose by playing his games" and could - 
strike again behind bars. ' " 

Sams, who was yesterday cleared of attempted murder bnt 
convicted of false imprisonment for attacking a probation officer in 
Wfakefield Prison, is serving life for the murder of teenag er J uli e 
Dart and kidnap of estate agent Stephanie Slater, 

But West Yorkshire Detective Superintendent Bob Taylor, who 
led the Julie Dart murder inquiry, said Sams enjoyed pla ying 
games with the authorities and was unlikely to stop. 

“Sometimes what he does is for feme," he said. “1 think a 
significant feet is that during the latest incident the Rose West trial 
was on and I suspect he didn’t like being knocked off the front 
page. He has nothing to lose by playing his games - he’s got 
nothing else to amuse him. 

“Sadly I don’t t hink this will be the last thing we hear from him." 

Call for register of childcarers 

Nursery nurses yesterday called for a national compulsory register 
of nannies and other childcarers amid concern that os many of half 
of those calling themselves nannies may be unqualified. 

The demand from the Professional Association of Nursery 
Nurses came after 18-year-old Louise Woodward, working in 
America as an au pair, was accused of murderin g the nine-month- 
old baby in her care. 

The Fann, whose 4,500 members all have formal nursery nursing 
q ualific at ions, called for nannies and nursery nurses to be indudedin 
the national register of child mind ers held by local authorities. 
C h i l d mi nders are obliged to register, but nannies and nursery nurses 
are not The organisation also underfilled the difference between 
nanni e s and au pairs, like Ms Woodward, who are un qualifi ed and are 
working primarily to gam experience erf a foreign country. LucyWmti 

Beckett letters given to university 

Trinity College in Dublin 
yesterday received more than 
680 letters written by - 
playwright Samuel Beckett 
(left) to a woman friend. 

They were written over a 32- 
year period tQ radio drama 
producer Barbara Bray, who 
had a close personal and 
professional relationship with 
Beckett, and now lives in Paris. 

Ms Bray was at the ceremony 
in the university, where Beckett 
studied modern languages in 
the 1920s. 

Elton John cancels HK concert 

Elton John’s management company has pulled out of negotiations 
to stage two huge concerts in Hong Kong to mark the handover of 
the colony to China at the end of June. 

The sticking point was the failure of organisers to gain a waiver 
to strict noise restrictions at the Hong Kong stadium. Councillors 
were proposing that 40,000 concert goers each night should listen 
to Elton John on headphones rather than allow noise levels to rise 
above 70 decibels. John Reid Enterprises said the noise restriction 
made it “impossible" to stage the concerts. 

Furry Animal fined over cocaine 

.Rock star Huw “Bunf* Bunfoni, guitarist with the Super Furry 
Animals, was fined £700 yesterday for possessing cocaine found in 
his car. Bunford, 29, admitted possessing 2.65 grammes of cocaine 
worth £200. He was ordered to pay £54 -costs. fey the Newtown 
magistrates. ’ 
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A smooth-tafiang serial .killer who' befriended 
travellers along .fire 1970s hippie trail, then 
drugged them and lefLa tral of bodies across 
Nepal, Thailand, and India, tehbcuf to walk free from 
New DetoTsTThar JaftafiErnlitvqstao yearto;^" 
Charles Sobhraj, at 52,sE1lhas ttra:fethaf ebartns 
of an Asian Chades Mansdn. Even frbim bipnd bars, 
his young female adherent become wfflfag aopmpSces.. 
In jail, he’s had a string of fiancees- mos^finefgn- 
ers held for dealing drugs. He has pfedgeefto many 
a Punjabi gfri half his age just two days^dfor his 
release- which may be Ms rhoming (V^fonSqe&Xtey) 
or, mas likely, on Monday. . T . 

Sobhraj, who once boasted tohW&fogrsi|jhi^Jhat 
he. committed ton murders to. T§76 alone, is more 
cwnmg now apd denies everything. ”f regret the past, 
but don’t as&toe which part" W told reported 
outside a bail hearing this week. - 
He bungled badly on 5 July, 1976, wbeithe 
drugged a group of 60 French tourists in N«W QethV, .- 
intending to swipe their passports and cas^ but 
miscalculated the dose: The manager of toe VBtrarn 
Hotel, aghast when toe guests all collapsed in his 
lobby, summoned the police. Sobhraj also had his 
collar felt for another memorable felony: he seduced 
a dancing giri who occupied a strategically placed 
hotel room, then gagged her and tied her to toe bed 
wh3e he sawed through toe floor and looted sacks of 
gems from the jewellery store directly underneath. 

During his years hi prison, Sobhraj has poured over 
law books and considers himself an expert on Iri- 


’ • vv"> «/ 

tematfonaJ extradition. To dodge arrest ^ ^ troto^ 
'nous “bikini murders” of flvefernftde touristoOTjfet- 
be^es.vtoktowotddhavetedtoalmp^oOTttt^^^ 
viction and adeetopenaftySobhraj 
sentence on ptapose by masfemiincfovg an dlnfetos‘ 
^escape from toe lugh-security TlharJaiL OriJusbati^ 
day, hegave poisoned sweets to the wardsraa^jfcntt, * 
waltzed free, along wfto a gi^fle British tomatCpavfff. 
Hall, who he lured into the plot He then flaurrtad hifTK^ 
self as a high-profile fugitive to. Goa untfl Indian po- : 
Bee raanested fern. Abscontfingctargee kepthtovsatejy^ 
In custody while his lawyer summoned 
witnesses. The gambit worked, and toe 

M il^hetras becri&Skfei newRencfiantiherov ' 

and not onty beqause he .cajrites^.Roftch pasppdrf- 
His earlier ^cap^frxjm prtsd^brTtood^BtwTbay^ 
Kabul, .and toe GreeRJstarid of Aeginerweraqiitxotrc 
and risky. But Sobhraj never-swaggej^ evOT thougtr 
hsbasks to media attention and would frbquantiyfeterv 
phone reporters from hiseeft. Hisvoice1s*Dftand d«-" 
arming. “The mansuckscuriosfty out of you^a prison > 
wardensaiti. He even managed to ^evwttePdsort, 
I nspe ctor General, Khan Bedi, whawas dismissed ear- 
ly fromherpost partly because she?d granted Sobhraj 
too many special privileges. - 

Recently, he sold, a Paris production oorppr^.tftot, 
film rights to his We story forever $16ro.13oce hepfcks- 
up his new passport, he will be free torroarn; again. ^ 
He 16 sflB handsome wB9i mottofsatorsaYbu havebben 
warned. • Jan McGti^JtewOefhi 
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Life for road-rage killer who shot 
man in face after cars collided 


An armed motorist who 
murdered one car 
passenger and seriously 
wounded another in a 
“chilling" case of “road 
rage taken to its 
extremes”, was jailed 
for life yesterday. 

Lee Gardiner, 25, (right), 
a fatoer-of-one from 
Tottenham, north London, 
told his victims “I’ve got 
something nice for you" 
before gunning them 
down on Bank Holiday 
Monday in May last year. 

He shot toe first one in 
the face, fracturing his jaw, 
and then pumped two 
bullets into toe head of a 
second man, killing him 
Instantly. 

The car dealer then 
turned to two terrified 
bystanders who had 
witnessed the shooting 
and boasted: “Me a bad 
boy. Me a gangster.” 

Southwark Crown Court 
jury who tried him took 
less than two hours to 
convict him of murdering 


n i 



Ghanaian Benjamin 
Worae, 34, a fatoer-of- 
three, and attempting to 
murder political refugee 
Kwame Davies, also 34, 
from Africa. . 

After the unanimous 
verdicts, John Bevan, for 

the prosecution, revealed 
that Gardiner had a ' 
criminal record going 
back to toe early Eighties. 

His convictions included 
one for wounding after 


blasting a man In toe chest 
with a shotgun following a 
petty depute over a stolen 
car radio. * 

At toe time of toe road- . 
rage shooting, Gardiner - 
had been remanded on 
bail for burglary and 
beating toe home-owner 
over toe brad with an iron 
bar. He had recently been 
released from a two-year 
jail sentence. 

Passing sentence, 
judge Gerald Butier QC 
to kf Gardner: "It is a 
chilling thought that you 
murdered one man and 
attempted to murder 
another simply because 
they were in a car that was 
in collision with yours. 

“It is apparent from your 
record and from these . 
offences that you are a 
very dangerous man.” 

He said Gardiner 
would have to serve a 
mandatory life sentence 
for murder and a 
concurrent 15*year term 
for attempted murder. ' 


Bad day for Penguin as new man takes over 


In toe latest chapter of toe publishing 
world's roller-coaster tale of executive 
seal-swapping, former financial journalist 
Duncan Campbell-Smfto was yesterday 
appointed head of group strategy for 
Penguin, just as the troubled publishing 
house announced £l00m financial Irregu- 
larities. 

Mr Campbell-Smito, 46, has been 
made responsible for “clarifying key 
strategic issues" for toe group, which has 
seen a major reshuffle of senior editing 
staff in recent months. 

The former editor of toe Financial 
times' Lex column had a foretaste of 
trouble when he took charge of corporate 
relations for Pearson while its software 
arm, Mindscape, was heading for losses 
of £46m. But he stepped out of toe fray to 


attend an MBA course at toe London 
Business School and then moved to Pen- 
guin, a subsidiary of Pearson, as busi- 
ness development director last May. 

He was a journalist at toe Financial 
times for seven years before working as 
a management consultant He is also the 
author of a book on toe privatisation of 
British Airways, published in 1986. 

The publishing world has lately been 
enlivened with gossip generated by job- 
swapping in toe upper echelons of the 
business. The top job at Penguin Group 
was recently taken by Helen Fraser, for- • 
marly MD of the Reed Group of publish- 
ers, while Clare Alexander, who headed. ' 
Viking, Penguin’s dassy-but-popular Im- 
print, quit to join Macmillan. Louisa Jury 
Penguin Scandal, page 20 


HEALTH 

Cancer diagnosis can 
take up to three years 

Patients with life-threatening cancers of toe stomaefa and throat . 
fece waiting between 17 weeks and, in rare cases, ffireeyeara 
before their condition is diagnosed and treatmenthegjw, v 

according to axepoit In some cases, tumours, particulariyofthc^ 
stomach, could double in' size at least once during ttuswartmg 
period, and may severely affect the patient s chances of survival 
Iain Martin, a consultant surgeon at Leeds General lnfinmiy, 
and colleagues, examined the time taken to diagnose stomach or . 
throat cancer in 115 patients. Their report, in tomorrow’s issue ol 
the British Medical Journal, says that the average delay from firat: v 
symptoms to diagnosis was 17 weeks. The shortest wait was one 
week and the longest three-and-a-half years. ■ : ’ 

A quarter of patients faced delays of more than seven months ;j . 
before riiagnraris- Delays occurred at all stages of 'consnltetiao, but. 
the longest involved the hospitaL Patients were uaiafty qindt to 

i .J: 1 .4 .^aa (n, than* fvrrmtnmc hill “much Ol the ddav in 


HngnmtK process, the doctors said. 

ENVIRONMENT ..." J’ • 

Action urged to curb traffic growth 

Private car nse will keep on rising, along with the harai ft does T 
society, hwIp-c* Government takes mnefa firmer action to prevent it, 
ministerial advisers warn today The UK Round Ibble on 
S us t ainab le Development, set op after. the Rio Earth S ummi t to . 
advise the Government on long-term economic and environmental 
Issues, reached Its condnskms after making a study of 
No rthamp ton, a test growing town nearihe Ml whose inh a bit a n ts 
and businesses are more car-dependent than the average. 

Although the county and borough (town) councils had good 
intentions and wanted people to make more ose of public 
transport, bkydes and walking, economic realities dictated - ~- 
otberwise. The councils either lacked the powers needed to act 
decisively in favour of more enrironmentaJOy friendly forms of - , 
transport or feared that iftbey did important local businesses 
: Would desert Northampton for ©the*; more car friendly towns. .. 

' The report singles oot Bartiaycard, which employs 2^00 in 

. Northampton. It moved from the town centre to a new she, on the 
edge of town, which was poorly served by public transport, cansing 
. a targe increase in car trnvdL Hie conncU did not dare to decline - 
planning permission for the move. 

Getting Around Town, UK Round Thble Secretariat Room P1102J, 2 
Marsham Street, London SW2P3ER. - Nicholas Schoon 
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/tirport exodusis weatherproof 

■ 'The number of people passing through Britain’s major airports ' 
rose again last month, despite bad weather hitting flights, it was ' 
announced yesterday. BAA handled 6.7 nriflion passengers at its 


seven airports in January 1997 - a 5 2 per cent nse on the January 
1996 figure. The annual increase would have been around 6 per 
cent were it not for fog affecting some London ffigfos. ' r . 

Despite this, Stansted enjoyed an 11.4 per cent increase last ' • - 
month, while numbers at Gatwkk were up 9 per central Heathrow 
by 3. per cent and at Southampton up by 3-9 per cent Edinburgh •- 
airport bandied 11.9 percent more passengers in January. • >-■ 

Across the board, numbers on North Atlantic routes were 
123 per cent and other long haul routes rose by 73 percent.- 3 *^ . 
Domestic traffic increased 45 percent, witii Edinburgh’s domestic . 
numbers doing parti cnlariy well - rising by 155 per cent. ; ./ 3 vy 

MOTORING .... 


No cads please, I’m driving -l - A 

Motorists using mobile phones are fonr times more tfleely to kn^. 
^acd^e^ts^than others, a survey suggests. Even those with foy aOE 
phones tbit did not need toTbe band-held^wne far “ * 

have accidents than those fn phODe-free v^ricles, it claimed^ -. | 
The snrvey of 760 drivers with car pboneSvCond^edhy twg 
Canadian doctors and pobtisbed in 

MaSdne, concfended that mobile phones made.acddents more - 
likely not because drivers' hands were occupied but because j 
concentration was dbtnctad. . -'..'f ‘3^' 
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NEWSPAPERS ^ 
SUPPORTRECYCUNfi 

Recycled paper made^p 

the raw material for UKMMspapaj£^« 

in the first half of 1996- • * 
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David Lister . 

Arts News Exfita 

Attendances at the vianria anrf 
Albert Miiwim hw actually in- 
creased since it e on fanwanmlfy 

The Independent show. 

The increase in , visitors 
threatens the argoment ad- 
vanced by arts campaigners, 
the Labour P&ny and several 
major museums fh»t cha rging 
frightens people away. 

Only last week, Tony Blair, 
the Labour Party leader, ex- 
pressed his concern about the 
V & A cfaaigipg. Key figures m 
the museums world, mdaxfiqg 
the directors of the British Mu- 
seum and National Gallery, 
have repeatedly spoken out 
against charging, a™ warned 


That attendances would in- 
evitably decline. * 

The V & A attendance fig- 
ures have not been pnbGrised 
^ the museam authorities. Bat 
mskJens are struck that them has 


hz hs first speech on the arts, 
Tocy Blair joined the damour 


and the public has not shared 

the hostility of the profession- 
als to charging. 


burning issue 
for lovers’ 
hearts 


Jojo Moyas 

British women’s idea of a ro- 
mantic evening is sharing a 
bottle of wine in front erf the fire, 
according to one of the latest 
batch of Valentine's surveys, 
which rfww that as.14 February 
dawnsUBritamis latching onto 
ever-more fare-fetched ways of 
exploiting the most romantic - 
or disappointing - day of the 
yean 

It is unlikely that the words 
“romance*’ aim “smokeless fu- 
els” have often been utteredin 
the same breath. _ But the 
Coalite company lit on Wen- 
tine’s day as an excuse to ask: 
“What js the most romantic 
thing you can do in front of a 


Furthermore, 44 per cent of 
men and 37 per cent of women 
claim to have already done so. 

The next most popular fire- 
side activities were storing wine 
and chocolates, coddling, toast- 
ing a crumpet, and watching 
television ere a .video. Nine per 
(^daimedtopreferanundis- 
ciosed “other", while 4 per cent 
“didn’t know”. 

Meanwhile, dispelling the 
notion that women are turned 
effby hot anv a survey published 


HEAL! 


J 


mission, saying: "We are con- 
cerned about the introduction 
of admissions charges in na- 
tional museums. The evidence 


jlos vce as success may now 
bring further pressure on the 
British Museum to introduce 


public debate last year, the mn- 

seum’s trustees' ruled 


tional and late Galleries have . 
ruled out charging, but the Srik 
ence. Natural History and Im- 
perial War Museums all now 
charge for ad mi s s i o n to sup- 


suggess mat mgn charges can 
lead to a big decline in atten- 
dance.** 

Tim figures, however, show 
that since charges were intro- 
duced at the beginning of Oc- 
tober last year, weekly visa or 
numbers have either remained 
steady qr gone up. For most of 
September, while voluntary 
charges were in force, weekly at- 
tendances hovered around the 
18,000 mark. In November, 
they never Cdl below 20,000. In 
die last week of the Christmas 
holidays they were 25,000, one 
of the highest of the year. The 



PdSag power: U» number of vfettors to tito V & A has actuary gone up ainca 


iota] for 1996 was L27 miDkm, charges) were 82,974. Last 
compared with 1.22 million for month, with compulsory £5 
1995. charges, The figures rose to 

Key comparisons show that 85,653. With the initial public - 
tiic total number of attendances hy over admission changes, the 
for January 1996 (with voluntary figures for October 1996 were 


27,000 down cm the same 
month for 199$, but they im- 
mediately bounced back in No- 
vember with a 2LDQ0 jump on the 
1995 figure. 

The rise in figures is not 


even distorted by the museum 
hosting any blockbusters or 
major temporary exhibitions. 
The main exhibition of last 
year, the William Morris exhi- 
bition. ended in September. 

In addition, the museum's 

own private research among vis- 
itors stows that only a tiny mi* 
rtoritv shared the campaigners’ 
worries on charging, Less than 
S per cent of visitors com- 
plained about having to pay for 
entry, while large numbers 
voiced concern about non fi- 
naociil matters such as how big 
the typeface was on labels or 
bow dean rite lavatories were. 

Looking back over ihc years, 
admixaon to the V & A was at 
its highest when it was com- 
pletejyftec with 1.6 million in 
1984, Ihc year before voluntary 
dooanbns were introduced; it 
fell to 90U,0U() in 1990, rose to 
1.4 mBbon in 1994 and was 
L-7 million last year. Even the 


1.6 million high in 1994 cannot 
be taken as a wholly accurate 
figure os attendance figures 
were only estimated before the 
introduction of charging. 

The V & A introduced a 


£5 last October with a conces- 
sionary rate of £3 and annual 
season tickets for £15. They bal- 
anced ihis with a number of ex- 
empt groups to counter the 
argument that poorer and 
younger people would be put off 
by having to pay. Everyone un- 
der IK Is allowed in free as are 
pre-booked education groups, 
disabled people and their car- 
ers and UB40 holders. There is 
universal free entrance between 
4.30 and tom every afternoon. 

When the decision was an- 
nounced, the museum came in 
fiv much criticeon; Julian Spald- 
ing. director of Glasgow Mu- 
seums, called it "a diminution 
of a great tradition''. 
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to celebrate the 25th anmver 


placed the ginger-bearded en- 
trepreneur Richard Branson 
second only to actor Sean Bean 
as its readers’ “ideal man”. 

He was followed by foot- 
baller Alan Shearer, actor Jean-. 
Qande Van Damme and Raoul c 
McCartney. Cimetfiahs Dlpuf 
Baddiel and Jim Carrey took 
sixth and seventh pjaee;: fol- 
lowed by qctor Keane th 
Branagh, tefevunixL doctor 
Hillary Jones and, finally. Oat 
sis Star T iam flaBughw _ L * 

Meanwhi3e,the3qternct of- 
fered mmieroos wdbsites for 
I^ople vrfio preferred to sub- 
stitute Roms for roses and de- 
clare their txassknxs riirBd)' 


and, ' for those who . forgot, 
Mark's Apology Mae Genenzfcre, 

tfncosiejr^^town^^^Gra^ 
ham Vcdmore offered himself 
to defiver Valentme's marriage 
proposals for Iqueas. For a small 
fee, the 42-year-old from 
Cardiff also offered to bellow 
out Wentine’s Day love poems. 

And even the environmental 
campaigners Friends of the 
Earth got in on the act, ' by 
proposing a few tips fra: green 
lows. They inducted saving on 
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Roses aU the way: A trader at New Covent Garden market In Nine Elms, south London, anticipating brisk business supplying Valentine’s Day tributes Photograph: David Rose 


energy by spending the day in 
bed together, bathing or show- 
eringwnh a friend and, fire those 
with a sense of “adventure”, us- 
ing recycled handcufe that had 
finished doty chaining road 
protesters to diggers. 

But some organisations yes- 


terday offered a more solemn 

tena/The marria^^^ince 
charity Relate issued a wanting 
to couples on the most roman- 
tic day of the year, stressing that 
“love is for life, not just for 
Valentine’s Day”. The organi- 


sation is launching three sober- 
ing courses to coincide with 
Valentine’s Day - on love and 
marriage, on anger manage- 
ment and, finally, on surviving 
the break-up. 

And, perhaps mirroring 
many people’s experience of the 


day, a St Valentine’s ball 
arranged for a group of 
teenagers had to be cancelled 
- due to a lack of interest from 
the boys. More than 50 girls ap- 
plied for tickets for a dance to 
be held at Owlesbtny parish hall 
near Winchester in Hampshire, 


m aid of the Samaritans, but the 
organisers received no appli- 
cations at all from any boys. 

The dance was due to take 
place on 15 February, and it was 
hoped it would raise at least 
£1.000 for Winchester Samari- 
tans to help renew a vital tele- 


phone system. Audrey Brunt, 
chairman of the Friends of the 
Samaritans, said: “The cancel- 
lation is obviously a disap- 
pointment - but you can't have 
a teenage Valentine’s ball with- 
out boys." 

The Ihbtold 
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For Valentine's Day 
one free call 
finds them all. 
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Whatever you're planning for 
your Valentine this year, 
Freepages are here to help. One 
free call on 0800 192 192 puts 
you in touch with millions of 
businesses in 2500 classifications 
nationwide. So, whether it's 


for Flopsy, or a last minute surprise 
for Snookums, our friendly 
operators will help. Just tell us 
what you need and where you 
need it, we'll do all the searching 
for you. For a special Valentine^ 
Day, one free call 


chocolates for Cuddles, flowers finds them all. 
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CONFECTION! 
■DPS BOOKS 


FREEPAGES 0800 192 192 

http'7/wwwfreepages.cauk 
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British Gas 



Will 


the demerger 


mean lots of 


changes for our 


customers? 


No, just one. . . 


an even better service. 


You may have heard about the demerger of British Gas into two 


This means that you will still be able to rely on our unrivalled 


separate companies. This means the Transco pipeline and international 


expertise in the safe supply of gas to your borne. You will still be able^to 


activities will be operated by BG pic, and the supply, servicing and retail 


rely on the 24 hour emergency service, operated by Transco. And, as a 


activities will be managed by a new holding company, Centrica pic, 


British Gas customer, you will still be able to take advantage of all the 


trading under the British Gas brand. 


other products, services and payment plans on offer. 


Rest assured, though, changes to our corporate structure will not result 


However, because the demerger will allow us to focus even 


more on 


in any immediate changes to the service we provide to our 19 million 


you, our customers, we 11 be well placed to provide even better service and 


customers. Our commitment to providing you with the best possible value 


innovative new products in the future. 


for money remains as strong as ever. 


Which is good news for us and even better news for you. 
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raises fears of 
renewed violence 


David McKittrick 

Ireland Correspondent 

The IRA sboodng of a soldier 
insoulfaAnna^OTVfedntesd^ 
night produced a wave of con- 
demnation in Britain and Ire- 
land yesterday. 

As fears increased of a fresh 
spiral of violence in Northern 
Ireland in the wake of the 
lulling, the Royal Ulster Con- 
stabulary said last nigh; that a 
bomb left on a housing estate 
in Co Armagh had been de- 
fused. The anh-pexsannel device 
containing Semtex, nuts and 
bolts was found during search- 
es of the Kflwiflri« estate m Lur- 
gan, where a rifle and pistols had 
been discovered on Wednesday. 

The general dismay in Biiiam 
and Ireland at the latest casu- 
alty of the troubles was tinged 
with poignancy when it 
emerged that the victim was a 
popular young soldier who was 
shot in the back as he spoke to 
a female motorist in south 
Armagh. 

Yesterday brought numer- 
ous appeals to loyalist para- 
military groups not to become 
involved in violent retaliation 
for the killing. The Secretary of 
State for Northern Ireland, Sir 
Patrick Mayhew. said: “'Don’t 
lower yourselves to the stan- 
dards, the level, of the people 


who have done this." 

Tbe soldier who died was 
Lance Bombardier Stephen 
Restorick, 23, a single man 
serving with the 3rd Regiment 
of the Rcyd Horse Artfflety.KBs 
family live m Peterborough. 

His mother, Rita, said yester- 
day: “He was last home al Christ- 


him because he was always OuL 

He was fiiB of life and you would 
only see hhn far an hour a a 
time. He was always out with his 


joying hhnsdf. I don’t watt ibis 
to be the thing that sums off the 
troubles again.” 

The kflhng marked tbe return 
to violent life of the IRAs south 
Armagh units, whfcb bare been 
tmusually quiet recently. It also 
confi n es tfaaa the security forces 
have yet to develop effective 
counters to the lethal activities 
of IRA snipers in sooth Armagh 
and other border districts. 

Between 1992 and 1994 mne 
members of tbe security forces 
-six soldiers and three police 
officers - died in single-shot 
sniping Nine of 

last 10 soldiers killed in North- 
ern Ireland prior to the ERAEs 
August 1994 ceasefire died la 
Co Armagh. Of these, six were 

killeri m ompfng m- 

ddents. In addition, tfareeRUC 


Lawrence family to sue 
white youths over death 


David Carfmkel 

The grieving family of the 
murdered black teenager 
Stephen Lawrence yesterday 
announced they were planning 
rivfl actum against white youths 
suspected of bis brutal stabbing. 

Speaking on behalf of tbe 
family, their solicitor, Imran 
Khan, appealed forwitnesses to 
come forward to help assist 
ihe action for damages after ah 
inquest info his death decided 
he was unlawfully Hied. . . . 

are strongly considering 
taking further legal action 
against those individuals we 
think may have been responsible 
in some way and we hope (hiring 
these pzoreedings no one can 
possibly daim privilege.” ■ 

The family has also decided 
to lodge a formal complaint 
against the conduct of the po- 
lice officers who investigated the 
murder scene. They main tarn 
the police failed to cany out a 
thorough search based on an 
anonymous tip-off they re- 
ceived, and dki not ose the crim- 


inal intelligence available to 
them toiracfc down die aspects 
before vital evidence was lost. 

Outride Southwark coroners’ 
court, south London, a prepared 
statement by Stephen's moth- 
er, Doreen Lawrence, 44, was 
readout. 

“There were times this week 
when I was not sure whether I 
was in a court room listening to 
evidence of how my son was 
lolled or at a ctnmkwsJchmg a 
performance. It became a 
mockery oftryi^to^get totbe • 
truth,” she said. 

“What was coming across 
forme was that none Of the of- 
fices saw fit to go round to 
known suspects' homes even to 
efirrnnaie mem from tfac inqmiy. 

“Right from die start on the 
night our son was murdered, it 
seemed thalinthe minds of the 
police be was only a black boy, 
so why bother. No one can 
convince me otherwise.” 

She added: “There are two 
questions I would like the po- 
lice to answer: Are a0 the offi- 
ces trained in basic first aid or 


was It because they just did not 
want to get their hands dirty 
with a blade man’s blood?” 

Mis Lawrence broke down in 
tears on hearing the verdict of 
unlawful tolling , after the jury 
agreed Stephen had died from 
an unprovoked attack by five 
white youths. 

On directing die jury, the 
Southwark coroner. Sir Mon- 
tague Levine, said it would be 
perverse, to^ive aigr other ve*- 
dicL “Tltri® wasan horrific crime 
and totally unprovoked in which 
a group of cowardly young men 
attacked an tmsuqiedingycitdi, 
which resulted in him Weeding 
to death”, he said. 

Five wirite youths were ac- 
cused erf mnnierirg the promis- 
ing A4e\^ student as he waited 
for a bos in Ell ham, south-east 
London, in April 1993, but the 
charges were dropped by the 
Crown Prosecution. A private 
prosecution by Mrs Lawrence 
also failed. 

The Metropolitan Police said 
they had done all they could to 
find Lawrence’s killers. 
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OUR WONDERFUL biidlife and countryside need 
protecting. Help them— join the RSPB-and by using 
the form below you'll get all these superb benefits loo: 

• Your first 3 months' me mbers hip absolutely free... 

• FREE entry to over 300 RSPB nature reserves... 

■ Birds, the RSPB's award-winning 96-page 

colour magazine 4 times a year... . 

And when yon join, you know you're helping 
to protect oar beautiful natural heritage for 
generations to come. 

PUIS A fHBE VIDEO 
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YES -I would 


for 3 months 

and few completed the 
Direct Debit form . 
opposite. U J do not wteh to 
continue my membership after 
tin? 3 month free trial period I 
can eniri the Direct Defeat 

instruction at any time. ■ 

□ t am ar» [dyi n g wflhai 28 days 



l/Wt ntoSuc* you to pay Direct Debits bum aty/txtr 
accort urtflj yon ai ft* mpert oi the FSPB. 

Flaw pa; tbe RSPB Direct Debits from . the account 
detailed on this mstmcdaQ subject to tbe Miteguftrrig 
assured by the Direct Debit Guarantee. 

I/We will inform the book in writing if I/we wkb to 
oned tbisimtnKtion. 


□ T *m applying within 28 days and daim my EKEE 
Xldeogaide te British Garden Birds. 


ttonouiHlsm 


Name and address 

of yourbaok 


(BLOC* CAPITALS PLEASE) 
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Woman in gun 
threat to appeal 
court judges 


officers died in the county in 
similar sniping attacks. 

Condemnation of the trillin g 

was led by John Major and the 
T ao iseach. John Bruton, who 
told the Dad in Dublin: “The 
IRA campaign is anti-Iris h, and 
contrary to ihe interests of all 
in Ireland.” 

Labour’s spokeswoman on 
Northern Ireland, Marjorie 
Mcwiam, said that her party had 
a host of ideas for reviving the 
peace process, pledging: “We 
will ok respond to violence of 
that kind. We will be as touj^i 
as this government has been." 

David Exvine of the Pro- 
gressive Unionist Party, which 
is dosejy associated with the 
paramilitary Ulster Volunteer 
force, described the situation as 
“particularly dangerous.” He 
added: “Northern Ireland is a 
rather unstable place at the mo- 
ment but loyalist politicians 
are doing everything we can to 
stop a sbde back to loyalist vi- 
olence - we are not giving up.” 

MKchel McLaughlin of Sum 
firm refused to condemn the 
ldffing, saying that he would not 
"play word games". He de- 
dared: “There is an opportunity 
available on tbe other side of 
the British general election 
with a strengthened British 
government" 

Robert Fisk, page 18 
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Law enforcement: Pol fee guarding the Royal Courts of Justice, which were sealed 
off yesterday after a woman with a gun threatened two judges Photograph: Jason Bye 


M a tthew Brace 

Two judges wore threatened in 
Ihe royal Courts, of Justice in 
London yesterday by a woman 
earning what was heiicved to be 
an imitation handgun. 

Tbe dark-haired woman, who 
was wearing a green anorak and 
believed to he in her early 
twenties, walked calmly in to 
Court No 7 through a door nor- 
mally used hy solicitors and up 
the steps to ihe judges’ bench. 

According to Michael Stokes. 
OC. a hamster who had just 
walked into the court room to 
oppose an appeal in a murder 
case, the woman then took out 
the gun and pointed it at two 
senior Court of Appeal judges 
- Lord Justice Beldam and Mrs 
Justice Bracewell. A third 
judge. Mr Justice Manor, man- 
aged lu scramble out of a door 
and raise tbe alarm. 

The woman shinned: “1 have 
been assaulted, I'm tired of 
writing." 

Mr Sokes said as be walked 
m to the court, she turned and 
pointed the gun at him. "She 
looked at me and said: ‘You. 
don't move'. 1 was about 20 feet 
away." he said. 

“My junior, Amjad Malik, 
who was in front of me, said: 
‘There’s a woman pointing a 
gmsiyitu’. So 1 turned around 
and wafted out again," said Mr 
Stokes, adding: “I must admit 
the gun didn't look real. It 
looked more like a Rambo-type 
thing, a fake one." 


Another barrister, Tom 
MacKinnon, who was conduct- 
ing an appeal iu the court when 
the woman walked in, said that 
Lord Justice Beldam and Mrs 
Justice Bracewell deserved 
medals for bravery. 

"The woman pointed the 
gun at the judges and said: 
“People will he shot unless; my 
appeal is heard today. They 
have taken my children'. Mr 
Justice Munce calmly left the 
court to raise the alarm while 
his fellow judges urged the 
woman in put down the gun.” 

Mr MacKinnon saiiT Mrs 
Justice Bracewell told the 
woman: "Why don’t you put 
your gun down. Let’s consider 
this." 

Armed police evacuated the 
courts, situated in the Strand in 
central London, and sealed 
them off along with the sur- 
rounding streets as they 
searched for the woman. 

Court No7 is on the first floor 
of the Royal Courts building, 
near to the courts of the Lord 
Chief Justice and the Matter of 
the Rolls. 

The woman is believed lobe 
known to the courts’ security 
staff. A Scotland Yard spokes- 
woman said yesterday that there 
was “no suggestion" that any- 
one had been taken hostage by 
the woman. She added: "As far 
as we know nobody has been 
hurt or taken hostage in the 
incident." 

Yesterday evening at 530pm 
the courts were still sealed off. 
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NO LINE RENTAL 
FOR 12 MONTHS 


The perfect 
package with no 
line rental worries 
for a year. 

Pay just £169.9* 
and get the superb 

Nokia 1610 

and 12 months 
line rental. 
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td airy (me of these three $uped) GSM 
and get & Soqy Walkman 


1 stereo absolutely free. 


i A FREE SONY WALKMAN 
I PERSONAL STEREO WITH ANY OF 
1 THESE TOP GSM DIGITAL PHONES! 



NO CONTRACT 
NO MONTHLY RENTAL 
NO CREDIT CHECK 



iNEC G8 

• 120 mimn*. uJlnl 

• 2A boon iiudf 


£9 


And 25 minutes of free calls. 
Ybdafone PreRay — the ideal 
way to own a mobile phone 
with no strings. 

ALL FOR ONLY 

£ 59.99 





fire Sony Wriknutn persona] UiH 
on pmenution of this voucher 
nhnjrecanKl to of tbe** phoocZ 


AM umil tW t tMilaCTW 7000 


181 STORES 
NATIONWIDE 

C \i,l. L S NOW i OR Y ( )l R NEAREST SIORi; 

OR l-OR A I'R 1 ! 1N1-ORMATION RACK 

0800 - 10 - 11-12 















PRIME MINISTER’S QUESTIONS 

SCORING THE EXCHANGES 


John:. 

Major 

3/iti 

Tony 

TOot 

6/10 


Major tJeservBs creditin' atjdgfrtianw a njly an- . 
swering One of Blair's ft^ specffeguegtiW- 
(elbeit on the second Urn, of ~Ffr tfwr ‘T 
rest of tha time he manned to grating Blair's - ■ 
crttfcbm of the Gortrnraent with criticism of • . ' 
BrttSfibeet . 


-oi beet A/fsrmat, he.on^ f^topcW outttHt 
Major didnt want to answer them.' He fLstff«Mhiy * 
reminded Major that BSE has been said to : 

. 3and for "blame someone else? -an this occa- "■ 
atofc Labour i": • • 


THEMES OF THE DAY 


. -The effect of state subsidies wtthin the EU (John WiWnsoh; Ci Rulslip-’ ' . 
Nortfiwood) 

■The state of the nation and heed fora general afedioa' (PaddyJl^iddwnT 
•The unemptaymeit figures^ David Masha!!, "Glasgow, Shatfleston)-' 

•The ConKTWtiw and Labour parties (Stephen Day/C; Cheadlej:' J 


BLAIR'S ATTACK 


Given the subject of Monday's censure motion. Major might have' expected 
Hair to attack on beef. Blair asked him to renfirmtoaf neither jhe franlsed 

nd Ofthe European ban >ior to* start of selective slau^iter had yet come ' 

phoutj and that the cost of the BSE crisis has been £33hn, Major blamed" 
Harriot Harman, Labour's former spokeswoman on health, (or "a very sub- 
stantial part" of.the damage caused fay'toe BSE-criss.- •. 


Denote Skinner beckoned Major 
to the opposition benches, where *t 
have been keeping this seat warm. He 
narrated his vision In which a defeated 
Major hod to "vote for one of those 
Tory bastards" [Redwood, Portillo or 
■Howard] to a leadership contest. 


THE QUIP OF THE DAY 


Stephen Day christened . - 
■ Labour *the pale pink Unitatkm 
aver there" and Major, "die red 
thing”. That Is expected to be one 
of the Conservative election - • 
themes. 



THE UNANSWERED QUESTION 


Ashdown listed Britain's problems, and asked: rWheri will. the 
Prime Minister ... call the [ejection] day? When will he gefon 
with itr. Major concentrated on the list, nrt toe question. 


THE CREEP OF THE DAY 


Alan Haseihurst (C, 'Saffron Walden) asked the customary ques- 
tion about "a windfall tax on energy suppliers leaving consumers 

possibly worse off". Comptai by Ben Summm 





PERSONAL CD PLAYER 
WITH HAMS ADAPTOR 

a Extra booe system. 
aProtxnmmobiaCOplilJWC 
• RWpbet ***" - 

= £49 99 

DSSnrM.bo 


SONY 




SAkYO CDP455CK 


ON PERSONAL STEREOS 


£ 109.99 



a D«P TOR* 

•IT 



SAkYO C0F3S5 


PLUS FREE 
SPEAKERS 


aNUra adapter. 
aRactogeoblo 
batteries with 
bdt-in charger. 
wm crate. 


£ 119.99 
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ANTI-SHOCK 

a Maina adaptor a Preset equAar. 
i a-MegaBaBa. 

I a 22 trade memory, 
a Repeat function. 



«3.llUc3L HS-AP-iQ 
TT1 



Panasonic RQVSO 

TT 


1 20 station preset 
■ Bars bass system, 
i Auto stop 


aitua Hs.pxzs" 



Tirrrv 

4 + At 



• Auto-reverse. 

• Soft touch controls. 

Was£ 69 J 99 - 


Panasonic so-xr. 


a 1 lay remote control 
a Pii logic eutofeveree. 
a DofayB noise iwtecUon. 
a Extra bees system. _ 
Via £5339- 1 

Exouweto £+£ 
DSQfttw.Lro Um% 


S ON Y WiU-FMi 

r TTTTTT 


a AMfMdgUiwlu a 20 station presets. 

• Doty B noise reduction 
aAUDIWQTBa 
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In step: Douglas Hogg leaving Downing Street yesterday after receiving the backing 
of the Cabinet in his bid to defeat Labour’s censure motion PhotographrNicola Kurtz 
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Exojusive to DSG Rewjl Ud 


I on constitutional reform, which 
he believes is Mr Blair's 
AdnUes 9 bed. 

The Labour leader in the 
Commons challenge d Mr Ma- 
jor over the fact that the beef 
export ban bad not been lifted, 
as promised, last November 


been slaughtered under the se- 
lective cull scheme. 

He also pointed put that 
Britain had not yet put a formal 
proposal to Brussels about lift- 


Ireland, and dial the fiasco had 
already cost £33bn. 

The Prime Minister retaliat- 


Police 
warning 
on sex 
offenders 


Jason Bennetto 

Crime Correspondent 


Police chiefs are . opposing 
moves to alert neighbours of the 
presence of sex offenders in 
their community despite at- 
tempts by Labour, and possibly 
the Government to introduce 
new anti-paedophile laws. 

The Association of Chief Fo- , 
lice Officers (ACPO) has 
warned Michael Howard, the 
Home Secretary, that filing 

m myrnTni rifts that a wr cri mi n al 

has moveid into the neighbour- 
hood would be counter-pro- 
ductive and place children at 
greater risk. Oppoation by chief 
officers would be a stumbling 
block to any new legislation. 

Mr Howard told a conference 
last Tuesday that he was con- 
sidering introd ucing communi- 
ty notification of paedophiles. 
Labour has already tabled an 
amendment to the Sex Of- 
fenders Bill calling for the con- 
trolled disclosure of names and 
addresses of convicted sex of- 
fenders to child-protection 
workers, schools and in some 
cases members of the public. 

But following a survey of the 
43 police forces in Fn gfond and 
Whies, chief constables have 
come out against greater dis- 
closure. They say that warning 
neighbours will merely drive 
sex offenders underground and 
could lead to vigilante action. 
The have also stressed that the 

ticeis and the soda/^^^Lid 
cany out surveillance opera- 
tions on offenders considered 
dangerous. 

Tony Butler, Chief Constable 
of Gloucestershire and ACPO 
spokesman on chfldren-pro- 
tection and sex-offender issues, 
said: “What is the point of 
telling residents? This could 
lead to picketing of homes or 
bouses being burnt down. Sex 
offenders are some of the most 
devious individuals who will 
not sit around if they are iden- 
tified They will change their 
names and identity. I would 
rather know where these peo- 
ple are so that the police can 
keep track of them/ 

_ A Bill now going through Par- 
liament sets up a national reg- 
ister of sex offenders, enab ling 
the police to track the move- 
ments of convicted paedophiles 
and rapists. 




David Trimble, leader of the Ul- 
ster Unionists, last night gave a 
dear signal that his party will 
save the Government from de- 
feat in Monday's crunch vote in 
the Commons when he said he 
was “irritated” fay the lack of 
consultation over Latour’s tac- 
tics. 

- Senior shadow cabinet min- 
isters privately- discounted the 
chance of inflictibg defeat bn the 
Government, with at least two 
of the nixie Ulster Unionist 
MPs expected to be away from 
file vote, bat Labour insisted it 
was right to force John Major 
on to the defensive. 

Tony Blair has decided to 
launch an attack over the “mad 
cow” crisis because be believes 
that it is John Major's biggest 
weak spot. “He thinks it is Ma- 
jor’s poll tax,” a leadership 
source said last night. 

Agriculture Minster Douglas 
MrHogg, who wasTn confident 
mood yesterday after getting the 
backing of the Cabinet, wiD 
open the debate for the Gov- 
ernment. “We. are going to . 
win,” he told colleagues. “I am 
looking forward to it” 

Mr Major will go on the of- 
fensive against Labour next 



United they stand: John 
Mqjor and David Trimble. 


were going to do it," Mr 
ble said. “It was more than a &-• 
tie irritating that theyJSidto ' 
consult us.“‘ U.iyfr . 

forward proposals for aJfspb- 
em Ireland grand comfiafetteoto 
vet legislation in tite Gcmunens, 
meeting a. key Ulster Unjcp& 
demand, but sources jsa& it 
was more IDcdy tobe bjeM axe- 
serve for a later benMcteap 
vote, if the Tbties tose-hc aufcty 
in the Wrcral South by-efeefieg 
Mr THmbJe was annqyedthat 
the plan to force a cehsszemo- 



ed, blaming Labour for whfo- 
pingup the scare about the safe- 
ty of bee£ “I find your behaviour 
throughout (his whole crisis ab- 
solutely astonishing,” Mr Major 
told the Labour leader. “Not 
once have you put the interests 
of the British beef industry in 
from of making petty party po- 
litical points. 7 ’ 

The Ulster Unionist leader 
said Labour’s attempt to pass a 
censure motion against Mr 
Hoag for his handling of the' 
beef crisis was “not helpful” to 
the Ulster Unionist hopes of 
gettin g final approval ip the Eu- 
ropean Union for the specified 
herd scheme which could allow 
the ban on exports to be lifted 
on Ulster before the rest of the 
UK. “I was not aware they 


Mb Mowlam; the Labour 
^Kikeswoman on Nbrth^jfi^ 
land, on 'Vfediiesday niqraahgtor 
, talks about Labour’s approach ' 
to poliriug the marching season 
in Ulster, Ms Mowlam sent Mr 
Trimble a message yesfepky 
making it dear die also jw&aor 
aware of the plrin ust&d^tiy 
before it was agreed fay die 
Shadow Cabinet- . . " , 

The Liberal Democrats were, 
also irritated at hot teingrau- 
sulted. A source smtt-“Wfc i are 
going to vote with Labouc-bm 
-we are hot busting a jut te get 
everyone here. r .f 
A n umb er of UlsterUnfoo- 
KtMPswDbeawayfortheytrte, 
including the par^sagriailtee 
spakesoraxu. wDfie Ross,who is 
in New Zealand. Thevotc 
dadies wife a BSE debate it the 
European Parliament,, wfefch 
could force Ian Paisley. whb is 
also an MHI^ to miss the vote. 
John Ihylor said he had a con- 
stituency event, and .Martin 
Smyth, lie UUP whip, made it 
clear he was unlikely to kite' 
against the Government. 

The reluctance of Mr Trim- 
ble to commit his force of nine. 
MPs to vote against the Gov-, 
eminent underlines the diffi- 
culty Tbny Blair feces in trymg 
to bringdown the Government 
before Mr Major's preferred 
election date of 1 May. 

Leading artide, page 17 
Conunentai^ page 19 



over thorny issue 


W-/who once used to grace thr benches with her impex-. 
turbable {and, I think, nnpenetrab le) calm, as though at- ; 
ting for a still-life - has begun to gesticulate and point at 
(he Opposition during the shouty bits. • V ' 

But firings were calm when Tbny Banks (Lab, Newham^ 
NW), a true friend to animals everywhere and Chelsea 
fan, asked the Treasury minister and YC heart-throb "!" c - 
Phillip Oppenheim, about the world trade in powdered 
rhino horn. Mr Oppenheim — unique among 
chose not to speexuate on how many rhiifos wonM be;Ete- 
ly to die if there were a mrnmnim wage, bsteadhelaid 
into the Chinese, who dominate this illegal commerce- He 
thought it “paradoxical”, be said, “that the mosfjpopulous 
nation on earth seems intent on wiping out the rhino, sfafc 
ply because some of their menfolk are incapable of pea>;^ 
fonrang”. ■ ,\j : . 

It was unfortunate that this punchy reply was stffl being 
digested when Harry Greenway (C, Eating North) got up 
to ask a supplementary. Mr Greenway is, in his way,u liv-' 
iug embodiment of political impotence. It is not that the:. : 
member fails to rise; he does, and often. Nor is there a r 
problem with achieving a climax; a noisy one is practically - 
guaranteed. It is Smp^ that he reminds eyeryeme of how “ 
ridiculous the act can be when performed in a particular 
way. His (doubtless important) intervention was k^t,wnid_ 
ribald laughter. • - . ' : : 

But Mr Greenway is a reminder that most MPS need no 
artificial stimulation to get them aroused. The game of 
Synthetic Indignation being played by mimsters and their 
supporters yesterday was about the windfall tax, and its.- . 
horrific impact upon pensioners, small shareholders and. 
the almost extinct white rhino. Michael Jack, the Finan- 
cial Secretary, responding to a series of tame qnestkms 
from hfs pals, used the word “cynical” no less man six 
times to describe Labour’s Gordon Brown, It reminded . ^ 
me that earlier I had heard Michael Howard suggesting.- 
that Labour was “cynical and opportunfific” - a trace of:, 
admiration clearly detectable in his voice. 

On the benches opposite, however, Labourwas giving - . 
as good as’ it got The two-tone shadow Chief Secretary, 
Alistair Darimg, raised his black eyebrows from under- 
neath his white hair (a characteristic he shares with Mcrii- 
eda Addams and- more gruesomely- Noonan Lament) ■ - - 
and accused Mr Jack of being more keen on.“rumzrine . 




hysterical scansion, if ever I heard one. - 

Then the pale, sGghtly squat Angela Ea^e, dressed kU : 
in scarlet, and looking like the eponymous terminator T: 
from Attack of the Killer Tomatoes asked Ken Clarice (in . 
the tinkly little, acidic voice that you imagine a killer 
tomato might have) exactly how many tmies Value ^ Added •; 
Tax had been increased or levied since 1979? It was a 
goolie shot, and Ken Clarke looked pained. 

Labour has other ways, however, of keeping its pecker - 
up. Morale was also being maintained by the toothsome 
Jane Kennedy (Lab, Liverpool Broadgceen). Ms Kennedy,- 
a whip, has realised what many commentators have forr . 
gotten: that a large number of Labour MPIs are not softy ‘ 

- southern sophisticates, but Northern men of mature years 

- men who would not lockout of place in a crowd scene _ 
from Last Of The Summer Wine. 

Ms Kennedy weaves her spells simply by string next to . 
one of the dear old chaps, smiling at them, passing a kind - 
word - and then moving on. It works a treat. Dand'Wic- 
nick grins, William CFBrien blushes, Peter Hardy glows— 
All are happy - and it’s so much cheaper- than rhino horn. 
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SAVE S5 £400 


m TOP BRAND MULTIMEDIA PCs 
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COMMODORE 

MULTIMEDIA PC 

9 ln[-iM2QMH: Pentium prewsgpr • oMb EDO RAM • 256Kb cache memory 
9 1 56b hard disk drme • 8 speed CD RO M drive Q 3D a ccsteraioi card 
O 16 tin Wavetabie ■surround sound card 
9 Free Mini Office Works includes: 







word processing, spread sheel. 
chartmaker. report generator and 
database *Oi«a,'/ a brilliant little 
package’ WHAT PC? MAGAZINE 
Model Pi 20 


MUST END SOON 
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BU Y NOW PAY 

8 KB 1998 


COLOUR INKJET PRINTER ~ 

• Up to 3 pages per minute 

• 600 X 300 dpi print quality 

• TOO page sheet feeder 

• includes Lexmark Workshop CD 
Modal 1020 

was El 79.99 sale £159.99 
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40 
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OLIVETTI 

MULTIMEDIA PC 

• Intel 120MHz Pentium processor 

• 8Mb ECO RAM 

9 16b hard disk dnve 
a 8 speed CD ROM dnve 
3 16 bit 3D sound card technology 
O Built -m speakers and subwoofer 
G 1 -1" monitor • Includes 20 
software titles. Model 53-120 
was Cl 139 99 previously C 1299.99 


BUT NOW PAY 9 MONTHS LATER T 



200 


^^^gawjljwmvg'- 


E 

1 

mm 

E 

E 

a 




FAX/ 


entiMOl 


. I. * , 

l. v 

IbsS? 






HU 


TITLES 






: ’* 


m 


; i =i\'i Eiii 


m&rm 


iSS ®M 


* * 


MULTIMEDIA PC 

a Intel 120MHz Pentium processor 
e 1 6Mb EDO RAM a 256KJj cache 
rriemon, a 1 2Gb hart disk drive 
a 33 6 DSVD fa v. modem 
© 1 5 bn iVavelable 3D sound card 
o 8 spwd CD ROM drive 
O includes 10 software titles 
Model T30: 

-• as 02-19.99 previously C 1499.99 


BUY NOW PAY 9 MONTHS LATER* 


SALE 
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COLOUR INKJET PRINTER 

• Up to 3 pages per minute 

• 600 X 300 dpi print quality - 
a 50 page sheet feeder 

• Exclusive software bundle: 
Print Shop Deluxe & Myst 

Model DJ400. In-store 059.99 


EXCLUSIVE TO COMET | 
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AST MULTIMEDIA PC 

• Intel 133MHz Pentium processor 

• 16Mb EDO RAM 

• 256Kb cache memory 

• 1.2Gb hard disk drive 

• 33.6 DSVD fax/modem 

• 8 speed CD ROM drive 

• 16 bit Wavetable 3D sound card 

• Includes free speaker bar. Model 7312 


CANON ‘x;/ 

COLOUR BUBBLEJET PRINTER 

• Up to 4 pages per minute 

• 720 x 360 dpi print quality f» 

• 100 page sheet feeder L 

Model BJC240 

In-store £199.99 
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PLUS FREE 

HEWLETT PACKARD 

COLOUR INKJET PRINTER 

• Up to 3 pages per minute 

• 600 x 600 dpi print quality 

• Exclusive software bundle: 

Print Shop Deluxe and Myst 

Model DJ400 normally £159.99 




BUY NOW PALY FEB T 99 B* 


£ W9»” 



BUY NOW PAY FEB 1998 v 


£1349.99 


SALE OFFER FREE COLOUR PRINTER* 


OKI PAGE PRINTER 

'...considering its trnpms&ve performance mokes it something of s bargain 

WHAT PC? MAGAZINE 

a Up to 4 pages per minute 
■ 600 x 600 dpi print quality m 

• 50 page sheet feeder L 

Model 4W. was £209.99 
previously £259.99. £249.99 


SAVE 


DRIVE FOR 
M0BE STORAGE 
CAPACITY 
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AST MULTIMEDIA PC - ' 


BUT NOW PAY FEB tbd«» 


MULTIMEDIA PC/PRINTER PACKAGE 
FROM ONLY £29.99 PER MONTH 


Buy the PC you need today and spread the cost by making a monthly payment that best suits your 
budget. These examples show what the monthly payment would be when spread across a 36 month 
period. (Interest will be charged at 19.9% APR, variable). Subject to acceptance. 


PRODUCT 


CASH 

PRICE 


COMMODORE PI 20 
PC/PRINTER PACKAGE 


DEPOSIT 
(Min.1 0%} 


MONTHLY 

PAYMENT 


£999.99 £180.84 


HBBaum 


£1099.99 


£1199.99 


£144.27 


£2 


AST 7312 

PC/PRINTER PACKAGE 


£1349.99 


£1499.99 


El 599.99 


£257.70 


£271.13 


£234.56 


£29.99 


£34.99 


£34.99 


£39.99 


£44.99 


£49.99 


36 months 


£1260.48 


36 months 


36 months 


£1403.91 


£1503.91 


36 months 


36 months 


36 months 


£1697.34 


£1890.77 


£2034.20 


£ 60 

rr.’.mwai 

^LAIM MONEY BACK 
5 -YEAR WARRANTY 


A single premitxn payment guarantees five years 
comprehensive cover against product breakdown, 
if, after five years, you've made no dain\ you can get 
dl your warranty money badcinfuB. Ask h store for 
fufldetals. 


FREE MULTIMEDIA 
HELPLINE 


When you buy any PC or printer at Comet youl! be able 
1o caB our Helpline for just the charge of a normal caB. 
Produced in association with Softbank-PSQ ft*0 give you 
cfl the advice you need for up to five yecrs when you 
buy a 5-year extended warranty. Even subsequent 
peripheral or printer purchases w2 be covered 


w you boy any product from Comet, 
then within W days find the same offer 
on sale locally at a lower price, we'B 
willingly refund the difference, 
PLUS H5% OF THAT DlFFB?BviCE 
Ask in store for fufl details. '■ 



LATEST UPDATED PRICES 


MOST STORES OPEN SUNDAY & UNTIL 8 PM WEEKDAYS. RING FREE ON 0500 435 425 
FOR DETAILS OF YOUR NEAREST MULTIMEDIA COMPUTER CENTRE 


Check the Comet Price Index, it's your guide 
to the lowest prices around on over 150 
of our best seffing products. Available on 

TEletcKt Ch.4 P.425 
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never Church seeks future in glorious past 


WctoetStregfar - . 

The former Liverpool goal- 
keeper fkrax Grobbelaar told 


that he had newer tried to throw 
a football game in his career, 

Mr Grobbekjar, 39, told Win- 
chesterOovm Chart (hat foot- 
ball was now abnsmess and no 
one went out on the field look* 
mg to chock a match, nereis 
no way iwqoW throw a game," 
he told Rodney Klavan, QC for 
the defence, 

The goalkeeper, now; with 
Plymouth Argyie, said the alle- 
gatioiE of matchriggmg bad 
been “hanging over” him for 
three years. He denied receiv- 
ing -any money to fix matches 
from a follow defendant Heng 
Suan Lhn- known as Richard 
- to throw a match, though he 
bad received . suns for 
forecasting results. 

Asked about a Liverpool* 
Manchester United game which 
was a 3-3 .draw, the footballer 


said ft had been “one of ray best 
performances”. He added: “J do 
not think any goalkeeper ccxdd 
have saved any of the sec goals 
scored." 

■ Mr Grobbelaar, Mr Lira and 

the former Wimbledon ArO-er 
JohnFashami deny receiving or 
giving money in a conspiracy to 

influence the oozcome of 
football matches. Mr t im . Mr 
Easbafau and the former ¥m> 
btedon goalkeeper Hans Segen, 
deny a similar charge. Mr 
Grobbelaar denies a separate 
. dtarge of accept ^ £2^000 from 
bis former business partner, 
Christopher Vincent, to 
influence a game. 

Mr Grobbelaar said that by 
die 1993-94 season he realised 
be was near the end of his ca- 
reer but denied being unhappy 
at his salary from Liverpool. 

He denied receiving tAGflOB 
for fixing a livetpool-Nemcas- 
tk match in a meeting wi&Jdm 
Fashanu at the letter's house. 
Liverpool lost the match 3-0. 


DAILY POEM 

Office Friendships 

By Gavin Ewart 

Ewe is madly in love with Hutfi 
And Hugh is keen on Jim. 

Charies is in love with very few • 

Andjew are in love with hurt. 

Mym sits typing notes of love 
With romantic pianist's fingers. 

Dick turns his eyes to the heavens above 
Where Bun's divine perfume lingers. 

Nicky is wlpng eyes arid lits - 
And flaunting ha- wiggly walk 
’Everybody is thrilled to bits 
By CEve’s suggestive talk. . . 

Sex suppressed will go berserk 
ButitkeepsusaEaBve. 

It's awondaful change from wives and work 
Andit ends at half past five. 

'‘Office Friendships” appears in Making Love to Marilyn, an 
anffiofogy of love poems "from the seduction to the end of 
foe affair, ranging from Sappho and Ovid to Carol Ann Daffy 
ttTM^JTpg n Wifl bySusan Robertsandpabbsheq. 


Mr Grobbelaar said that he 
received no money and said Mr 
Vincent was not telling the 
truth about this meeting which 
had occurred to discuss* match 
for the benefit of the victims of 
an air crash in Zambia involy- 
ing that comsxy’s football team. 
The footballer said he had paid 

£20,000 to Mr Vincent but this 

had come from his “sock draw- 
er” and was the proceeds of 
public speaking engagements 
and payments in each from 
friends from Africa whose bills 
he bad earlier seeded. 

Mr Gmtihdf fold the court 
be had met Mr Vincent in 
Chester in 1992 and was asked 
to invest in a safari tourist busi- 
ness which he thought was a 
“good idea", mid the following 
tky paid more than £5,000 as an 
initial investment. He agreed 
the two later became dose 
friends. However, over the non 
two years, Mr Grobbelaar bad 
become concerned about where 
the money , he was investing 
was going, and after a meeting 
m Jmy 1994 the business deal 
had ended with Mr Grobbelaar 
having lost an estimated 
£60,000. 

’ Mr Grobbekar said he would 
receive around £250 for fore- 
casting matches for Mr Lim and 
agreed that Mr Lim bad paid 
him £L50Q for this forecasting 
help at the HSton Hold in Lon- 
don the night before a Liver- 
pool-Norwidi game. 

Earlier, the court had beard 
how Mr Grobbelaar had played 
football in ^Durban, South 
Africa, before moving to Crewe 
in England and then Liverpool 
-the dub he bad always wanted 
to play for. 

Mr Klavan asked him abort 
fas presence at the Heysei sta- 
dium disaster m 1985 and at the 
Hfflsbarocgh disaster fonryesos 
later. Mr Grobbelaar said that 
after the Heysei match he had 
considered giving op the game. 
At Hffisborougb he had seen the 
agony on the faces of fans. He 
agreed that he wonld never 
want to let his fans down 
because he said he knew they 
SrouM^ieyier forget that and 
won! oiHways ask him why he 
had dpneiL The case continues. 
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Holy island: Limflsfame is the venue for one of 117 special events to mark 1,400 years of British Christianity 


Stephen Goodwin 

Heritage Correspondent 

Celebrations planned to mark 
the 1400th anniversary of St 
Augustine’s mission to convert 
the Anglo-Saxons to Christian- 
ity should not be seen as an 
“exercise in ecclesiastical nos- 
talgia”, according to the Church 
of England. 

In 597, St Augustine landed 


in Kent on a papal mission to 
reconvert England to Chris- 
tianity. After the end of Roman 
rale, British Christianity was 
confined to remote Celtic 
churches. Now, church and 
state are combining for a year 
of conservation and celebration. 

■ In a potentially controversial 
move, fragments of bone and 
brain (issue believed to be of St 
Thomas a Becket win go on 


display in an exhibition devot- 
ed to the Canterbury martyr. 
The relics were tested live years 
ago and dated as 1 2th century. 
Pilgrimages to and from Rome 
and linking early Christian sites 
in Britain arc also planned. 

The state’s rule, through 
English Heritage, is compara- 
tively straightforward. Its chair- 
man. Sir Jocelyn Stevens, 
yesterday announced a £ 1 0.000 


project to clean and protect the 
medieval tiles oi the floor of the 
Chapter House at Westmin- 
ster Abbey. Some 117 special 
events are* planned at English 
Heritage's ecclesiastical prop- 
erties ranging from the rums of 
Lindisfamc Priory off the 
Northumbrian coast to Old 
Sanim, the Iron .Age hill fori 
near Salisbury, Wiltshire. 

The Dean of Norwich, the 



Photograph: North News 

Very Rev Stephen Plalten, ie- 
jecled suggestions thnt the 
church was burying its present 
woes in past glories. “It is the 
very reverse," he said. “Hie 
church challenges the present 
with a message which remains 
as radical now as it was in the 
tub century." 

J For a free map <4 England \ 
Christian Heritage*, call 
1)171 973 3434. 


Twenty infected by new Exoli outbreak 


Uz Hunt 

Health Editor 

At least 20 people have now 
been infected and two have died 
in the E.coli food poisoning 
outbreak in Aibroalh it was con- 
firmed yesterday, as new scien- 
tific evidence suggested that 
some yoghurts could protect 
against the bacterium. 

Blood tests on residents and 


staff at the Ihyside town’s 
Cairnie Lodge Home have con- 
firmed 11 further cases of ex- 
posure to the EcoR 0157 bug. 

Local MPs yesterday de- 
manded a statement from the 
Secretary of State for Scot- 
land, Michael Forsyth, as fears 
grew that more lives could be 
at risk among the elderly resi- 
dents who are most vulnerable 
to the bacterium. 


TWo women have died and 
another 83-year-old is giving 
“cause for concern" in the In- 
fectious Diseases Unit at King's 
Cross Hospital in Dundee. An 
84-year-old man also being 
treated at the hospital is de- 
scribed as “comfortable". 

Tayside Health Board said 
that the 11 new cases did not 
mean the outbreak was growing, 
and that all the cases were 


symptom! ess so far. and heing 
closely monitored. 

Meanwhile scientists at the 
Institute of Food Research in 
Reading said that micro- 
organisms called bifidobacteria, 
found in some commercially 
available yoghurts, “fought ofT 
E.coli in laboratory experi- 
ments. According to a report in 
.Vrw Scientist magazine, bifi- 
dobacterium occur naturally in 


the human intestine, but levels 
fall rapidly as people gel older. 

Glen Gibson, a sdcruist at the 
Institute said: “As bifidobacteria 
populations decline, those of 
potentially harmful bacteria, 
such as £.cofi and Strrptocivcru 
surge." However, he warned 
that eating Ike yoghurt may not 
solve the problem. “It’s asking a 
lot for them to get right through 
the gut to the huge intestine." 
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Traxam 
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NOW AVAILABLE WITHOUT A 
PRESCRIPTION 

New7hax turf Pain ReHaf Gel comers trie cinicafiy proven ingredient 
felbinac. a powerful antHnflammaiory anal gesic widely prescribed by 
doctors for treatment of injuries resulting in muscular aches, sprains 
and backache. 

New 7foxam Pain Relief Gel is spedafiy formulated id be absorbed 
through the skin and to penetrate directly to the site erf pain. There it 
acts to relieve the pah of muscular aches, sprains and backache, 
and to reduce any associated swelling and inflammation. 

Clear, odour-free, non-greasy gel 

Unfike some more traditional rubs, new Traxam Pain Relief Gel is dear, 
with no smell, no burning sensation and no tyeasy residue on the skin 
-simply pure pain relief. 

Ttixatn Pain Refef Gel - avaSaWe only from your pharmacy. 
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Pain Relief Gel 

Pure Pain Relief 
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Women seek ways 
to bridge power gap 


Jojo IXioyes 

Napoleon ill’s view that “it is the ab- 
sence of women that enables men to 
tackle important daily questions'’, is 
shared by the world's parliaments, 
according to a new survey. It shows 
that women make up fewer than 12 
per cent of MPs-2 per cent less than 
there were 100 years ago. 

Members of Parliament from 77 
countries will meet in New Delhi 
today to discuss wavs to bridge the 
gender gap in a follow-up to the 1995 
United Nations Conference on 
Women in Peking, of which the sur- 
vey forms a key pan. 

“The percentage of women 
involved in politics is far below pari- 
ty," Pierre Cornfllon, secretary-gen- 
eral of the Geneva-based Inter-Par- 
liamentary Union. Its study of 179 
parliaments released yesterday in 
Geneva, Washington and New Delhi, 
sbowed that only 11.7 per cent of the 
MPs world-wide are women, down 
from a high of 14.6 per cent in 1S98, 
despite women comprising half of the 
world’s population. 

The IPU. which surveyed 1,000 
political parties, also said that only 
one out of eveiy 10 party leaders was 
a woman despite a large number of 




female activists, and Che gap between 
the sexes in political power was wider 
now than in 1985. 

Countries with a high proportion 
of women MPs, such as Sweden, 
which came out best with more than 
40 per cent or Norway, with 39 per 
cent, tend to use a different electoral 
system. Women make up 9 per cent 
of the MPs in Britain - where Nancy 
Astor was one of the first female MPS 
- and 6 per cent of those in France. 

Some countries did not even have 
enough women legislators to meet a 
request that tbeir small delegations 
to New Delhi be half female. They 
were told to make up the numbers 
with men. “The IPU will be advocat- 
ing a new social contract for democ- 
racy based on parity between men 
and women in poll Lies," Mr Co rail - 
Ion said in a statement. 

But he added that the IPU had giv- 
en up its aim to achieve gender parity 
in parliaments by 2000 in favour of a 
more pragmatic approach. 

Organisers said the conference 
would debate key issues to belp 
boost women in parliaments such as 
financing women’s electoral cam- 
paigns, quotas for women in parlia- 
ments and the image of women 
politicians in the media. 
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Judith Judd 

Education Editor 

Labour’s policy of reducing in- 
fant class sizes would restrict 
parental choice at popular pri- 
mary schools, a new study said 
yesterday. 

Thepartyhas promised tocut 
dass sizes for five to seven-year- 
olds to a maximum of 30 ’using 
money from the Assisted Places 
Scheme which subsidises bright 
pupils at private schools. Bur a 
study from the Institute of Pub- - 
lie Finance suggests the cost 
would rise dramatically unless 
more children were refused 
places at popular schools and d* 


Labour last night denied the 
report's suggestion that legis- 
lation would be iHMXssaxy to re- 
strict primary dass sizes but 

nni.,n-tnrl .^..,1 I- 


Pioneer: Nancy Astor, who was elected in 1919 Photograph: Hutton Getty 


riding admissions to popular 
schools would have to take 
dass size into account 
At present, many oversized 


classes are the result of suc- 
cessful appeals by parents re- 
fused places by schools which 
say they are fuIL- - 
In some cases, the report says! 
education authorities could re-, 
duce dass sizes simply by re- 
distributing pupHs, though this 
might prove unpopular with - 
parents. In more remote areas, 
new teachers and new dass- . 
rooms would be needed. - 
The report calculates that, 
over the seven years in which 
the assisted places scheme is 
phased out, the money saved 
would be at least £250m short 
of that required. -Reducing 
infant dass sizes would cost 
about £65m ayear plus around 
£l00m in capital costs, it says. 
Savings from assisted places 
would build up to about £49m . 
a year after seven years and 
the accumulated deficit would 
then be £250m. The cost of ed- 
ucating the 34,000 pupils now 
on the scheme in state schools ■ 
would still have to be met 


by the taxpayer, the report atys. 

Peter KiKbyle, shadow, 
schools minister, said: “An ad- 
ditional 318,000 pupils have 
been accommodated in state- 
sdtoob over ffie last thrreypar^ 
wfthno extra Ex- 

chequer. It is ridiculous to sug- 
gest that the cost of providing - ' 
for fr,000 pt^'a yrar who " 

might otherwise have goms on 
assisted places is m addition". 

A spokesman added: ‘There 
would be a partnership be- ' 
tween schools and local au- w| 
thorities to ensure that parental 
demands were met? . 

David Waodhead, director, 
of the Independent Schools In- . 
formation Service which corn- 


analysis shows that- Labour 
would issue a double blow to 
parental choice. Not only would 
poor families lose the opportu- 
nity of an independent school 
education but many more par- 
ents will find the doors of pop- 
ular primary schools shut" 
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writ over report 


Christian Wbftnar 

Westminster Correspondent 

The former Conservative Chief 
Whip, Richard Ryder, yesterday 
threatened to take legal action 
against the BBC and The 
Guardian following claims that 
he would be criticised by the 
Standards and Privileges Com- 
mittee report which was pub- 
lished yesterday. 

The report did not in fact 
mention Mr Ryder. It also ex- 
onerated David Mitchell the 
former Conservative whip un- 
der investigation, from using his 
position to dissuade the now-de- 
funct Members Interests Com- 
mittee from investigating 
allegations two years ago that 
NeO Hamilton MP had accept- 
ed cash for questions in 
Parliament. 

The report criticised Mr 
Mitchell’s appointment to a 
quasi-judicial committee as “a 
mistake" because he was a whip 
at the time. 

* Last night, Mr Ryder threat- 
ened to issue libel writs, saying 
he bad instructed his solicitors . 
to “threaten, and if necessary in- 
stitute legal proceedings” 
against the BBC and The 
Guardian over the earlier re- 
ports unless they apologised and . 
paid damages. 

In a letter to the chairman of 
the Standards and Privileges 
Committee, the Leader of the 
Commons Tony Newton; Mr 
Ryder also warned that he re- 
served the right to start legal 
proceedings against the Privi- 
leges Committee member “sus- - 
paled of being the source of the 


malicious briefing”. He called 
on Mr Newton to cany out “an . 

immedia te anrffiin itw estig Htimi 

into this shambles", with, wit- 
nesses interviewed in publicon 
oath. . 

While the -Standards and 
Privileges Committee report 
recommends that no tqppomt- 

committe^^mil^^ 1 made in 
future, it accepts Mr Mitchell's 
version that he was an unwitting 
party to events and had not re- . 
alised that his appointment to 
the Members’ Interests Com- 
mittee would cause a row. 

However, some Labour MPS 
are critical of the fact that the , 
Privileges Committee (fid not 1 
summon any witnesses, other 
than Mr MitcbcIL 

One Labour Source said: -. 
“This is another nail id the cof- 
fin for setf-regulation.” Yester- 
day’s report contrasts sharply 
with an earlier report contain- 
ing riflwvmng criticism of Tbiy 
minister David.WHletts, accus- 
ing him of “dissembling”. This 
report, published in December, 
led to ms resignation. ~ 

The- Standards ahd Privi- 
leges Committee will now con- 
sider the main complaint about 
Neil Hamilton accepting cash 
for questions, but it looks in- 
creasmgly that it will foil to pro- 
duce its report before the 
general election. 


Privileges, Complaint of alleged 
improper pressure brought to 
be^ on die seled committee on 
members’ .interest in 1994 
(further report). Stationery 
Office, £8 80 


She's ninety-seven years oid, weighs 
heaven knows how many tonnes and needs 
a face-lift. You've fallen in iove. 


( 4.4% APR ) until 1 March 1993 with a 3% 
cashback, which could give you as muc! 
as £6,000. 


All that stands between you is a mortgage. 
Not any more. We can help you achieve 
your heart's desire. 

Quite simply, we're offering one of our best 
discounted mortgages to First and Next Time 
Buyers. We've matched a 3% discount 


ALLIANCE 

LEICESTER 


You needn't worry about butterflies in the 
stomach, either. We've always s trained 
Mortgage Officer on hand to heic, So drop ‘in 
to your local branch of Alliance & Leicester 
or call 0800 412 214 to find cut more. 

It could be the start of a beautiful relationsiiic. 




He's chained up through Ms sensitive nose and made to waAc 
Ofl red hot plates, whilst the back of his leg* are Aft in time ' 
to music. Onlookers taunt him and force him to drink beet 
Why? Because they’re teaching him to ‘dance.’ for tourists 
who pay to watch his mfnnMhg watte. 

The World Society for the Protection of Animats (WSf*) 
rescues ’dancing bears' and takes them to; sanctuaries 
where they can be free of pain and suffering. But we 
can’t carry out our Jtfo-saving work without the support of 
people Hke you. Yoor gift of JUst £10, or whatever you can 
afford, will help cut the ch a ins of innocent nilnds 
So ptease send your donation today. He's counting on you. 
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YOUR ROME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO MOT KEEP UP REPAYMEMTS ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER L0*il\ SECS 
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ffcase send ihte con^ieted tom and your donation 
Uc WSPA, Dept AL234, Freepost NH2604. 
Northamptcw. NW3 6BR. No stamp fensaded, 
THANK YOU. (faWaterad OwiirMJ82908 
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THE COMPUTER SUPERSTORE 

BRITAIN'S BIGGEST EVER COMPUTER 
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gr threat a PACKARD BELL 

^lUCaltj 100MHz Pentium Processor. ■ 

' 8 Mb RAM. 850 Mb hard disk. I 

ttnyiA Quad speed multimedia. 28 . 8 K.bps 

9 ▼ . V^X X CTjjj data/fox modem. Remote controlled 

* communications card Radio card 

Over £1000 worth of software* 
HURRY LIMITED STOCKS! 

Was £ 134 ? £ 1449 * £ 999 . 

Model: Packard Befl 909 D 
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NOTHING TO PAY FOR 9 MONTHS 


FINAL SALE 
REDUCTION 


PACKARD BELL 




SAVE 

£400 


NOTHING TO PAY FOR 9 MONTHS 


PRINTER SALE - SAVE Vo £100 


HURRY 

FINAL WEEK 


PC PRICES 
CUT EVEN 
FURTHER 
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SAVE 

£40 



CANON 


Coloor kdjat Nntec. 

7»f 360 DPI aokagn (fata*) 
36Dx J60 DPI crior pne 
Up to 4 pqps per mine (bray 
WjspfiW£ 3 B 9 . 

Ucdcc Canin BK34Q 
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£199 


SAVE 





£400 


PACKARD BELL 

120MHz Pentium Processor 
8 Mb EDO RAM. 1 Gb hard disk. 

Six speed multimedia. 

3 D surround sound. 

Over £1000 worth of software*. 
HURRY LIMITED STOCKS! 

Was £W 99 £J+99T£U49- £ 1099 . 

Model: Packard BeH 9001s 


25% OFF ■ brother 

INKJET CARTRIDGES 


FINAL SALE 
reduction 


£999 


Lnw PrfafiK. 

l20Ore0ODPl«sakaon.Upto 12 
P^spar rax** 2Mb memo? «6i 
emradnwnoy rats* 75 iokkk 
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NOTHING TO PAY FOR 9 MONTHS 



PERIPHERALS SALE - SAVE Vo £120 


CD ROM DRIVE 

Creative Labs 12 speed CD ROM Driw. 

12 speed enhanced IDEA**. tndudes Encarta 97. 
Wrared recsfeAerotadooBolttai trewse. 

1800 KBS transferase. ■ 
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TAPE BACKUP r^VVl SCANNER cnAfF 
i ii ii m i HALF fl y ■ n ■ ii . ^ .i 1 .1 j, -'k I 

r50_, 


£ 


FROM 

LATEST ULTRA-FAST PENTIUM" PROCESSOR 


Golocada Im-35. ~ 

WemBl 3 S 0 »*¥*elape 
backup device includes backup 
software tor DOS Wndms and 
Windows ». 

Wes €9939. 


w 

BUYS A 
CUTTE! 


SCANNER 


400 4* per nch>enfceon fas 
cobu page scanner wthtal use 
tf BTgge mawgsnerr s o fa rac 
Vickides adHncaA dxumera 
fredw Wte£299~£27S 


ttaotatt Packard 4S. 

t &E¥SCBtefti3A4pagescaraiet. 
* ‘tridudesfafl suite erf Document 
. Management Software, OCR, 
f ma2, 6* and pnrtf 
■ Was El 7a 
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£ 149 


etatmO&tfUCbjt* 

BardOtfw. 

35" Keratf IDE Dance 
Ful manjcnons nduaed 
lte£399. 


DIGITAL CAMERA sAVE 

£100 


Kodak DOO- 

Frf cokxir digM cameia 

Capture images m tuB cotout 

and download to jour PC (or 
edamg, printing cr snoring. 
Was £299. 


MULTIMEDIA KtT[ s A VE 

EggrlgaCT ci o 


MEMORY v 
BUY ONE AND 
GET THE SECOND 
FOR HALF PRICE 
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166MHz Pentium* processor 
?. with MMX™ Technology* 

i 1 6Mb EDO RAM. 1.6Gb hard disk. 
, 256K cache memory. Eight speed 
£ multimedia. 33.6Kbps data/fax 
modem. 15* monitor. 

t.VOei fc-n K~i'. «':£<. MV ' 
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16GfllHz PesfimZ Processor 
-an. p*«w •farhnnlni i 

21Mb RAM. 2.1Gb had asL So&een s^jeed 
mutemetfe. I Mb EDO PQ gnnrftrcs. 
33.6Jtbps dataflWvao? modem. E*y 
access brawns - drea kcess to oppLobons, 
fAxfei: Currant 4760 P166UW Mnocwu 
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NOTHIN G TO PAY FOR 9 MONTHS 

PACKARD BELL 


166MHz Penti am Processor 
wife MMX TrtBMdoey 

32Mb R.«M 2Gb had disk. 256L cache 
memoiy Eight spwd muJtimedw. 
33.6K.faps .Tcder-r 2Mb 30 graphics card 
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AcbrACROS 

120MHz Pentium Processor. 
8Mb RAM. 810Mb hard disk. 

14* Monitor. Eight speed multimedia. 
Stereo Soundcard and speakers. 

Plus FREE £650 worth of software* 
Was £999. 

Model: ACM Acros PI 20 Multimedia 
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MICROSOFT OFFICE 97 


The woiid“s must popular office suite 
now includes the power of the web. 
Includes Microsoft Word 97 Excel 0 ? 
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THE BEST CHOICE FOR ALL 
YOUR BUSINESS COMPUTING NEEDS 


EXPERT ADVICE 


AFTER SALES SUPPORT 

• Business account facilities available 
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• Easy telephone ordering and next day 
delivery nationwide (for orders 
before 4pm). 
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windfall tax 
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Shadow chancellor pledges to plough £3bn 
revenue into programme to help unemployed 

Labour plans 
to impose levy 
in first Budget 




Anthony Bevins 

Political editor 

Labour's new windfall tax, 
which is expected “comfort' 
ably" to raise at least £3bo, will 
form part of Gordon Brown's 
first Budget, to be delivered 
within six weeks of his move into 
the Treasury. 

But as Mr Brown showed in 
an interview on BBC Radio 4’s 
Today programme yesterday. 
Labour is reluctant to go into 
any great detail before it dis- 
cusses the practicalities - in 
government - with the Inland 
Revenue and privatised indus- 
try regulators. 

Conservative demands for in- 
formation on the amounts of tax 
to be raised from individual 
companies are regarded as a po- 
tential trap for the unwary, cre- 
ating hostages to fortune. 

While Labour’s legal advice 
is that the windfall tax would 
withstand legal challenge in 
British or European courts, 
that does not mean that Labour 
leaders can abandon all care. 

injudicious statements could 
yet open the tax to legal action, 
as could any inequality of ap- 
plication of the lax. All utilities 
would have to be put on the 
same footing; if one was unjus- 
tifiably exempted, others could 
then open legal proceedings. 

However, Mr Brown told 
Today. “I think what the utili- 
ties will now want to do, instead 
of defending a privileged posi- 
tion, is to work with us so that 
we can implement this in a sen- 
sible way." 

He said that every privatised 
utility would be considered as 
a candidate for the tax, to be 
judged on the basis of “the ex- 
tent of their monopoly position, 
the weakness, or not, of the reg- 
ulatory regime, and the value of 
the assets on the point of sale." 

But Mr Brown said last night 
there was no question, whatev- 
er the utilities themselves 


threatened,‘‘ofanyregulatora!- 
knving any rise in prices because 
of the windfall levy. 

“And any attempt to lower in- 
vestment levels below those 
which are promised would, of 
course, be in breach of under- 
takings made." 

The main purpose of the tax 
is to finance Labour’s pledge to 
get 230,000 young unemployed 
off benefit and into wore. 

Explaining bow the one-off 
£3bn levy would be spent over 
a period of years, Mr Brown 
said in an Anthony Crosland 


British Telecom £3,01 9m 
British Gas £607m 

Water & Sewerage £1,631m 
Regional electricity 
companies £1 ,681m 

Electricity 

generators £1 ,493m 

Matronal Grid - £81 6.5m 

Scottish electricity 
companies £599.9m 

BAA (Airports) . £41 8m 

(The figures for the 10 water com- 
penles are tor tMr matn regulat- 
ed businesses and exclude 
unrogutated activities such as con- 
tracting and consultancy). . 

Memorial Lecture last night: * A 
tax rebate of £60 a week will be 
offered to a private company to 
take young people on. 

“They will be offered the op- 
tion of employment through a 
community and voluntary organ- 
isation programme, or through 
our new Environmental Task- 
force as party of our Citizen's 
Service. 

“And each of these three op- 
tions for work involves day-re- 
lease education or training 
leading to a qualification. 

“And to create a fourth op- 
tion, full-time further education 
and training, we will end the 
perversity of unemployed young 


men and women, without basic 
qualifications, being banned 
from benefit if they study for 
more than 16 hours." 

Mr Brown repeated that 
“there will be no fifth option of 
remaining permanently on full 
benefit," he warned. 

As for the older long-term un- 
employed, Mr Brown said that 
employers who took on people 
who had been unemployed for 
two years or more would be of- 
fered a £75 a week tax rebate. 

The basic Labour employ- 
ment programme is expected to 
cost £900m In the first year for 
the under-25s, and £100m for 
the Jong'teim unemployed, with 
another £2bn spread over the 
re maining four years of a five- 
year Parliament. 

If the windfall levy raised 
more than £3bn, that would be 
ploughed into the programme 
to hdp the unemployed - “part 
of an abandoned and forgotten 
generation.” 

Putting the tax into its polit- 
ical context, Mr Brown said 
last night: “There have been left- 
of-centre politicians who have 
espoused socialism, but fail to 
meet the test of credibility," he 
said. “There have been those 
who have presented themselves 
as credible by abandoning so- 
cialism. 

‘The real challenge of left-of- 
centre politics is to be socialist 
and at the same time credible.” 
That was a challenge, he said, 
that Labour fully understood - 
“and fully intend to meet". 

Mr Brown also said the “sec- 
ond building block" of his mod- 
ernisation programme would 
bring a lower starting rale of in- 
come tax - 10p in the pound - 
and an adjustment of benefit 
dawback, “to make work pay”. 

It was said last night that he 
would like to introduce the lOp 
rate in his first year of office - 
but there is no question of 
windfall tax revenue being di- 
verted to finance that proposal. 


Chris GodsmaHk 

Business Correspondent- • ■ 

The privatise utilities may kk± 
and scream over the Shadow 
Chancellor Gordon Brown’s 
proposed windfall tax, but in 
reality most are privately 
resigned to paying it 



earned by the electricity and wa- 
ter companies will continue to 
be based on monopolies over 
pipettes and wires for the fore- 
seeable future. 

Labour has given up listen- 
ing to directors of these busi- 
nesses who naively believe they 
can avoid the tax altogether. 
Most have stopped lobbying 
shadow minis ters in favour of 
examinin g the legality of the tax. 
Already several utilities have 
pledged to test the legislation in 
the European Court in the in- 
terests of their shareholders. 

So can they afford it? Recent 
research from Nat West Securi- 
ties, the City of London arm of 
the National Westminster Bank, 
concluded that “logic" sug- 
gested Labour would raise 


An analyst with another lead- 
ing City bank, who did not 
want to be named, said: “The 
utilities all have strong balance 
sheets with relatively small 
amounts of debt^Provided the 
tax is not levied at draconian 
rates they’ll write a cheque out 
to pay ft. They may not do that 
happily, but it won’t hurt them.” 

The real haggling will be 
over those companies which 
have changed so much since the 
initial burst into tire private sec- 
tor that they no longer consid- 
er themselves to be utilities at 
aft. British Tfelecom is the most 
obvious example. “We would 
arpue we are not a monopoly 
utility,” a spokesman said yes- 
terday. 

In BT*s defence it does face 
stiff competition in the business 
and international phone call 
markets. The company’s £12bn 
merger with the aggressive 
American long-distance oper- 
ator, MCI. Communications, 
also lessens BT*s dependence 
on the UK market." 

Yet BT still controls more 
than 90 per cent of residential 
phone lines and domestic cus- 


tomers trill see UxdrteBs 
lated by a 'tough 
until 2001/ . 

The row goes *step 
with BAA, the former. 
Airports Authority, 
js has a hugely dominant 
non in the South-east <rf. 
land as the owner of Hr^” 
Gatwick and Smsted 
it has been hard at work J&/ 
bying Labour tony to showfts 
competitive credentials. ^ .. 

' It also insists that it has not 
made excess earnings and paid 
£103m in tax last year! How Mr 
Brown’s parliamentary Bfll will 
combat these claims is still 
unclear.. 

Yet perhaps the biggest hur- 
dle Mr Brown faces may not be 
from thdeompames themselves, 
but from the industry regiilatnrg 

who he has pledged to consult 

Yesterday Clare Spottis- 
- woode, the gas regulator and 
1 one who is never afraid to court 
controversy, said that she would 
tell Mr Brown that the tax 
would be “hard to justify”. 

She claimed her recent sav- 
age price formula for British 
Gas's pipeline business was 
designed to compensate for 
past efficiency gains. She went 
om Tf I was going to do my job 
properly there won’t be any 
excess profits." 

' Ms Spottiswoode also ar- 
gued that current shareholders 
of British Gas, who have had a 
torrid time in recent months 
because of her own ptioe pro- 
posals, would be the ones dob- 
bered rather than those who 
made the true windfall gains in 
the glory days of the late 1980s 
. after privatisation. 

Labour will also have to pre- 
vent the tax being passed on to 
consumers in higher bills. 

Professor.: Stephen Ut- 
tlechfld, the electricity regula- 
tor, has said that he would be 
obliged to look at the case put 
to him by the companies. 
Equalty, party sources said they 
would override such a move 
using existing legislation. 

Few of those affected gen- 
uinely believe Mr Brown will foil 
to push through his cherished 
windfaDlevy. But this does not 
mean they will stop trying every 
method possible to persuade 
him to abandon it. : 





Amazing. 

Some health plans don’t fully cover 
surgeons’ fees. 







Can 0800 77 99 55 now, 

or fill in the coupon for a no-obligation quote. 
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Incredible as it sounds, some 
of the leading health insurers 
place financial limits on cover 
for surgeons', anaesthetists’ 
and physicians’ foes. 

Besides this, some won’t fulty 
cover out-patient treatment 
such as x-rays, scans and 
diagnostic tests. And others 
offer no provision for alter- 
native medicine. 

Primecare, a policy from 
Prime Health, gives you all this 
cover as well as a no-claims 
discount of up to 50%. But 
the most remarkable thing 
about H; is the price, whiGh is 
equivalent to some companie^ 
budget schemes. 

Why not call us to see how 
your current policy compares 
to Primecare? 

Prime Health 


A member of the Standard Life Group 
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Q Grow H* In 12 Weeks: The natural 
way to conbat that hair-loss. 

□ Ears £180 a Day Writing Ibis man iSd ft 

and be reckons anyone can do the same. A good 
read and a perfectly achievable target This book 
proves that rtfs not just a cteam. 

□ IkMWHiont Drags: One of themost 
important books on relaxation and sett help 
overwritten. An absolute must 

□ How to Mate Mo n ey Wr fllM g Short 


□ Food* That Mate Yon LomWe&b 

team the secrets irf negative calorie eating. - 
and as the book says, foods that make make 
you lose weight 

□ Hn*f leas: An A-Z guide of health prob- 
lems and the heating teas used over centuries 
to treat them. 

□Thyroid Handbook: Covers ail aspects of 
thyroid disorder, from its prevention to the wide 


A GREAT SELECTION OF 
ORIGINAL PUBLICATIONS I 
NORMALLY PRICED UPTD: X 
£15.00 -NOW ONLY £3 * 
EACH, WHILE THEY LAST I 

QUANTITIES ARE LIMITED SO ORDER . I 
TODW TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT I 


□Travel Free- AHaiAosfc of Travel Tl^ I 

Hem's how to get upgraded flights, discounted ( 
tickets, travel free, stay in top hotels at 40% ■ 

off, get 30% off the priced a cruise and . . . 


what ft says -you ready can earn more per word 
dm many famous authors. 

□ Ulcar Handbook: Ulcers can be painful 

and irritating. Wh shawm ways to beat the 
pain and treat those ulcers. 

□ Tradttkmai Heattb Remedies: This eye 
opening book will show you the hidden benefits 

nf a luhia iraiiatu nf tro/fitinni! tima hvhu/ 


and proven remedies. 

□ Inc MiHu e i icc I I— Winn l r Jhissetf-hdp 

guide answers afl you questions. 

□ HNrtoMfeVNrOnimJIhkjtffi 


□ Hfe* Stood PresMRE Advice on whatto 
do (and what not to do) to reduce the risks 
associated with this condition. 


way you want, not the way the courts decide 
for the tack of a rvil 

□ The 100 Best Classics at a Glance: 

The one hundred greatest classics ever 
written, now at the rate of one book per 
page. Instant culture! 

□ Like Ybandf and Oifaers WiB Too: Any 


□ Over The Counter kfcffldnes: This book 

simply shows you the medkmesyou should be 
asking for over theermter. 

□ Asthma Handbook Tab control of your 
asthma so that it no longer interferes with your 
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□' The Computer Auction Hwidboofc/fcw 

to buy or sell computers at auction - a business 
opportunity for the 90s! 

Q Yhw TaBfkg Cat A detailed guide on 
tow to talk toyour cat including the 19 meows 


□ Boost YborMetabofisac This course wig' J 

make you fed fitter, healthier. slimmer and more J 
confident about your body , - I 

Q haHe»«Boo H a n dbook Everytinngyou . 

need to know about how to heat and avoid ■ ' • 
digestive disorders. JT I 

□ Colonic fcitg a Ban : Film stars swear by it J 

Find out about tins extimety popular and bene- 1 
ficial form of body- deansing. | 

□ Babies BaMes, Your kmnhigBriy J 

Another of those question and answer books. I 


parents as weft as anyone else interested m 
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□ BSenopauss Handbook: Makes this time 
of life easier by explaining the changes and 
problems that may occur 

□lAHe Known Hnlffc Qnc.Tjfeffife " ’1 


sold to date. 

□ Eczema Handbook: This self help hand- 
book covers everything you can do to 
make irving with eczema easier. 


subject is treated in a down to earth riyte- 
including how to heat yourself. ■ 
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getting on. But its easier sad than done 
hence the need tor this very sympathetic 
and helpful book. 


□HmdlipB lips & Secrets from a seasoned 



£3 BOOK SALE - ORDER COUPON 


PlessesHid s* rc <nr4, . l.. . - „ ' . 


the hassles of travailing 


□ Ewriaris H a ndb ook What causes 
psoriasis? How can it be treated? This book 
answers elf your questions. 




hi ‘man's best friend' and get an answer you 
can understand -definitely one farad 
dog lovers everywhere! 


□ I encloses dieque/postal order, payablefoCamfiULM - ^ ' ^ ' 
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The pictures that 
prove the guilt 
of Moshe Dayan 
- hero and thief 


! Patrick Cockfaarn 

I Jerusalem 


jFor three, decades General 
[Moshe Dayan, the most revered 
I Israeli mililaxy leader, looted ar- 

jchaeolpgical sites in Israel and w 

posals. would he thconrsc territories conquered by the helicopter pilot, which for the 
wired rather than fc»- '.Israeli army. “He robbed an- first time show one modem of 


paigmnot jnst in the Knesset hot 
from people in the streets." 

An Israeli journalist. Shush 
Mnla, working for the 
Jerusalem weekly KoBtaTr has 
now discovered photographs, 
taken by an Israeli military 
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jtiquioes wherever be could 
reach," says Uri Avneri, a for- 
mer magarine editor and radi- 
cal member of the Knesset, 
[who for years campaigned 
1 against Gen Dayan’s activities, 
j Bythetimehedied.lrisrep- 
jUtaiKm tarnished by setbacks In 
‘the 1973 war' with Egypt and 
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general were notorious. He fre- 
jquently dispatched military 
! units to locate and retrieve tfo- 
= jects for his coQection..Ou his 
j death in 1SS1 the Israel Muse- 
jnm In Jerusalem paid Sim 
| (£620,000) for a thousand 
I objects owned by Gen Dayan, 

| though critics argued that most 
| were illegally acquired. ■ - 
j “It wasn’t easy for archaeol- 
ogists to stand up to hnu," says 
j one Israeli ancient historian. 

! Trudi Dottan, an archaeologist 
j who knew .Gen Dayan, says he 
j had great intuition about where 
j to dig, but also an aB-consum- 
I ing “hist for finding antiquities". 

• Uri Avneri says Gen Dayan 
I grew up poor and was always ea- 
I ger for money: “He would go to 
i an Arab dealer in Bethlehem; 

! but the man would not dare to 
turn him down or charge him 
the real price for an object. It 
was dose to expropriation.'’ 
Talay Anton, curator of the . 
j Dayan collection at the Israel 
! Museum, says pieces of an- 
jdent jewellery Gen Dayan is 
1 known to have once owned 
[ were not among the objects the 
[ museum bought: “Whar we got 
J was mostly pots and jars.” 

! The reason Gen Dayan was 
; able to get away with this for so 
j long was that after lsraei’svic- 

J trvrw 


ing place just after the Israeli 
army, whose chief of staff was 
Gen Dayan, captured Sinai in 
1956. 

Uri Yarom, the pilot, has 
vivid memories of what hap- 
pened, because hehelieves Ins 
life was put in danger by the 
venture, which had no nuDtaqr 
justification. 



tones in 1956 and 1967 he was 
a national hen). 

Mr Avneri says that not only 
did archaeologists not support 
him against Gen Dayan, but “I 
have never known such hatred 
towards me because of my cam' 


Close-up of carving of the 
Goddess Hathor an the stela 

Nc sooner had the fighting 
finished during the Suez war of 
1956 than Gea Dayan took his 
family to southern Smai to^ vis- 
it Saiabit al-Khadim, a moun- 
tainlop which is the site of an 
andent Egyptian sancmaiy of 
the XII Dynasty, de dica t ed to 
the Goddess Hathor,^ often rep- 
resented as a cow-headed 
woman. Beside her temple are 
stelae, or stone pillars, cov- 
ered with hieroglyphs and carv- 
ings. Go 27 November, only 
three weeks after the Israelis 
captured southern Sinai, Uri 
Yarom was sent to bring three 
of the stelae to Israel, where 
they ended up in the courtyard 
of Gen Dayan’s house. 

“We were told the mission 
was of national importance,’' Mr 
Yarom told Shnrii Mula. From 
foe be ginning they faced diffi- 
culties. Thick mist over Sinai 


made it difficult for them to 
readx Abu Rudes, the airbase 
nearest to Sarabit al-Khadim. 
“We flew over the ground, see- 
ing nothing but clouds," Mr 
Yarom said. “The maps we bad 
in our hands were of no value." 

At Abu Rude is they found 
somebody had stolen the extra 
supplies of gasoline on whi ch 
they were counting. As they 
wailed there was a sandstorm 
and Mr Yarom was frightened 
. that sand would get Into the be- 
licopter’s engine. He tried to 
protect it with canvas cut from 
old beach umbrellas. 

The next day the helicopter 
found Saiabit aJ-Kbadhn after 
two failed attempts. The pho- 
tographs show Mr Yarom stand- 
ing with three other soldiers in 
front of a lOft-high stela with 
others in foe background. 

Another photograph shows 
the AS-55 helicopter in the air 
a&frfliptgela hanging beneath 
mTxweighed half a tonne. “It 
was hick of responsibility not to 

tell us the v«ight," says Mr 
Yarom. Back in Tel Aviv a dri- 
ver loading one of three stones 
onto a truck for carriage to Gen 
Dayan’s house was surprised by 
its weight and dropped it, crack- 
ing the 3,500-year-old carving. 

The travels of the carvings 
from foe temple of Hathor 
were not over. In. 1979 Gen 
Dayan joined the right-wing 
.government of Menaoum Be- 
gin as Foreign Minister. His 
reputation bad never quite re- 
covered from the initial success 
of the surprise attack made by 
Egypt and Syria in 1973. 

At Camp David Israel agreed 
openly to return Sinai to Egypt 
and, less publicly, to return foe 
carvings from Smai wiricb had 
been sitting in the courtyard of 
Gen Dayan’s house. M Tbe main 
difficulty was to persuade 
Dayan to give them back," said 
one of those involved. 

TWo years later Gen Dayan 
died. His health had been dam- 
aged by foiling into an arefaae- 
ologicaJ excavation. There was 
criticism of the purchase of his 
collection by the Israel Muse- 
um for such a large sum since 
under Israeli law the objects 
should have automatically be- 



Now it was done: The pilot Uri Yarom, in dark glass es , with the helicopter crew by the stela at Sarabft-al Khadlm 
(above) before flying off with the stela han£ng beneath It (top), en route for the house of Gen Dayan (top left) 

longed to foe stale. Certain 
items were missing. ' 

Thlay Anion, curator of foe 
Dayan collection, says the mu- 
seum has 35 unique pottery 
coffins from 1,400 BC found in 
foe Gaza strip acquired by Gen 
Dayan, but there is “no sign of 
foe jewellery found in some of 
them." 

By contrast foe loot taken 
from Sarabit al-Khadim is back 
where it came from, none foe 
worse for its sojourn in Israel, 
except that a large crack now 
runs down foe face of a stela 
portraying the Goddess Hathor. 


Anyone who has applied fur any 
form of official document in 
France wQl sympathise with the 
sad. but ultimately happy, Mo- 
ry of Angclinc Le Lcvuur. 

A great -grandmother, aged 
83, she has lived for 74 years in 
Morluix. a small town in Brit- 
tany. believing herself to hr 
French. One day last March she 
applied for a new identity card 
and was told she was not 
French, or at least could not 
prove she was French. 

Mrs Le Lvyour liad hceotnc 
French (or so she thought) 
when she married hh y ears agt 
She had voted in cveiry French 
election over seven decades, hail 
had Freuch children. French 
grandchildren and Frencli 
great-grandchildren. She had 
owned a sucecvsion of FreiK'h 
identity cards and passports. 

When her identity card ex- 
pired last year, she applied tor 
a new. computerised one. She 
was asked to produce a Cer- 
tificate of French Nationality, 
which had never been required 
before and whieh, as far as she 
knew, she had never possessed. 
(The rules for automatic re- 
newal of French identity cards 
have been changed as part of the 
switch to computerised cards. 
But many suspect identity and 
immigration procedures arc 
being tightened in response to 
criticisms from Jean-Marie Le 
Pen's far-right Front National ). 

In any event, Mrs Le Lcwur 
was refuxed a new card. She ap- 
pealed to foe local courts and 
was again refused. The court 
said she must “justify' her pos- 
session of French ciluenship". 
For the last 1 1 months she has 
been technically stateless. 

This week her lawyer. Gillcs 
Carofl. appealed to foe gov- 
ernment, to publicise her ease 
nationally. Yesterday, foe Inte- 
rior Minister, Jean-Louis Dcbre 
sent her a personal letter 
promising he would waive the 
rules. By early afternoon. Mrs 
Le Leyour was French again 
and had foe card to prove it. 

Mr Caroff said yesterday it 
wws a case of “bureaueratic'lu- 
nacy". He had brought a string 
of witnesses to attest to Mis Le 
Leyour’s Frenchness but it was 
not judged sufficient. “At least 
il has ended happily," be said. 

The story coincides with a 
row over immigration rules. A 
law proposed by Mr Dcbre to 
“Streamline - ' the procedures 
was stiffened by the National 
Assembly and then softened by 
the Senate last week. The sus- 
picion is that the government 
wishes lonlay both sides of foe 
fence, to adfiect attacks from Mr 
Le Pen’s Front National. 


Turks take dim view of 
Islamists’ rising profile 


Christopher de BeUafeue 

Ankara 
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“Parasites,” is how Necmettm 
Erbakan, Turkey’s Islamic- 
| inclined prime minister, de- 
! scribed several million of his 
compatriots on Monday. Mr Er- 
bakan »nd his Welfare Party do 
not approve of a growing num- 
ber of Turks wbo have taken to 
extinguishing their lights for a 
mm ute at 9pm each night- 
f The protest - which began 
f modestly, but is now spreading 
■ fast —was originally intended to 

| express liberal Turks’ disquiet at 

'j corruption within the state. 
'■ However, government sensi- 
5 livity- curious , ance Mr Er- 
j bakan’s Welfare Party remains 
i largely unimplicated in allega- 

: tionsofskiildiiggeiy-has® 8 ^® 

- it a symbol of an acrimonious 

, j debate between secularists and 

, ; Islamists. ■ 

•j Tactless oomments by Mr 
! f Erb akan ’s justice minister. 

: • Sevket Kagan, have propelled 
• Tlntey*s Atevts (Alawitcs), a re- 
1 > ligious minority numbering 
; around 15 million, to promt- 
r ! ncooe within this debate. Mr 
I ■ Kazan’s mistake was to de- 


scribe the nine o’clock protest- 
ers as players in “a game of cau- 
dle-snuffing". Turks recognise 
this as an allusion to Atari re- 
figious ceremonies, which in 
rimes of oppression tookplace 
in darkness. These involve both 
male and female family mem- 
bers. Mischievous Sunns - who 
pray in seclusion from women 
- joke that the Alevis take ad- 
vantage of the darkness to in- 
dulge in incest. But unite Mr 
Kazan, fewsay so in public. 

Mr Kazan’s stock with 
Turkey’s Alevis, who ally syn- 
creiist Islam wth liberal politics, 
is already low enough- A lawyer 
by profession, Mr Kazan once 
defended re%ous zealots when 
they were accused of burning to 
death 37 Ataris and Atari sym- 
pathisers in the central Anato- 
lian town of Sivas. 

Atari groups say they hope 
the justice minister will appear 
in court on charges of “fo- 
menting tfiviaon", a serious ac- 
cusation in strongly unitary 
Turkey. His indiscretion has al- 
fgady cost him friends in Wel- 
fare s coalition partner, the 
■fine Path Party. 

Besides enraging Turkish 


Alevis, Mr Kazan’s comments 
have once again focused atten- 
tion on tensions between Is- 
lamists and their more 

secular-minded countrymen. 

Earlier tins month, these 
tensions boiled over in Sincan, 
a snail town 25 miles from 
Ankara. The town’s Welfare 
Party mayor had endowed a cal] 
hy Ixan’sambassadar to Ankara 
for the imposition of the Sharia, 
Mamie law, in Tbrkey. TWo 
dayslater, again in Sincan, a fe- 
male television journalist was 
assaulted by a municipal em- 
ptoyee.Tben.cm4IHinaciy,Sm- 
can’s dawn calm was disturbed 
ly foe rumble of 30 ranks and ar- 
moured cars through foe main 
street “A routine manoeuvre," 
winked the top brass; who eke 
a constitutional obhgatiog to jm>- 
tect the republic’s secuiarstalxs. 
Sophistry, leptylfaiks, wfao^ wore 
reminded of coups which took 
place in I960 and 1980. 

They were not alone; on 
Wednesday, Madeleine Al- 
bright, foe US Secretary of 
State, said that foe too boped - 
Turkey would remain secular. 
The Americans have been wor- 


tures to Iran, whom they are Hy- 
ing to isolate internationally. 

However, despite Welfare’s 
best efforts to plant foe pious 


inside foe dvii service, foe bulk 



vivalism. Only this month, pres- 
sure from the mfihaiy and some 
True Path ministers persuaded 
Mr Erbakan to abandon a se- 
ries of innocuous-sounding 
measures designed to make 
Turkey a more Islamic place. 
These included proposals to 
build a large mosque in Istan- 
bul’s Takfon Square, a historic 
tymbcJ of Turkey's links with the 
West, and to allow female civ- 
3 servants to wear Islamic-style 
beadscarves at work. 

Islamists meanwhile become 
increasingly frustrated and 
there are claims that Sunni 
fundamentalist groups are us- 
ing a rapid increase in gun 
owneifoq) to prepare for violent 
coaflkL Hoarever, foe army re- 
mains grimly determined foot 
Itaxkey will not become like 
Iran, and dimmed dining rooms 
at ning o’clock indicate that 


ried by Mr Erbakan’s over- ) many more Thrks agree. 
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Stephen Vines 

Hong Kong 


Hong Kong’s government has 
outlined plans to curb the vis- 
iting and residency rights of 
British people who have hith- 
erto enjoyed a privileged status 
in the colony. 

If legislation is passed on 
schedule, Britons wall lose all 
privileges from 1 April, mean- 
ing that they will require visas 
to work, study or do business in 
Hong Kong. 

More surprisingly, long- 
standing residents, who have 
lived in the cokray for more than 


seven yens, will lose their “right 
to land” and will not enjoy the 
special deportation arrange- 
ments which prevail at pre- 
sent- It is highly unusual, under 
the system of common law, to 
make restrospective changes. 

“I look at it as a matter of 
changing somebody's rights,” 
said Margaret Ng, a legislator 
who believes the government is 
pushing the bill through with 
unseemly haste. 

However. Hong Kong’s gov- 
ernment is under considerable 
pressure to remove any hint of 
a suggestion that Britons will en- 
joy any form of privilege once 


(he colony returns to Chinese 
sovereignty in July. 

Chinese language newspa- 
pers yesterday published edi- 
torials welcoming the move 
and stating that it was in line 
with preparations for the end of 
British rule. However, some 
legislators believe dial the mea- 
sures do not go far enough. 
Chan Yueu-ha, a pro-Peking 
legislator, is introducing a pri- 
vate members bfl} to remove an 
alleged loophole under which 
the director of immigration has 
discretion in granting work 
permits. 

After April, Britons wiQ be al- 


lowed a six-month visa-free 
stay in Hong Kong, compared 
with the currem l 2 month pe- 
riod, and they will only be 
allowed to visit as tourists. 

It is becoming increasingly 
difficult to get an accurate idea 
of how many British people re- 
main in the colony. At the be- 
ginning of the month, the 
government published statis- 
tics which suggested that the 
number of - British residents 
had been cut by a quarter to 
25,500, in die ten months from 


manual labour 
Britons are still fli 


However; anecdotal < 
and reports from employers of 


that 
in to 
[rules 

which mean they do not need 
to obtain work permits. On the 
other hand, a lot of long-stand- 
ing residents, particularity civil 
servants, are finding their jobs 
being sufcgect to localisation, 
forcing them to move ouL 
There have been no protests 
from the. British community 
about the dianges to the law. 
Christopher Hanunerbcck, the 
executive director of the British 
Chamber of Gxtmuerce, said be 
thought the proposals were 
“broadly fair”. He stated that 


the aim was ‘fid gptfiritrsh-dL- 
- kens on (he same basis as 
other.foreign nationals”. 
China has promised that It 


meats ; insets citizens to five in 
Hong Kang- Indeed, fears of an 

grffnnr fro m the- mainland have 


tries to mateit dear that al- 
though Hong Rang is returning 
to the rwAhenand, its dtirens 
wffi not be free to travel to the 
framer British colony. Instead 
of getting entry permits from 
HOTgKrmg, they wiD needper- 

m ission from tire Chinese 
government . 


A tale 
of two 
Koreas 
tests 


China’s 

skills 


Richard Lloyd Party 


China and South Korea will 
continue delicate negotiations 
today on the fate of a senior 
North Korean politician who 
dramatically defected in Peking 
two days ago. 

The South Korean embassy 


in Peking was sealed off by 
/. af- 


dozens of police yesterday, 
ter the arrival there on Wednes- 


day of Hwang Jang Yop, a 
irthKo- 


senior adviser to the Nor 
nean leader, Kim Jong II. Re- 
ports from Peking said that 
North Korean diplomats had at- 
tempted to enter the compound 
overnight, and remained lurk- 
ing outside in parked cars 
during the day. 

South Korea dispatched se- 
nior officials to Peking to ne- 
gotiate ways of bringing Mr 
Hwang to Seoul, and rile Chi- 
nese and South Korean foreign 
ministers will discuss the affair 
this weekend at an interna- 
tional governmental meeting in 
Singapore. The Foreign Min- 
istry denied claims from Py- 
ongyang that Mr Hwang had 
been kidnapped by South Ko- 
rean agents on his way back 
home from an international 
conference in Tokyo, but official 
utterances in Seoul were lack- 
ing in the hysteria which often 
characterises relations with the 
North. 

Diplomats on all sides seem 
to realise that this is serious: 
quite apart from the humiliation 
to the unpredictable North Ko- 
rean government, the defection 
creates a diplomatic dilemma 
for China which cannot but 
cause offence to one of its two 
quarrelsome neighbours. 

Since initiating its market 
reforms, China has been more 
successful than any other coun- 
try in balancing relations with 
Seoul and Pyongyang. With the 
North, it enjoys close relations 



to block 


entry to 
Asean 


Ric h ard Lloyd Parry 

Singapore 


The year-long diplomatic 
struggle between the European 
Union and the Association of 
South East Asian Nations. 
_ \sean) over Burma Is over, 
with EvJ governments accepi- 
ibg that there is nothing they can 
do to stop the Rangoon junta 
joining Asean. • ’•**' 

The EU and Asean spent 
two hours on the subject in Sin- 
gapore yesterday, in what the 
Foreign. Secretary, Malcolm 
Rifkind, called “a very good ex- 
change ofviews on the worrying 
anrl disturbing thar 

country and the need tosee the 
progress fowartfe democratic in- 
stitutions and a return to civil- 
ian government in Burma". But, 

despite the increasing, repres- 
siveness of the country’s State 
Law and Order Restoration 
aunril (Store), the seven Asean 
countries, metuding Indonesia, 
Singapore and Malaysia, seem 
determined to admit Banna, 
probably this summer. 


The dispute came to a head 
lewnen 


No-win situation: Chinese police discussing tactics outside the South Korean embassy yesterday Photographs Reuters 


as the country which inter- 
vened in the Korean War, and 
indirectly brought about the 
45-year-old division of the 
peninsula. With the So'Uh, it 
also has full diplomatic relations 
and flourishing two way trade. 
It is almost inconceivable that 
China will jeopardise these and 
outrage international opinion by 
sending Mr Hwang back to Py- 
ongyang. But if he is allowed to 
go to Seoul, it could seriously 
harm the only significant friend- 
ship which North Korea has left 
in the world. 

The precise motives and ex- 
act circumstances behind the de- 
fection of 72-year old Mr 


Hwang, along with a North 
Korean businessman, are stfll 
murky, and were made no dear- 
er by the publication yesterday 
of two documents bearing his 
name. 

The first, a rambling and 
emotional letter said to have 
been written a month ago, and 
passed on via an unnamed 
South Korean businessman in 
Peking, appeared on the front 
page of the Chosun Hbo, a 
leading Seoul newspaper. Op- 
position parties pointed out 
that ft contains several striking 
echoes of South Korean gov- 
ernment policy, and were 
prompt to suggest that ft was 


faked. It urges the South to 

S then its military and in- 
security forces, and aban- 
don any hope of negotiation 
with Pyongyang “North Korea 
is waiting for the moment to' 
turn the South into a sea of fire 
and tries to dissolve the South 
from within,” it said. 

But it also contained bitter 
criticism of Kim Jong II, the son 
of North Korea’s president, 
Kim 11 Sung who has presided 
over three years of floods, food 
shortages and economic failure. 
“The ‘ever-so-great general’ 
has come to befieve that he is 
really a genius after all the 
idolatry showered era him prais- 


ing him as a great genius. How 
can a society where people, 
workers, farmers, and intellec- 
tuals starve to death be a 
socialist society?" 

The second document was a 
note said to have been written 
by Mr Hwang since his defec- 
tion- ‘After a long period of ag- 
onising deliberation, I have 
decided to leave the North and 
have a broader discussion with 
South Korean authorities about 
how to save our nation from 
misery,” it reads. “Beginning 
with ray family, people wffl de- 
cide that Fm mad. But the 
question is: Am 1 the only mad 
person?” 


last June when Rangoon was ad- 
mitted as an observer member., 
shortly before a meeting: in 
Jakarta of the Asean Regional 
Forum, which indudes the Unit- 
ed States. Japan, and the Eu- 
ropean Commission. Ever since 
1990, when the Slorc ignored the 
results of an election won by the 
democracy leader Aung San 
Sun. Kyi, Burma has been re- 
garded as a pariah state in 
many western capitals, and the 
jpieseace erf the Burmese foreign 
minster at the Jakarta confer- 
ence caused outrage among 
' ilomats. “It's as if 
the EU took cm Libya as a mem- 
ber.” said one at the time. 

At an Asean meeting in No-, 
vember the argument was won 
by Malaysia and Indonesia, 
who insist that only through 
positive engagement” can 
Rangoon be integrated into 
the international community. 
Burma is expected to be for- 
mally admitted, along with Laos 
and Cambodia, in Kuala 
Lumpur, on the 30th anniver- 
sary of Asean’s foundation in 
June. 


Lorry drivers paralyse northern Spain 


Elizabeth Nash 

Madrid 


The northern half of Spain was 
paralysed yesterday by a lorry- 
drivers' strike that unions said 
would spread throughout the 
country m coming days. 

As the strike, in support o£ 
better working conditions, en- 
tered its second week, factories 
in the industrialised Basque 
country closed through lack of 
supplies and shops were 
stripped of foodstuffs as shop- 


pers slocked up. The govern- 
ment appealed for the drivers 
to negotiate and indicated that 
they would increase the subsidy 
to gasoil, one of their key de- 
mands. But last night ministers 
sounded a pessimistic noLe. 

Some 50 British loriydnvere 
were stuck in Bilbao ana 10 had 
to be escorted by police through 
picket lines. Representatives 
from the development, labour, 
economy and industry min- 
istries met some transport as- 
sociations yesterday, but the 


leading union, Fedatrans, which 
called the strike, refused to 
join them. 

In the most serious incident 
in the dispute so for a picket was 
run over near Burgos and killed 
yesterday morning when he ran 
into the road to stop a French 
trucker from passing. 

In addition to reducing the 
retirement age to 60 years from 
65. drivers are pushing for 
diesel subsidies, a revision of 
rates and recognition of occu- 
pational illnesses. The respon- 


sible minister, Rafael Arias Sai- 
ga do, said he might move on 
lower diesel prices but needed 
more time to consider the oth- 
er issues. The Interior Ministry 
ordered security forces to guar- 
antee essential supplies to 
towns. 

Car manufacturers were 
worst hit by the strike. Re- 
nault’s Spanish unit FASA-Re- 


nault stopped production at 
plants in Yallad 


1 ado lid and Palen- 
cia. In the Basque region, 
Mkhetin said it would be paral- 


ysed if the strike continued. 
Mercedez-Benz shut its plants 

in Barcelona and Vitoria, while 
production at General Motors 
unit Opel in Aragon, Citroen in 
Vigo and Nissan in Barcelona 
also stopped. Other companies 
including Firestone, Cam- 
pofrio, and Ascuriana del Zinc 
said they had been disrupted 
by a lack of supplies. 

One driver was slightly in- 
jured on Wednesday when he 
was hit on the head by a stone 
while trying to fill up his truck 


at a petrol station in the Leon 
province. Pickets were also in- 
jured in clashes with police. 

Fedatrans warned the chaos 
would worsen and said it had 
brought another leading union 
on board, Fenad&mer, while 
others were mulling a call to 
workers to take action. 

Tkri driver unions are also 
contempfatmg joining the strike 
from Monday. Fedatrans said 
the only solution would be for 
the government to agree swift- 
ly to their demands. 


significant shorts 


Leaders of genocide to 
appear in court 


Arusha, Thmanla — Four. prominent Rwandans accused of 
jq court in Tanzania for the first time 


EMU rules should be changed 

Paris — The former French president, Valdry Giscard 
d'Estaing, yesterday called for a change in the EMU rules 
to allow Spain and Italy to join the starting line-up of the 
European, single currency. 

Mr Giscard d'Estaing said the two southern countries; 
should be allowed to sign up forthe smgje currency with _ 
other countries early neat year even if their economies fail 
to meet the guidelines laid out m the Maastricht .treaty. _ . 
They would then be allowed to peg the lire and the peseta 
the euro from .the target date of Januaiy 1999 if their 


to 


economies meet the entry conditions by that time. 

* In an interview with the International Herald THbtate, the 
former French President said ft would be unhealthy for the 
EU if only northern European countries joined the Euro in 
the first wave. John Lichfield 


OJ experts join murder inquiry 

Los Angeles — Rvo leading figures in the OJ Simpson case 
have joined the t ask force; investigating the murder of sax- 
year-old beauty queen JohBenet Ramsey. Henry Lee, one 
of the worid’sToremost forensic scientists, and attorney 
■and DNA expert Barry Scheck were instrumental in 
persuading a criminal juiy in 1995 that blood evidence 
against Simpson was flawed. But they are now advising 
prosecutors in Boulder, Colorado. There are no named 
suspects and no arrests in the Ramsey case, seven weeks 
after her battered and strangled body was found in the 


basement of her famfiy’s home. Her wealthy parents, John 
nsey, hired John Douglas, a former FBI 


and Patricia Ramsey, 
agent, and model for an investigator in the film Silence of 
the Lambs. Tim Cornwell 


Clinton farewell to Hardman 


Washington - President Bill Clinton bade farewell to 
Pamela Haniman with the words ofWmston Churchill, 
calling her an American who “felt to her bones” her 
adopted country's greatness. The funeral for the US 
ambassador to France, who died last week, was held at 
^hsbington’s National Cathedral- AP 


Solana winds up CIS trip 

Moscow- Nato Secretary-General Javier Solana ; 
n auk 


sa woundup 

a tour of four Russian allies, ending a trip that irked 
Russian leaders who oppose the alliance’s plans to expand 
into Eastern Europe. Mr Solana visited the fonner Soviet 
republics of Moldova, Georgia, Armenia and Azerbaijan, 
all of them members of the Russian-led Commonwealth of 
Independent States (CIS) as well as Nato’s Partnership for 


undercover reason” for the trip. 


undeclared. 


Albright backs Netanyahu 

Washington - Secretary of State Madeleine Albright 
assured Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu she 
will give her strong personal attention to peacemaking in 
the Middle East- Meeting nt Biair House, they agreed that 
Arab-lsraeli agreements should be based on reerproefty. 

Mr Netanyahu told Ms Albright that Israel has fulfilled the 
commitments it made to the Palestinians and the Arabs 
and that he expects the Palestinians to reciprocate. ' AP 

Progress on landmine ban 

Vienna — Momentum to ban land mines world-wide 
gathered as a top UN official said the issue will almost 
certainly be on the agenda of a UN Conference on ;■••• 
Disarmament in Geneva within two months. “My - 
expectation is that within a month or two we should find 
an agreement [to discuss landmin es J on the agenda,” UN .- 
Deputy Secretary-General Vla dimir Petrovsky ,-wbo is also 
head of the Conference on Disarmament, said. Reuter 

Mandela warns of Swazi chaos 

Harare — South African President Nelson Mandela said, 
the situation in Swazi l a n d, where strikers arc trying to . 
bring down an absolute monarchy, was “explosive ". " . 

A national strike began 10 days ago in the small southern . 
African state, where trade unions have crippled the • • - 
country's vital sugar and timber export industries. • 

‘Don’t set me free’ plea 

Jerusalem — A Palestinian woman convicted afdnig 


offences and due to be released from an Israeli prison has 
refused to leave jail. “She doesn’t want to leave; -an Israeli 


prisons spokeswoman said of Zaynab Abu Sido, who was 
due to be freed along with 30 other Palestinian woman 
prisoners earlier this week under an IsraeJ-PLO peace 
deal. A prisons source said she feared she would be 
ostracised if forced to return to Palestinian self rule areas. 
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on 19 and 20 February, the - _ — - .. c - 

Tbconeste Bagosora^ former colonel m The Hutu 
Rwandan army, was widely regarded as the roost wanted 
suspect until he was extradited from jail in Chroeroon to 
Arusha on 23 Januaiy. A cabinet director in Rwanda s . 
defenc e niinis fiy at the time of the 1994 genocide, he b 
. accused, of dicetiing events in the first days of the mass 
slaughter of some 800,000 people, mostly Thtsis. Anatole 
Nseqgryumva is a former lieutenant-colonel Apdre 
Ntagerura is a former minis ter of transport and Ferdinand 
l N ahimana is former director of Radio Mflle GoIIine & , _• 

. ethnic hatred. - Rfcotar 

Serbs protest return to Croatia 

Vukovar —Thousands of Serb protesters, blowing .whistles 
and horns like fellow Serbs demanding democracy m - 
Serbia, marched in a separatist enclave in Croatia due to ■ 
revert to government rule. The Eastern Slavonia enclave .. 
broke away from Croatia in 1991. It is now monitored by 
5,000 UN peacekeeping troops headed by US general 
Jacques Klein. ^KJeui, God will punish you , Give us our 
rights" and “Ws’re also made of flesh and blood” were 
. sl ogans shouted in the raucous but peaceful rally. Reuter 
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Why has Europe turned a blind eye to the 
corruption that has poisoned a nation? 


Short-term interest 
in political stability 
has been put 
above longer-term 
problems, writes 
Andrew Gumbel 

The evidence amassed by Western 
midl^eoccag^ofcoltekmfcytbe 
Albanian go v ernment is criminal 
rackets will come as no surprise to 

nillAtflf. f2ma»rnnfk tka -» 
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its lawless environment What k sar- 
prising, howe v er , is why the gov- 
ernments receiving the intelligence 
reports have chosen for the most part 
to turn a Wind eye. 

The allegations are very serious. 
Drugs, arms, contraband cigarettes 
- afl are believed to have been han- 
dled by a company nm openly by the 
ruling Democratic Party. 5hqipon- 
ja, trade it was in operation. The 
company, which has also been 


Sadr Berisha: The president who 
dazzled Western politicians 

accused of breathy the embargo tm 
Serbia and Montenegro during the 
Bosnian war by shipping o3 across 
LakeShkDderaodbyseatoBar.was 
wound up in Jannaiy 1996, bur ac- 
cording to intelligence sources con- 
tacted by The Independent its 
activities are condoning. • 

AgronMusaraj, Intent Minister 
nnlfl last May's general dccticns, was 
pressured oat of bis job, the intefii- 
gence sources ssy, beasae the Unit- 
ed States, the one^festera coni*y 
to take a critical stance on Albania, 
told ^the govaranent it suspected doit 
he was masterminds^ the entire 
dru^ racket. . 

During Mr Mosaiafs tenure. Al- 
banian police made only one signif- 
kanidnigshauk sefrmg some three 
kilos of heroin in I%bramy 1995. But 


Ace of outra^K Ajwiotester In Vlore yesterday, during tho town , » nteth s o c co M hre day of antt-ger v em me nt demonstrations 


sources within thepOfiee said at the 
dm£ihK was only a small portion of 
a much larger sfammem bound for 
Italy, the rest of v dti c h gat away 
aezoss the Adriatic nua^reded. 

In the course of 1996 men alle- 
gations, considered cnwfible by the 
mteffigfaKeconanpnity, surfed in 
Albania that the Defence Minister, 
SafetZhnfafi, Iad psed his office to 
feeflkate the tran^ort of aims, ofl 
andcontraband curettes. He isstxQ 
in office. 

Now modi suspicion is focussed 
on Vefia Holdings,AB)aiiia’s largest 
povafie compare and Ae biggest of 


the country's pyramid sdiemes sdll 
in operation. Vfcfa’s chairman, \fe~ 
Uri Alinmcaj, is a former army sup- - 
plies mana g er who is accused of 
becoming nch by trafficking gov- 
ernment armaments with the ftHKPWt 
of die rafing order. 

Why has the 'West put up with this 
behaviour, and allowed Albania to 
turn into a festering sore of crimi- 
nality and potential destabilisation >. 
in what is steady the most sensitive - 
region in Europe? The reayo^&fe?' 
far from dear out have towframf 
the international community^ 
placed priorities in ASrania, a fetal 


ntisreatfingoftbe nature of President 
Sab Berisha’s government from an 
early stage and - to beHeve the in- 
telligence sources - decree of ob- 
stinacy and sheer jgnoftace. 

. The West allowed be daz- 

ried by the a±ievemen^& President 
Berisha’s first two yearagHufice, dur- 
ing which the counb 3 $§fb rescued 
from the brink of rhaWiri starva- 
tion. consumer goods flooded in, in- 
flation was brought under control, 
the currency was st^ffili^fe and tbt 
promise of roll ameriftkSro Outside ’ 
investors beckoned. 5 ■ 
During the recent Balkan wars, it 
•A» didst 


was considered essential for Albania 
to remain peaceful and refrain from 
stirring up trouble among the eth- 
nic Alb anian communities of Koso- 
vo and Macedonia. 

President Berishawas considered 
the right man for this job, and as a 
result his ever-deteriorating record 
on rivD liberties, his gradual sup- 
pression of the opposition and the 
independent media, his purses of 
Slate institutions, in chiding & ju- 
ffiany, and his esefeskm of more mid 
mart of fas most talented fanner coi- 
ikagics in the Democratic Party, 
were aH overlooked. 


PtKitograph; Bernhard Krause/Reuters 

i In all the euphoria about double- 

i digit growth rates, few bothered lo 

- notice that the revenue was almost 

- all coming from criminal activity or 
artificial sources, such as foreign aid 

1 and remittances sent home by Al- 
i banians working abroad. For all the 
1 talk of free markets, foreign in- 

■ vestors have been kept firmly out of 
r Albania's dienlelisuc system and the 
F country still has little in the way of 

- a legitimate productive economy. 

I It was only in the nm-up to the 

■ May 1996 elections that the inlcr- 
. national comm rarity began to wor- 

ty about the deteriorating political 


and economic climate - partly, jvr- 
haps. because the war in Bosnia was 
os er. and the sc curily priorities had 
changed. The International Mone- 
tary fund suspended its credit lino 
because of utce*Mic pre-elecioral 
public pending and initial concent 
about the sprouting pyramid 

schemes, and Ihc United ’Slates, 
once President Bensha’s greatest 
champion, began lo issue more crit- 
ical puHic staiements. 

In tlu? w.ike ol the blatuilh rigged 
elections, the US refused to rvCi*e- 
nise the new |\irliament and issued 
its private warnings to the govern- 
ment about ministerial mvofiemciU 
m the dnigs trade, A CIA npirt pub- 
lished in June is believed lo nave 
been \er\ tnu^i on Albania :inJ 
grimh 'pessimistic ah«mt ihc 
prospects tor the luiure. 

This turnaround in US attitudes 
appear, lo h.ne fVLssed most ol r.n- 
rojv by Lhmug the summer Italv .trul 
Germany, iww of President Benslu's 
elosesi allies, aciiveh lobbied lor 
special Lim'pcnn Union .lgiecineii; 
with Albania - thus opening iu» 
aedit ImesandconlemngfurtlK-i le- 
gitimacy on the goverrimenL Flic 
proposal failed Lirgely Nv.iiiw a> 
le.rvi some Huropean onmtries had 
been sufficiently sluwked by the 
rigged May elections Us demand 
some progress mi deiniXT.it isat ion in 
return lor lurther tavouis 

Eivn with the collapse of the pyra- 
mid schemes and the escalating 
spiral of viiilenvv now racking the 
country, sonic Europeans have faikvt 
to wake up to the gravity ol the sit- 
uation, persisting in the' belief that 
economic and trading interests are 
best served by this govenunenl. 

As recently on two weeks tups 
diehard Berisha fans such as Leni H>- 
riier. President «^f llte Assembh of the 
Council of Europe, were 'ivsuing 
statements of supjxirt for the De- 
mocratic Pitriy and echoing Alban- 
ian govern men l rhetoric abinit "red 
terrorists’ destabilising the country . 

According to one' intelligence 
source, politicians in htsamnlxy have 
been mi dogged in their attitude that 
they may not have bothered to read 
the alarming intelligence reports 
and indeed may not have even seen 
them because their underlings fig- 
ured it w-as futile passing them on. 

European diplomats in Tirana 
appear to haw been equally cautious, 
failing lo report back anything that 
might interfere witii thedeeph mis- 
guided notions about Albania still 
prevalent in Western capitals. It 
was a mistake, one that has already 
eost Albania dearly and which will 
come hack to haunt Europe. 


When it comes to ruleis, Alba- 
nia has never had much fiicfc. 
Although famed down the oen- 
turies &r its froud. fiercefy in- 
depe ud em-nrinded people, the 
country did not achieve auton- 
omy until 1912 tmt suffered 
under successive waves of con- 
querors from Byzantium, Ser- 
bia and Turkey. 

The only true national hero 
was Gioqp Kastrioti, a 15th cen- ' 
tury warrior who luspt the Tides 


mifesixyeai& Thereafter, a pow- 


Zo miegad coaioUndl^bap- 
self crowned King Zog. 

Then followed more Italian 
occupation more wax; a dvrfl 
conflict pitting Communists 


But even Kastrioti, more com- 
mcmly known by his Ihririsli ep- 
ithet Skanderbeg, could not 
forge an independence move- - 
irient and the country fisflfo the 
Thrks diortiy after sis death. 

Albania became a country in 
its own right at the beginning of 
the century. Ttoo years into in- 
dqsendezax ffieFusCWjridWjr 
broke cart and the Ic£ans moved 


Beans, and finalty a 45tyear pe- 
riod of ' Stalinist-inspired 
paranoid isolationism under 
the quirky dictator, Enver Hos- 
ha. 

Albania had plenty to be 
paranoid about Chunks cf what 
might have' befei considered 
its natnral terrhory, in Kosovo 
and Macedonia, were ceded to 
Yt^aJbttvraandtbecountiyre- { 

ir ia m w i an myv fpihi Mirim nf j 

the Belgrade authorities for ' 
severaldecades thereafter 

The Communist period j 
ended m 1990 in nass strikes 
and street protests. After a se- j 


ries of fragile transition gov- 
ernments, democracy at last 
aerfeed in April 1992 with the 
election victory of Safi Berisha 
and his Democratic Party. 

But Mr Berisha’s colleagues 
dc« tBdJm. re u s ing him Of re- 
veitir® to HciKba-Bke autbmv 
tarian tactics, and within three 
months hygfln "rHm M ytt f y»di*d 


to defeat in local elections. 

Albania has reverted to de- 
pressing historical precedent 
ever since. This time, though, 
the people have tasted contact 
with dioeienlvahies. That may 
not be enough to sustain them 
through what promise to be 
some turbulen t months ahead, 
but ft may yet be the key to bet- 
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Daniil 

Shafran 


The great Russian cellist Dani- 
il Shafran seldom appeared in 
Britain but when he did the hall 
would be packed with celebri- 
ties and fellow cellists and their 
response was overwhelming. 
Because of his highly individual 
style, Shafran aroused strong 
feelings. To his admirers, he was 
regarded with an almost reli- 
gious reverence; to the uncon- 
vinced, he remained an enigma. 

1 heard him at the Wigmore 
Hall in June 1995 and 1 found 
his performance riveting, even 
if the risks did not always come 
off. His playing revealed a pro- 
found musical ity and a subtle 
lyricism producing a tone that 
was rich and mellow. Perhaps 
the most extraordinary aspect 
was his ability for painting every 
possible tone colour at will. 

Shafran was bom in 1923, in 
Pttrograd (which the following 
year became Leningrad), and 
was the son of the principal cel- 
list of the Leningrad Sympho- 
ny Orchestra. From early 
childhood he begged to have 
lessons on the cello but his fa- 
ther, who held strong views on 
teaching, resisted bis request un- 
til he was eight years old. Hie told 
him Lhat he could learn provid- 
ed he was prepared to work hard 
and devote his life to becoming 
a professional musician. Oth- 
erwise he should forget iL The 
boy chose to accept his father's 
challenge and never complained 
about the long hours of practice 
which were expected of him. A 
legacy from this time was that 
throughout his professional life 
he would always put on full 
evening dress for the final re- 
hearsal of any performance: his 
father maintained that an artist 
could be compared with a sol- 
dier planning an operation and 
a. dress rehearsal wast/e rigueur. 

At the age of 10, Shafran was 
admitted to the Special Music 
School, part of the Leningrad 
Conservatory, as a pupil of 
Alexander Shtrimer, who was 
not only a first -d ass teacher but 
also knowledgeable in art and 


David Waller was, as Shake- 
speare says in Condemns, “a 
great sea mark", a rallying 
point, an example and a role 
model. His contribution as an 
actor to a great period in the his- 
tory of the Royal Shakespeare 
Company, from the Sixties on- 
wards. was immense and his 
benevolent and beneficent ef- 
fect on all the people who knew 
him was palpable. 

He was born in Street in Som- 
erset in 1920, the son of an ar- 
chitect who had been forced 
through ill-health to live a coun- 
try life and, accordingly, became 
a market gardener. Wilier went 
to a Quaker school in Yorkshire 
before training at the Embassy 
School of Acting, in London, in 
1937-38. His early professional 
life look him to’ the Old Vic 
Theatre, interspersed with en- 
gagements with various (mostly 
long-departed) rcpertoiy com- 
panies. including, in 1955, the 
Ipswich Arts Theatre Company. 

I was 15 when this new lead- 
ing actor came to lawn. In 
truth. 1 had something of an en- 
tree to the stage door of the 
intimate Ipswich Theatre be- 
cause. only a little more than a 
year before. I had played a role 
there, which had been an 
ambition-shaping experience. 
So 1 felt like a partisan and pos- 
sessive football supporter 
doubtfully weighing up the 
club's new signing. 

Waller was fleshy and pow- 
erful. a centre-hair not a centre- 
forward. Bui he took risks, he 
transformed himself and he 
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literature and all things cultur- 
al Therefore,, from an eariy age, 
Shafran 's approach to music was 
multi-dimensional. 

It was Shtrimer who was re- 
sponsible for Shafran 's tone 
colour. He maintained that a 
musician must be aware of 
everything going on around 
him, should know about the 
colours of the grass, the trees 
and the sky and be able to ex- 
press the drama in everything. 
Shafran gave me an example - 
Debussy’s Claire de Lune. His 
teacher once asked him: “Have 
you ever seen moonlight? You 
must see it before you can play 
iL" At that moment I recalled 
Shafran’s playing of that piece 
as an encore when he almost 
physically re-created the chiU of 
the moonlight. 

Shafran made his first solo 
appearance at the age of 12 
when he played two virtuoso 


pieces by David FOpper, Spin- 
ning Sang and Elfentanz- That 
same year he made his public 
solo d£but playing the Tthai- 
kovsky Rococo Variations with 
the Le ningr ad Philharmonic 
Orchestra directed by the 
British Albert Coates, for which 
he received rave reviews. He 
told me that Coates gave him 
an excellent piece of advice 
which he never forgoL “Never 
hurry on and off the platform 
but stroll as if you are taking a 
leisurely walk in Hyde Pork." 

Shafran made his first 
recording of the Rococo Varia- 
tions in 1937 when he was only 
14, and the same year entered 
the National Competition in 
Moscow. As he was under age 
the judges allowed him to play 
first, but he confounded them 
by taking first prize, thus de- 
feating all the adult candidates. 
Part of the prize was the pre- 
sentation of a beautiful Anto- 
nio Amafi cello that he played 
always for the rest of his life, and 
loved as if it were his child. 

In 1943, Shafran became a 
soloist with the Moscow Phil- 
harmonic Orchestra and toured 



Shafran: ‘Have you ever seen moonlight?' 


internationally with them meet- 
ing success everywhere he went 
He won the Internationa] Com- 
petition in Budapest in 1949 and 
the following year shared the 
first prize in the Prague In- 
ternational Competition with 
Rostropovich. He made his 
American debut in 1960 at 
Carnegie Hall his British d£but 
at the Wigmore Hall in 1964 fol- 
lowed by his orchestra] debut 
playing Prokofiev's Symphony 
Concerto at the Royal Festival 
HalL 

In 1971 the Soviet govern- 
ment conferred upon Shafran 
the title of People’s Artist of the 


USSR. He served on the jury of 
many international competi- 
tions and from 1974 untu bis 
death, he chaired the jury of the 
cello section of the Tthaikovsky 
Competition in Moscow. 

For the last 1U years or so he 
gave master-classes all over 
Europe and in Japan. In 1995 
he gave one at the Menuhin 
School in Stoke d’Abernon, 
Surrey, where reports were en- 
thusiastic. He held strong views 
on the teaching of the present 
time: “I think many teachers to- 
day are obsessed with technical 
perfection and because they 
are not themselves aware of the 


David Waller 




Waller in the RStTs 77ie Comedy of Errors Photograph: Clive Barda 


made texts come alive. His 
crew-cut, brutal, sergeant-of- 
thc-Iinc lago wasn't Shake- 
speare recited, or spoken, or 
sung - it was Shakespeare lived, 
inhabited and transformed. 
And so I became his most pas- 
sionate fan. 

He was kindly and interest- 
ed when submitting to my stage- 
door conversations and I was 
devastated when he told me 
that, though he hated the no- 
madic actor's life, he was mov- 
ing on to previously grazed 
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Prince Hans Adam II a f Liechten- 
stein, 5i The Right Rev Michael Ran, 
Bishop or Truro. 65; The Right Rev 
Pcier Ball, former Bishop o( 
Gloucester. 65; Mr John Butterffll 
MP, 56; Sir John Clark, farmer 
Chairman and Chief Executive, the 
Plessev Co, 71; Professor Evelyn £b- 
swonh, Vice-Chancellor, Durham 
University, 64; Sir Arnold Elion, con- 
sultant surgeon. 77; Sir Jack Hibbert, 
former director. Central Statistical 
Office. 65; Sir Derrick Holden- 
Brown, farmer Chairman. Allied- 
Lyons, 74; Mr Kevin Keegan, 
loot bailor, 46; Mr John MacGregor 
MP. 60; Mi« Manucla Maleeva, 
tennis player. 30; Miss Lois Maxwell, 
actress. 71k Conn ass Mouwbatten of 
Burma, 73; The Hon Hanning 
Philipps, fanner Lord-Ueulenant 
of DyfcdL ‘13; Mr Michael Rudman. 
theatre director and producer, 58; Dr 
Sir Albert Sloxnan, former Vice- 
Chancellor, Essex University, 76; 
Sir Nicol Slen house, former Presi- 
dent. Bengal Chamber of Com- 
merce and Industry, 86: Sir Jocelyn 
Stevens, chairman. English Her- 
itage, 65; Mr Alexander Stewart- 
Moore, former Chairman, GaQahcr. 
81 Lord Wilson of TiUyorn. chair- 
nun- Scottish Hydro-Hectric, 62: Mis 
Margaret Wright, Chief Commis- 
sioner, die Guide Association. 55. 

Anniversaries 

Births: Christopher I-nihnm ShnW 
inventor of an early typewriter, 1819; 
Quintin Hogg, founder of ibe Poly- 


pastures at the Old Vic. 
Around this time, he experi- 
mented with directing and writ- 
ing, and played small roles in the 
West End. 

When, a number of years lat- 
er, in 1963, 1 was asked to di- 
rect my first professional 
production at the Belgrade 
Theatre in Coventry and I need- 
ed to cast the leading role of a 
dominating Welsh patriarch 
(very unsentimental, very fun- 
ny),! proposed Wilier and was 
stupefied to be told that he had 


technic, 1S45; Jack Benny (Ben- 
jamin Kubelsky), comedian and ac- 
tor, 1894. Deaths: Richard II, King, 
14QQ; Captain James Cook, sea- 
captain and explorer, murdered 
1779: W illiam Tecumseh Sherman, 
general, 1891; Sir Pelham Granville 
(EG.) Wodebouse. 1975. On this day: 
tbc Spanish Fleet was defeated off 
Cape St Vincent by John Jervis and 
Horatio Ndson, 1797; Marconi be- 
gan the first regular broadcasting 
transmissions in En glan d, 1922; the 
Si Valentine’s Day Massacre look 
place in Chicago, 1929; following a 
night and day bombardment by US 
An Force and RAF heavy bombers, 
tbc German city of Dresden was re- 
duced to a ruin. 1945; the Bank, of 
England was nationalised, 1946; the 
Ayatollah Khomeini Iranian leader, 
pronounced a fanta, or death 
sentence, on the author Sa lman 
Rushdie, alleging blasphemy in bis 
book Satanic Verses, 1989. Today is 
the Feast Day of St Abraham ofCar- 
rhae. Sc Adolf of Osnabruck. St An- 
toninus of Sorrento. St Ainemhis. St 
Cbnran, Saints Cyril and Methodius, 
St John Baptist of the Conception. 
Si Mara and St Weniine. 

Lectures 

National Gallery: Norman COady. 
“Lowe (ii): love. Inst and Coneggjo", 
1pm. 

Victoria and Albert Museum: 
Andrew Spiro, “The Medieval Spir- 
it in Later Ages”, 2.30pm. 

Thte Gallery; Stella Santaca iarina 
talks about the work of Luciano 
Fabro, 1pm. 


left the theatre business- alto- 
gether and was intending to run 
a travel agency. 

After some pleading tele- 
phone calls, he agreed to give 
what he called “that awful busi- 
ness, the theatre" one more try. 
He was, as I expected, superb 
as the Father in Gwyn Thofeas’s 
The Keep and from that very 
springy board was launched a 
thrfllingly dem anding period 
of work together. His wife, Lys, 
moved to join him and we lived 
in adjoining flats in Coventry 
while Waller played parts like 
Azdak in The Caucasian Chalk 
Circle, Belch in Twelfth Night, 
Musgrave in Sergeant MuS- 
grave's Dance , The Narrator in 
Under Milk Wood, and. Trelawny 
in a version of Treasure Island 
which we wrote together. It 
couldn’t last, of course, but the 
inevitable termination of this 
joyous period was Waller’s el- 
evation to the Royal Shake- 
speare Company, just a few 
miles down the road at Strat- 
ford. In 1966 he became an As- 
sociate Artist of the RSC, which 
was something of a dream come 
true. 

When I was lucky enough to 
follow in his footsteps to the 
RSC I shared a house with 
David and Lys Waller in Strat- 
ford for nearly two years and 
once again he became indis- 
pensable to the productions I 
did. He was reptilian as The 
Duke in The Revenger’s Tragedy, 
riotous as Sir Tunbelly in The 
Relapse, show-stealing as Dog- 
berry in Much Ado About Noth- 


Ptwtograph: Clive BanJa 

importance of the emotional as- 
pect of playing; they are unable 
to pass it on," he told me. 

Although his playing was so 
passionate and charged with 
ermtfon, as a man he was cour- 
teous, rather reserved and pos- 
sessed of an old-worid charm. 
He will be remembered as one 
of the legends in a musical 
world dominated far too often 
by clinical perfection. 

Margaret Campbell 

Daniil Shafran, cellist: bom Rd- 
rograd 13 January 1923; married 
(one daughter); 'died Moscow 7 
February 1997. 


Mflcel Koliqi survived 38 years 
ofimprisonment in Enver Hox- 
ba’sjafls to become, at the age 
of 92, a member of the high est 
body in the Roman Catholic 
Church, the College of Cardi- 
nals. The first Albanian to be 
raised to the Sacred College, he 
was apparently chosen as the 
oldest of the 30 or so Catholic 
priests to have survived the. 
Onnznimistpeiseqations. ^Im- 
prisoned and prevented for 
longyears in the exercise of Ms 
priestly mission," Pope John 
Paul wrote in the wake of his 
death, “he, as a solid oaktree, 
never became intimidated, be- 
coming a shining example of 
trust in Divine Providence as 
well as constant fidelity to the 
See of Peter.” ■ 

Bom in Shkodra in 1902, 
Koliqi was educated by the Je- 
suits who, recognising his in- 
telligence and potential, sent 
him for study at the Arkd Col- 
lege in Brescia in Italy. Among 
his schoolmates was the future 
Fppe John XXITT- He went on 
to study engineering at Milan 
University before transferring to 
the theology faculty. He was or- 
dained priest in Shkodra in 
1931 ana was appointed a cu- 
rate at the cathedral parish- In 
1936 he became parish priest 
at the cathedral, as well as 
vicar general of the Shkodra 
archdiocese. As a young priest 
he was involved in youth work 
and Catholic journalism. He 
was also the founder of Cath- 
olic Action in Albania, as well 
as writing three operas that 
are credited with being the 
foundation of an Albanian 
operatic tradition. 

He was arrested in February 
1915 as the new Communist dic- 
tatorship tightened its grip on 


religious organisations. He 
spent the next five years in 
prison, mostly in solitary con- 
finement. Ttoo priests arrested 
with him were shot 
He was then transfcrred to 
forced labour and had to work 
from dawn to dusk in the fields 


or digging drainage cnannes ® 
a malaria-infested region of 
Albania, reporting daily to the 
secret police. He lived in a sin- 
gle room with no furniture and 
was avoided by the locals as a 
class enemy. 

. He was again arrested in 
1967 - the year religion was 
completely outlawed in Albania 
- and was sentenced to 15 
years’ imprisonment for anti- 
communist agitation, accused 
of listening .to foreign radio 
broadcasts and conducting re- 
ligious work with young people. 
He was freed after nine years 
and returned to Ms home town 
of Shkodra. Although by now 
any priestly work was forbidden, 
and despite his age, be minis- 
tered in secret to those who 
sought him ouL 
After theKftingof the ban on 
religion in 1990, Koliqi re- 
sumed work in the open, in par- 
ticular helping refound a 
Catholic press. He also became 
a key figure in the society of ex- 


- about KoliqTs fete and the fate 
of his colleagues during the 
Communtkera. 

The news of KoliqPs eleva- 
tion to the College of Cardinals 

— announced in laze October 
1994- was given a tremendous 
reception at a special mass in 
the cathedral. in Shkodra, his 
home town and the Catholic 
stronghold in the north of this 
traditionally mostly Muslim 
country. . ’ - . 

Kolkji was perhaps the most . 
surprising of the new cardinals 
appointed by Pope John Paul in 
the 1994 consistory. At the age 
of 92 he was already the third 


birthday. Pope John Paul sent 
him 'a fecial greeting which was 
passed on by the apostolic nun- 
do at a special mass in Kofiqrs 
house dtapeL He also received 
the "torch of DemoCTax^ award 
from the Albanian president 
Safi Berisha. 

Pope John Paul sought him 
out on. his one-day visit to Al- 
bania on 25 April 1993 and the 
two were able to have a long db- 
cussion - both speaking Italian 


foe age beyond which cardinals 
cannot vote in a conclave. 

ffl^^tfacmlmars hat was not 
because of his merit but was to 
all who suffered with him. He 
expressed his anxiety' about '. 
what he called Ms “huge re- 
sponsibilities” and said he was 
afraid that people would now.re- 
gard him as foe Pope’s special 
representative in Albania. 

Koliqi lived out his last years 
with his niece and her family in 

a small flat nw>r Shlrn rira ratn e- 

draL Always ready to welcome - 
visitors, despite his frailty, he ; 

riences without bitterness*^ 
■was ever eager to show the pho- 
tographs of the. consistory, 
proudly , pointmg out his 
nephews and nieces who were 
present to share what he called 
foe “highlight” of his 190. . _• 

Felix Coiiey 

Mikd Koliqi, priest: bom Shko- 
dntiyAIbania 29 Satember 1902; 
ordained priest 1931; Cardinal 
1994; died Shkodra 28 January 
1997. ...... 


Michael Goldsmith 


mg; he was a violent Claudius 
in Hamlet , a rustic philosophic 
Friar Lawrence in Romeo and 
Juliet - and he became in- 
creasingly a central figure in the 
RSC, playing Northumberland 
in Peter Hall’s great Wf trs of the 
Asses (1963), Pandarusin John 
Barton's great Indus and Cres- 
sida (1968), Bottom in Pefer- 
Brook’s great Midsummer 
Night’s Dream (1970); and in 
1969 shared the triumph of 
Harold Pinter’s hypnotic two- 
bander Landscape with Peggy 
Ashcroft, who thought of him 
a s a soul mate. 

Just as with his father before 
him, heart disease led “Wtr to 
do less as foe years paired. But, 
for me, he had become some- 
thing of a surrogate father. I re- 
lied on his instincts and could 
sense his disapproval: his 
barometer of taste and mood 
was unfailing. His appetite for 
life and sense of fun belied his 
somewhat bank-managerial ex- 
terior; his generosity and pas- 
sionate loyalty were surprising 
in one so outwardly reserved - 
his love of wife and home, of 
theatre and Shakespeare, of 
continuity and collaboration 
pulsed through his features in 
unexpected and unconcealable 
rushes of feeling that would em- 
barrass him as much as they 
delighted his colleagues. 

Trevor Nunn 


Michael Goldsmith was one of 
the post-war generation of 
British aircraft engineers who 
rose to top management and 
laid the foundations of Britain’s 
current pre-eminence in com- 
mercial aeroqrace. Airbus is to- 
day a British Aerospace success 
story, but it might have been 
otherwise without Goldsmith. 

Airbus had been set up in 
1966 as a European civil aero- 
space industry consortium, .to , 
pull together Europe's frag- 
mented efforts to compete with 
foe Americans in foe world 
jetliner market Hie British 
government pulled out of Air- 
bus in March 1969, leaving 
Britain's aerospace industry to 
fend for itself Tony Berm, then 
Harold Wilson’s technology 
minister, said, “I cannot see one 
factor in favour of Airbus. My 
advisers say it w31 not sell.” 

In May 1969 the French and 
German governments went 
ahead without the 'British, 
whose aerospace industry, foe 
industrial partner responsible 
for designing the A300’s wings, 
now had to maintain its place on 
technical merit and its own in- 
vestmenL The French official at- 
titude, especially when new 
projects like the A3 10 and A320 
came along, was: “Vfe can design 
and build wings too, you know.” 

In this politically negative at- 
mosphere, the presence of 
Goldsmith, a professional aero- 
space engineer greatly respect- 
ed by his French and German 
colleagues, helped to keep 
the British industry in Airbus. 
He did this by skilled technical 
advocacy and diplomacy and -■ 
unremitting hard work. 

In September 1979. when he 
was managing director of foe 
British Aerospace Hatficld- 
Ch ester division responsible 
for Airbus wings, Goldsmith saw 



materials. He was awarded a 
scholarship to Imperial Col- 
lege, London, and learnt to fly 
with foe pmdon.University Air 


Goldsmith: tfwlrftos 


the British govefamESFrejoin 
Airbus, when it was- clearly 
proving to be a success, as a full 
member. He had worked for 
this as executive director of 
British Aerospace Airbus, from 
1973 to 1977. Goldsmith later 
said “I like to think that I was 
the thin thread which kept our 
link with Airbus in place.” 
Like his French and German 
counterparts Roger Bateille 
and Feint Kracht, who became 
personal friends, Goldsmith 
was an engineer with business 
flair. He bad to assess techni- 
cal and financial risks over foe 
king fife-cyde of an airliner pro- 
ject. typically 20 years. He had 
a rare feel for what technology 
and manufacturing can do and 
what the market whl want and 
can afford. Airbus has now 
sold more than 2,000 aircraft 
and has won 40 per cent of the 
market, second only to Boeing- 
Bom in Docking in 1932, 
Michael Goldsmith wona schol- 
arship, to Epsom College. His 
loVe of aviation then drew him 
to foe de Havilland Aeronauti- 
cal Technical College, Hatfield, 
which taught hands-on factory 
slriDs as weD as foe theories of 
aerodynamics, structures and 


four hours on Chromimks. His 
first job asa qualified aeronau- 
tical engineer and jflot was in foe 

de Havilland aerodynamics de- 
partment at Hatfield in 1955. He 
rose through sales engineering 
and project management to be- 
come managing director of BAe 
Hatfield in 1978. 

finMsrnitfi'K talents also made 

their mark , on other British 
Aerospace products, including 
the Indent, 125-800 business jet, 
and the 146 regional jetimer. The 
146 Avro RJ has become the 
Britain’s best-selling jetliner with 
more than 300 ordered to date, 
thanks to its brisk airfield per- 
formance and the extra wide 
cabin, which Goldsmith, as its 
project manager^had advocated 

Mike Goldsmith was 6ft 6in 
tall, handsome .and possessing 
that quality much needed in Eu-. 
ropean dogfighting - an excel- 
lent sense of humour. He also 
bad the gravitas, calmness and 
diplomacy necessary to handle 
staff, superiors and political 
and financial luminaries of foe 
Airbus supervisory board. AH 
regarded him highly. 

He bad to retire in 1968 at foe 
early age of 55, cruelly incapac- 
itated by a rare form of ataxia 
which leads to total loss of 

fofe^HctiOT^^mdomitable 
courage, supported by his wife 
Betty. Hfeinbalectual powers and 
humour remain ed undimmed. 


David Waller, acton bom Street, Vladislav Bogomolov, rocket 
Somerset 27 November 1920; engineer, dien Moscow 9 Feb- 
married Elisabeth Vernon ; died mazy, aged 78. Helped to design 
London 23 January 1997. foe Soviet Vostok rockets, one 


Luna, and Kosmos probes. 


Michael John Goldsmith, engi- 
neer Ixm Dorking Surrey 20 Au- 
gust 1932; married 1958 Betty 
Bignvod (two sons); died Wctwyn, 
Hertfordshire 24 January 1997- 


Mario Henri que Simeasen, 
economist, died Rip de Janeiro 
9 February, aged 61. JRatiber 
B razilian finan ce minister. 


No repossession against one only of married couple 


Albany Home Loans Ltd v 
Massey, Coart of Appeal (Lord 
Justice AkJous, Lord Justice 
Schiemann) 12 Ffebruaty 1997 

Where joint mortgagors of a 
property such as a husband and 
wife, feD into arrears and the 
mortgagee sought to repossess 
foe property but was only grant- 
ed possession against ooe of the 
mortgagors, then, pending de- 
termination of possession pro- 
ceedings against the other 
mortgage, foe court should not 
enforce the possession order 
against the first 
The Court of Appeal dis- 
missed an appeal by foe de- 
fendant, Frank Reginald 
Massey, against a decision of 
Judge Hammond, sitting in 
Stockport County Court on 4 
April 1995, upholding a pos- 
session order granted to the 
plaintiff, Albany Home Loans 
Ltd. 

Martpi Bakin ( McCormicks, Harro- 
gate) far the defendant; Simon Ed- 
wards (BMD Grainger, Potters Bar) 
for the plaintiff. 

Lord Justice Schiemann said 
foe defendant and his wife, 


Jacqueline Joyce Massey, were 
the joint owners and mort- 
gagors of their home. They 
fell into arrears to a substantial 
extent and the plaintiff mort- 
gagee sought possession. 

The defendant claimed that 
he was only in arrears because 
of actions taken by associate 
companies of foe plaintiff, by 
whom he was employed as a 
mortgage provider and by 
whom he had been wrongfully 
dismissed. He said he bad a 
good claim against the associ- 
ate companies for a sum in ex- 
cess of what was owing on the 
mortgage, and that in those cir- 
cumstances foe judge should 
not make an order for posses- 
sion against Win, or at least not 
make it enforceable before foe 
bearing of his claim. 

The judge decided that even 
if foe defendant were to suc- 
ceed on his dismissal daim, that 
would provide no defence to a 
possession daim by the mort- 
gagee: see Ashley Guarantee pfe 
vZaatria [1993J1 WLR62. He 
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also declined to exercise his 
powers under section 36 of 
foe Administration of Justice 
Act 1970 to adjourn the pos- 
session proceedings or stay or 
suspend foe execution of the 
judgment or postpone foe de- 
iiyety of possession. He said the 
dismissal daim was unlikely lo 
be heard before 1997 and it 
did not appear that foe defen- 
dant was ‘'likely to be able 
within a reasonable period to 
pay any sums due under the 
mortgage”. 

That decision was well with- 
in foe judge’s discretion. How- 
ever, foe defendant pursued a 
second argument which raised 
a point of general interest ‘ 

The plaintiff had not, as yet, 

sion against foe wife.^bad 
brought proceedings, but die, 
relying on Barclays Bank pic v 
O'Brien [1994] AC 180, con- 
tended that the mortgage 
should be set aside, as against 
her, on the ground of undue 
influence. 


It was dear that foe posses- 
sion order made by foe judge 
did not bind the wife. Thus foe 
husband had been ordered by 
foe court to leave foe matri- 
monial home in which his wife 
was entitled to stay. The plain- 
tiff had not in feet sought to en- 
force the order against the 
defendant prior to foe adjudi- 
cation of his wife’s case, and 
now offered an undertaking not 
to do so. 

But, although no practical 
problem arose here, his Lord- 
ship saw fore m foe submission 
that foe judge ought not to have . 
made the order for posses- 
sion. Its result was that a hus- 
band was in breach of foe 
court's order and might be 
held in contempt of court 
for remaining in a bouse in 
which his wife was entitled to 
remain and invite whom she 
pleased. 

. to, such a- case, where foe 
ejection of one erf two mort- 
gagors was of no benefit to foe 
mortgagee, it would not in 


general be right to make an or- 
der requiring hini to leave with* , 
in foe period during which foe 
other mortgagor 'was' in pos- 
session. particularly where the-' 
two mortgagors were husband 
and wife. 

It could not be said that the 
court bad no power to make . 
such ah order? but it ought so 
to have disposed of foe case that 
the husband was not required 
to leave until his wife left Thai, 
could haw been achieved by an 
undertaking by foe mortgagee, 
such as was now offered, not to 
enforce the possession order, 
against foe defendant until 
such an order was made and be* 
came en fo rceable against his 
wife or she left voluntarily; or 
the court coukLhave ordered ah 
adjournment under its gener- 
al powers (though not under 
section 36 or the 1970 Act) with 
liberty to restore if foe wife left 
the property or a possession 
order was made against her. 

Xn this case, foerigbt course 
was to accept the undertaking 
now offered by the plaintiff and 
dismiss the appeaL , - 

Paul Mqpfatt, Banister. ; 
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I t is possible to feel Sony for Dou- 
glas Hogg. A not especially remark- 
able Cabinet mini ster whose only 
purpose would have been to catch out 

trivia quiz contestants asked to list agri- 
culture ministers. Memorable for his 
hats, a Grade II listed surname, for 
being trained to a clever woman, and 
for having the misfortune to be bold- 
ing the BSE parcel bomb when the 
music stopped. 

But let us not allow sympathy to get 
in the way of retribution. Because it is 
right that the Government should be 
held to account for its handling of mad 
cow disease. For 10 years, it has been 
guQty of incompetence^ complacency 
and cowardice. And the conventions of 
parliamentary accountability require 
Mr Hpgg to take the rap, even though 
he has only been in charge for the last 
18 mouths. 

Labour is right to put down Mon- 
day’s motion to reduce his salary- the 
polite way of catling for him to be 
sacked -and to make BSE an issue on 
which the Government could £alL It 
probably won’t, but there would be a 
-form of justice done if it did. Our only 
cavil is that Labour should have sup- 
ported the liberal Democrats when 
they put down exactly the same motion 
last year. That act of tribal small- 
mindedness weakens Mr Blair in Mon- 
day’s vote. It adds to the impression 
that the Labour leader is making an 
opportunistic gesture. But just because 


called 


they did ihe wrong thing then docs not 
mean they should be condemned for 
doing the right thing now. 

So what g the c ase against the Gov- 
ernment on BSE? 

The possibility that the agents that 
cause mad cow disease might p qd up 
in beefburgers was first raised at the 
end of 1986. Mr Gummer’s unwise 
publicny stnnf ro which be pubficlyfed 
a hamburger to his daughter Cordelia 
is one of the political images that will 
stick in our collective mind l and it con- 
tains an essential truth about the Gov- 
ernment's attitude. Rather than err on 
the side of caution, Mr Gummer 
blithely asserted that, because no risk 
had been proved, there was so risk. 

It is at this point in the argument th?t 
the stock response is usually deployed: 
Yes* but what would Labour have 
done? It usually emerge s that Her 
Majesty’s Opposition was either fast 
asleep on the job or rasaingoS at a tan- 
gent about something eke entirely. Not 
in this case. 

Step forward the unesqxcted figure 
of David Clark. Yes, him. Very prob- 
ably there are members of ins own 
family who don’t know that he is a 
member of the Shadow Cabinet. But 
he is, and he was Mr Gammer’s agri- 
cultural shadow. And Ms response to 
the possibDhy of BSE entering the 
human food chain was correct from 
the starL As a precautionary measure, 
he said, infected cattle should be 
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traced and related animals culled. 
Feeding them on minced sheep 
should be stopped. And research 
should be stepped up. We do not yet 
know how many people will die from 
the human variant of BSE, but 
prompt action then could well have 
saved some lives. 

Why did the Government not act 
sooner? One of the. more pathetic 
bleats of ministerial self-justification 
came recently from David Willetts, 
the allegedly brainy Postmaster Gen- 
eral. Modem British government he 
wrote, is constrained by the “iron tri- 
angle” of the courts, European insti- 


tutions and domestic interest groups. 
He was trying to explain the unfortu- 
nate appearance of government pas- 
sivity m general, but his words stand 
as a poignant commentary on the BSE 
crisis in particular. 

Now we as a newspaper are very 
much in favour of farmers. They grow 
and breed a lot of our food, and jolly 
good it (mostly) is. And, second only 
to the victims of the new strain of 
Creutzfeldt-Jakob Disease, they have 
borne the cost of the BSE crisis. But we 
see no reason why they should be sin- 
gled out for vast amounts of taxpayer 
subsidy, especially when it is often 


shaped precisely' to encourage the 
kinds of intensive fanning methods that 
threaten both our environment and, 
potentially, our health. And it is neither 
m farmers' long-term interest, nor that 
of the rest of the population, that they 
should exert $o much influence on food 
policy. 

So the most urgent of the funda- 
mental lessons of the BSE crisis is 
that rite Ministry of Agriculture, Fish- 
eries and Foods should be abolished. 
Fbod safety should be the responsi- 
bility of the Department of Health, 
and the terming and fishing industries 
should be treated no differently from 
any other by the Department of 
Trede and Industry. So far. Labour 
has only proposed an “arm's-length” 
Food Standards Agency, which is not 
enough. 

But Monday's vote is about the 
Government's record. For once, it is 
not a pointless Commons charade. 
There are good reasons of subsTance 
why honest, independent -minded MIS 
should vote against the Government 
on Monday. Tony Blair may have 
shied away from them yesterday, 
because he does not want’ to add to 
worries about British beef now that 
the Government has finally taken alt 
the action it should have taken years 
ago. Instead, he chase to concentrate 
on John Major's foolish promise to get 
the European ban on British beef 
lifted by last November. That, and the 


Prime Minister's petulant policy of 
non-co-opeTation with Brussels, 
should be condemned. But the real 
charge is that, bowing to farming 
interests, this Government needlessly 
endangered the health of its citizens 
a long time ago. This whole Sony tale 
has been one of accumulated mis- 
management from start to finish. 

The price of 
free speech 

S alman Rushdie demonstrated his 
courage by making a joke of it - 
“just a cost of living increase " he said 
of the additional half a million dollars 
an Iranian religious foundation has 
added in the price on his head. In his 
plight, the author deserves support 
from the British government. The 
Foreign Office needs to state clearly 
that the Iranian government holds 
responsibility for any and all threats 
uttered from within that state, whether 
the voices claim to be religious author- 
ities or no. Inin cannot he admitted to 
open international conversation unless 
and uatii the threat is lifted. The 
Home Office should re-commit itself 
to Mr Rushdie's protection. Politicians 
may sometimes forget it, hut freedom 
of speech is one of the most important 
freedoms they uphold. 
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Scots, English 
and a leap 
in the dark 

Sin I hope Andrew Manr was not 


whingemg about aScoi 
pa rl iame nt ". 12 February) that 
Scotland does not benefit in terms 
of fiscal transfers from her 
membership of the UK. for she 
most emphatically and quite 
properly does. Like many radical 
d evolution* ries, he tries to 
minimise the scale of this • 

advantage and parrots the standard . 
SNP myth that it is.actnafly wealthy 
pecrplein the Home Gooime&vdx} 
enjoy the greatest u snbsidies ! * from 
thestate. He even disinters one of 
the SNP greatest hits from the 
1970s: “Ifs ScotlantTsOiT. 

He wants a Scottish parliament, 
moreover, on the rather 
islingtonian grounds that “what we 
need m Britain is more diversity 
and experiment, not less". And so 
the people of Scotland are to to be 
used as constitutional guinea pigs 

simply because we are bored with 
the old order. • 

The point is not Chat English 
people are “whingring”, but that 
the business of arranging a new 
constitutional settlement for 
Scotland k so transparently a vexed 
and uncertain affair. With Scottish 
vital interests at stake, honest 
analysis wfll serve us all better than 
urging Scotland to take a great leap 
forward info the^ dark. 

JAMES MURPHY 
London NWS 

Sir: In yonr report “Ibries threaten 
to make the Soots pay up” (11 
Ftebruary) you refer to 
Conservative propaganda that 
there is more ‘identifiable” -• v 
government spenefing per head in 
Scotland than in England, with tire 
implication that this is some sort of 
“benefit" bestowed mi the Scots by 
virtue of the Umon. 

A more accurate picture will be 
obtained if revenue raising is also 
considered- Last month the Chief 
Secretary to the Treasury, William 
Waldegrave, admitted in a 
parliamentary written answer that, 

taking oil revenues into account^ 
Scotland has paid a massive £Z7bn 
absolute surplus into the London 
Treasury since 1979. This the 
equivalent of £5,400 for every 
person in Scotland. 

JOE TAYLOR 
Brighton, East Sussex 

Sir. By all means reduce the 
numbers erf Scottish MPs at 
Wes tminster . Scotland is, after alL 
over-represented. But that will not 
solve the West Lothian problem, 
for which the only solution would 
be complete erelusioawhfle any 
English, Welsh or Irish business 
was on the agenda. Something that 
could be arranged quite simply rf 
Scottish MPS were required to sit m 
both regional and UK parliament. 

But it is invidious to give the five 
million inhabitants of Scotland a 
parliament of ihezr own when a 
greater number of Londoners do 
not have and forum to caO their 


own. . w 

rest of the UK is an equitable 

solution and, if MPs are elected to 
sit in both parliaments, one that 
win seriously limit over-indulgence 
in non-productive waffle. 

ROGER CHAPMAN 
Kei&Uey, WtetYbrtekre 

Sin Following the ill-advised 
comments of Stephen- DorreD, the 
debate on the merits of devolution 
has focused exclusively tei 
ScoilantFsfutnre; . "... 

Qn the ga me day that the Health 



uproar, nearly 100 
in Welsh life 


prominent 

figures. 


to celebrities from the 


launched a new campaign. Onri 
is to achieve a resounding “yes” vote 
iniherrfetendumwtncfawe.asweD 
as the Scots, have been promised 


We have touched anon- 
political campaign in advance 
the election because we feel thrt 
there isa need to take the focus on 
devolution away from p o l iti cians 

and aim it at ordinary people, the 
vast majorhy of whom are members 
of no political party. The wrangling 
of recent days proves aach an 
approach J3 sorely needed. 
DARANHILL 


Yes for Wales campaign 
Cardiff ■ 


Historic archives 
ur^^haminer 

Sir. Yowriepart on the sale of 
Marconi ardtive material (10 
February), coming so soon after the 

sale of Brunei material last 

November, raises once again the 
urgent need to protect our national 


dispersal. . 

It isejeartbat there isa 
continuing haemorrhage of 
historically valuable <foannen.ts 
through random sale to the highest 
bidder, and that there is a need for 
an agency to control such 


heritage- Socfa an agency, 
preferably part of agovernment 
department wodd aim ah 
identifying the owners of archival 
material with high heritage value; 


advising them about a ppropriate 
national repositories to which it 
might be sold, if not actually 
donated; arranging for independent 
valuation of such collections; and 

j^dkfortiw acquisition of archives 
.by approved institutions. 

Bjy firm hot judicious action such 
an agency could rapidly improve 
the condition of our heritage 
archives, mid establish public 
access to them for posterity. 

R ANGUS BUCHANAN 
Emeritus Professor of the History of 
Technology 

Sdwoicf Social Sciences 
University of Bath 


Proud of oiir 
rare in the nave 

Sir: There is a lot of troth in 
Andrew Brown’s article b Runde 
and the tong melancholy roar" (10 
February) and a lot of fear in the 
criticisms of modem worship. 

I am proud that I chaired the 
flrmitmtt ftft fhat “Pave in 

the Nave” at Ety Cathedral at the 
beginmngofthisdecade,bulitisno 
threat to my four rural churches and 
their congregation* It isa successful 
annualevoot which draws young 
people (andsome older ones) and 


However,' few local churches can 
potonaprofoskmalandexcitin 
youth service, hi the main the 
staple diet of yotmgand old^ will 
continue to be more or less 
traditional worship. 


The cause for Lhe sadden drop in 
attendance this year in the 
Anglican Church is something for 
which young people can reject all 
blame. Those under 23 have not 
voted for this government. Its 
deregulation and desecration of 
Sunday, and the policies that have 
undermine d the family, mean that 
many of my church members no 
longer attend weekly. 

Those in church have often had 
to make a massive effort to get 
there. If they arc rewarded with an 
annual dose of worship which is 
relevant, different, exciting and 
chal lenging , they deserve il 
R ev STEPHEN LEEKE 
Warboys, Cambridgeshire 

Sir One is saddened by the charges 
of intellectual dishonesty levelled 
at a fellow Christian by the Rev 
Guy A 'Davies (“Misguided liberal 
rices on the Bible**, Letters, 12 
February). Mr Davies refers to the 
substitutionary death of Christas if 
it is the onty interpretation of this 
event which is valid. 

Many Christians who do not 
share Mr Davies’ more dogmatic 
views nevertheless have had their 
lives enhanced, given purpese, 

even transformed by accepting 

initially the hypothesis that God 
(however ke/she is described ) 
uniquely expressed “himself” in 
Jesus and look the initiative in 
making possible harmony between 
God and humankind, harmony 
within ourselves and harmony 
between people. Mr Davies, please 
do not write us off as dishonest. 
DAVID EAGLE 
Epsom, Sump 


Sir Guy Davies suggests that, if 
Kenneth Wilsop no longer believes 
the Bible is true, he should leave 
the priesthood and renounce 
Christianity , and he adds that 
“perhaps the Rationalist Press 
Association would give him a job”. 

I am afraid we have no 
vacancies at the moment, but the 
idea isn’t as silly as it may seem. 
We have always had friendly 
relations with progressive 
elements of various 
denominations, several members 
throughout the century of our 
existence have been clergymen, 
one of our leading figures during 
the first half of the century was the 
former Roman Catholic priest, 
Joseph McCabe, and one of our 
present directors is a former 
Anglican priest 

A main strand of the freethougfal 
movement has always been rational 
criticism of the Bible and indeed of 
ah religious scriptures and 
doctrines, and we welcome the very 
significant weak done in this area ’ 


by protagonists of “Liberal 

Christianity”, which we at least 

would never stoop to describing as 
“intellectually dishonest”. 
NICOLAS WALTER 
RarionaDsi Press Association 
London N1 


Tory message 

SSn At last (report, 12 February) 
the Tories have come op with a 
meaningful slogan: “Mayday! 
Mayday!" 

COLIN M CAMPBELL 
Edinburgh 
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Sudden approach 
of lawless cyclists 

Sir Helen Newton (letter, 10 
February) is “puzzled" by bridle 
path cyclists who encounter the 
kind of rudeness from walkers that 
she never seems to receive as a long 
distance horse-rider. 

K J McLean (letter.? February), 
may well give what he calls a 
“salutation" lo pedestrians 
exercising their right lo wait, h 

would be much better if he 
possessed, as is required by law, a 
bfcydc bell, a polite tinkle on which 
would advise walkers of his 
approach, hopefully ata 
reasonable speed. No “salutation" 
or similar gesture will appease the 
irritation we pedestrians suffer 
upon being suddenly quietly 
overtaken by a cyclist who ignores 
the laws of the land, whether it he 
on bridle path or pavement. 

“Rrfite behaviour” has long 
vanished among the cycling 
fraternity. 

ERNIE SEARS 
K&kyAbhey, 

Hampshire 


No sale 

Sin Your report “Lobbyist offers 
his memoirs for sale" (1? February) 
is wholly inaccurate insofar as your 
references to HarperCoDins are 
concerned. HarperCollins decided 
not to publish Jan Greer's boob 
because w amid not see any 
commercial justification fordoing 
SO. In short, we did not think it 
would make money. 

EDDIE BELL 

Execuih e Chairman and Publisher 
HarperCollins Publishers 
London W6 


Depressed? Blame 
media overload 

Sir: In his examination nf current 
high levels of depression and 
dissatisfaction (“The blue 
Nineties", 1 1 February), Oliver 
James overlooks the single most 
glaring social difference between 
the 1950s and today. 

The huge media explosion over 
the past forty years means that all 
of us, from infancy onwards, 
receive a considerable input about 
the world und other human beings 
from data already processed by 
other minds. 

Compared with even recent 
histoiy.whcn news, anecdote, 
opinion, advice and wisdom were 
passed from person to person, face 
to face, by word of mouth (with 
books os direct verba! 
communication from absent 
individuals), we now live in a 
virtually real fantasy world- that of 
the electronic media, advertising, 
film, and the tabloid press. 

It is hardly surprising that 
against this daily and constant 
bombardment of images and 
sound&we should somehow feci 
that our personal and human status 
has been reduced. 

It is conceivable that on 
evolutionary principles wc may 
adapt to this comparatively recent 
change in our environment (after 
several thousand years of non- 
media development), but on a 
conservative estimate it will take 
about ten thousand years fora fully 
fledged, 'and happy, Media Man to 
evolve. 

IANFUNTOFF 
London SW6 

Sir Oliver James is wrung when he 
says that “the SSRJ most widely 
prescribed today is called LustraP. 
That honour goes to Prozne, which 
is also the world's most widely 
prescribed antidepressant. 

DEREK G ANTHONY 
Manager of Corporate Affairs 
UBv Industries tJd 
Basingstoke, 

Hampshire 


Cryonics are a 
long-odds bet 

Sir David E Pagg (“Only the 
! gullible pay lube fnwen". Letters, 

1 12 February) misses the point 
about cryonks. People who opt to 

be frozen after death are taking a 
gamble. A gamble that the 
technological advances needed to 
revive them will eventually be 
made, that the company preserving 
them will survive, that those who 
like to impose their eihica) 
standards on others will allow their 
revival, and, indeed, that 
civilisation itself will not collapse. 

The odds against ever being 
revived must be astronomical, but 
so what? The alternative is to be 
100 per cent certain of spending 
eternity dead. 
mUL BRATTON 
London W$ 


Post haste 

Sin My experience has. 
unfortunately, been exactly the 
opposite of your correspondents' 
(“Greetings cards always delayed'*. 
Letters, 12 February), I posted a 
Valentine's card to my fiancee in 
Vancouver Iasi Saturday and was 
told at the ftnrt Office counter that 
il might get there by Friday. 
However, die sent me an e-mail on 
Tuesday, raying she bad already 
received it.' 

TIM SHORT 
Beading, 

Berkshire 
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Fisk in Ireland: Part 3 


The 


border is 


a state 


of mind 


In his third and final report 
on Northern Ireland, The 
Independents award-winning 
war reporter Robert Fisk 
goes in search of the dividing 
line that symbolises the 
island’s lingering torment 


I n the wall of a ground- 
floor apartment in 
Glenfada Flats, I found 
two bullet holes from 
Bloody Sunday, two 
gashes in the cheap stucco and 
cement to remind the Catholics 
of the Bogside of the power of 
a self-loading rifle fired exactly 
25 years ago by a member of 
the 1st Battalion the Parachute 
Regiment. 

“There's another hole round 
the corner in Chamberlain 
Street,” a young man told me. 
“Would you like to see it?" And 
he ran through a litany without 
invitation. The Paras, the 13 
unarmed dead Catholic civil 
rights demonstrators - the 14th 
who died of wounds later - the 
Widgery Tribunal, the lies, the 
humiliation. I told him Td seen 
enough builet holes in the 
Middle East and the Balkans 
these past 22 years, live rounds 
that had turned the walls of 
buildings in Beirut and Sara- 
jevo and Kabul and Vukovar 


into Irish lace. I didn’t think 
one more bullet hole would 
make a lot of difference. “But 
do people know about Bloody 
Sunday in Beirut?” the man 
asked. No, I said. Not a soul 
there knew - or cared - what 
happened here. 

Did the young man know 
what happened in Beirut in 
November, 1993, 1 asked? He 
shrugged his shoulders. Well, 1 
explained, a large group of 
Shiite Muslim demonstrators - 
supporters of the Hizbollah, but 
unarmed - had staged a protest 
march against the terms of the 
PLO- Israeli peace agreement 
The march was illegal. The 
Lebanese army was ordered to 
stop the marchers. An “Slite” 
military unit opened fire on the 
Beirut demonstrators. Thirteen 
of them - including women - 
were killed. 

The Londonderry man was 
silent for a long time. The par- 
allels were asto nishing , but the 
two bloodbaths were exclusive 



for Northern Ireland's redemp- 
tion, then the province is tak- 
ing a very long time learning 
this lesson. On Bloody Sunday, 
the British soldier killed on 
Wednesday night had not even 
been bom. Bor the truth is that 
the EU is a piece of state-of- 
the-art politics in whose far 
north-western corner there 
exists ~a 16th-centurywar. 

Twenty-five, years ago. 
Bishop Edward Daly's picture 
was in every newspaper, hold- 


ing out a bloody handkerchief 
before the paratroopers as he 
walked in front of a crowd 


got it absolutely right - they 
didn't provide housing for the 
Catholics. But even without 
work, a man will stay here if he 
has a decent home. Our figures 
show that around 55 to 66 per 
cent of the children in school in 
Northern Ireland at . . the 
moment are from Catholic- . 
Nationalist families. In 1972, 
there were 39,000 Ca t h o li c s in 
Londonderry. Now there are 
68,000. But the X factor is the 
new housing. It’s a huge revo- 
lution that has taken place 
here." 

When 1 asked the priest bow 
long it might therefore be 
before the minority became 





carrying a <hang man. Retired 
now, his memory failing each . < 

eventide after a frightening the majority, he sak£ matter-of- 
stxoke three years ago, he is still factiy: “Twenty-five * years?" 


a heroic man. 

"The ceasefire was a tremen- 
dous opportunity which was 
not taken." he says wearily. “I 
drink the British delayed and 
dallied, made an issue of 
decommissioning [of arms]. 
They don’t seem able to stom- 
ach the idea of Sinn Fein being 
there at the table. Until they 
can stomach this, I don’t think 

where 3 .. IdM^un^anyt^y 
in Sinn Fein is looking forward 
to- a United Ire- 
land tomorrow 
morning." 

Not that 
Daly is 


Another 
and that 


In the shadow of the past a Bogside mural depicting Bishop Daly and one of the BkMMfy Sunday victims Photograph: Pace- 


: any fir 

of the IRA. He 
has been cursed 
for his condemna- 
tion of human 
wickedness, for 
refusing to allow 
IRA funerals near 
his church. “There 
was the case of Patsy Gillespie 
who was tied into his van and 
forced to drive towards British 
soldiers and the bomb went off 
and killed six of them. At that 
funeral, I really spoke ray mind 
about the IRA.* And here I 
remembered searching the pre- 
vious day in Betfastfbr an IRA 
battalion commander whom I 


<m The peace 
process 
Isn’t going 
anywhere 9 

Bishop Daly 


to their countries. So all the 
man said was: “Jesus Christ!" 

It is a name much invoked on 
the Londonderry memorials. 
The most dramatic of these is 
a simple granite cross erected 
to the memory of the 13 - 
Duddy, Doherty, McGuigan, 
Gilmore, McElhinney, 
McDaid, Nash, Young, Keif/, 
Wray, Donaghy and two 
McKinneys - “murdered by 
British paratroopers on Bloody 
Sunday 30 January 1972”. 
Beside it, someone has scrib- 
bled a note: “All we need is the 
truth to help heal the wounds.” 

The truth. That is aD the 
people of Qana were demand- 
ing last April after Israeli shells 


slaughtered 101 civilians shel- 
tering in the UN compound. 
And I rather think the parallels 
hoe may be doser. The Israelis 
said they were shooting back at 
Hizbollah, just as die British 
paratroopers claimed they were 
shooting back at the ERA. 
There was an international out- 
cry against the massacre but the 
Israelis insisted the killings 
were not deliber- 
ate, blaming them 
on the local gun- 
men, even on the 
dead themselves 
for tolerating the 


sible to avoid in Northern 
Ireland today, when even the 
Protestant Newsletter - the old- 
est daily paper in the kingdom 

- demands an official apology 
to the families of lire victims. By 
lying about what they could see 

- the Israelis at first denied 
there was a pilotless recon- 
naissance aircraft over Qana - 
Israel gave the Hizbollah its 

biggest propa- 
■hhmm ganda victory in 

✓ 14 years. By refus- 
al The IRA mg to admit the 

hijacked ' TWh ~ * h “ the 


of a century 
border, would 
But was this what it 
was ail about? I recalled that 
the writer Ulick O’Conhorhad 
once told me of bow an KUC 
officer had arrested Brendan 
Behan when he found him on 
he hands and knees on the road 
south of Newxy. “What are you 
doinjp ” the policeman had 

find the ft*S^SejJ?^an $ 
had replied. And so. I decided 
to go and look at 
■mm this mysterious 

border for which 
so mariy had (tied, 
for it lay only five 
miles from Lem- - 
donderry. Along 
the road to Cos- 
quinn, the rain 
was drifting 
across the fields. 
■mm On the left was a 

blown-up British 
army base, on the right another 
memorial. “In Memory of Patsy 
Gillespie," it said. “Civilian, 
Husband and Father :.. Lord ^ 
that he may be an instrument 
of Your Feare. Presented by the 
Soldiers. ” 

Just beyond, so my map sug- 
gested, was the border. But 1 
couldn't find it I did see an 
Irish Garda officer on the 




::r A 




*■ 


knew back in 1974 - “Bald 
Ireland. Jc^Hume, i sidc, ner- Eagle", he was called, then. I ^.County Donegal -side of the 
votis, popping the occasional ' was fold he was ol& now and ' frontier. Where exactly was the 
*" " " ’ ’ 1 was only seen at funerals and 

had already suffered his first 
heart attack. Did ERA men 
find their consciences in old 


There's no disguising 
problem toenails 



c <f Thick, brittle, discoloured toenails may 

^ caused by a fungal infection. For a free leaflet 

*6utH** and advice on how they can be cured 


can be cured write to 
FREEPOST STEPWISE, Dept. IN0 140297, PO BOX 53 1 4, London W6 
0GQ, or call FREEPHONE 0800 200 210. 


FREEPHONE 0800 200 210 


o British Army had 

Hizbollah in their Bloody Sunday committed an 
midst. Just as the - atrocity in Lon- 

British ignored DCCdUSe HO donderry in 1972 
the international OIMS elS6 (fid 9 -the Westminster 

outrage after government gave 

the 


Bloody Sunday, 


IRA its 


insisting that the 

IRA were to blame, that some 

of the dead bad been armed. 

The UN’s official inquiry 
into the Qana massacre implied 
that it was deliberate. Lord 
Widgery was not so brave. Of 
500 eyewitness testimonies 
given to him, he bothered to 
read only IS. Was he merely 

lazy? Or was he a weak, morally 

enfeebled man, more fearful of 
condemning his country’s 
armed forces than he was of 
concealing the truth? 

These questions are impos- 


biggest propa- 
ganck victory in 25 years. And 
the families were doubly 
assaulted. After falsely accusing 
the dead of carrying firearms, 
the British then abused the rel- 
atives by claiming that they 
had allowed the IRA to hijack 
their grief. As a Catholic priest 
put it to me in the Bogside, 
“The IRA- hijacked Bloody 
Sunday because no one else did 
- if only the British had told the 
truth at the start ..." 

And still Bloody Sunday 
hangs like a pall over Northern 


piO for ms fearful headaches, 
laments every memory, of past 
violence. As . his., “peace 
process" - initiated with great 
courage after long talks with 
Geny Adams - slowfy disinte- 
grates, he fears each new 
reminder of tire past, the ten- 
sions raised by the Bloody 
Sunday anniversary, even the 
appearance at this critical 
moment of Neil Jordan’s film 
Michael Coffins. 

But his mind races brilliantly 
on, ever broader as the chances 
of peace narrow. “Ihe model of 
the European Union should be 
the model for our healing 
process," he says. “Who would 
have thought, standing on the 
frontier of Germany in 1945 
with 35 million dead across 
Ewope^ that there would be a 
united Europe 50 years later? 
How did we do it? It’s about 
seeing difference - race, reli- 
gion, ethnicity - not as a threat 
but as an accident of birth.” 

I feel uneasy, listening to 
Hume. I admire him — he is the 
first to remind me that he was 
regularly assaulted and 
harassed by the IRA and its 
supporters - but I am troubled 
by cliches like “healing 
process”, and I fear that if the 
European Union is the model 


vwhen 
coming for 


they could see < 
them? 

“No Robert, you don’t 
understand. The time the real- 
ity comes crashing in on them 
is when their first child is born. 
They have participated in the 
creation of a life and three 
months later young men come 
to me with problems because 
they have killed someone. This 
hits them while they are still 
young and not at such a remove 
from the act of killing. Some of 
them have sat here and wept.” 

Bishop Daly has given the 
last rites to British soldiers, 
buried Catholic RUC men, but 
understands the ignorance of 
the world. “A lot of people in 
the North are under an illusion 
- they think the whole world is 
waiting to see what will happen- 
to them." And I remembered 
the man outside Gfextfada Flats. 

The GuhohcB may take com- 
fort in demography. As the 
priest said to me in the Bogside, 
the quality of houses has 
improved for Catholics and so 
emigration will fall. “In the old 
Unionist days, the Protestants 


border, I asked him? there was 
a bold laugh. “I really don’t 
know for pertain because I’ve 
never walked further than this," 
be replied. “They say it’s the 
stream over there and I’ve been 
told it runs behind that house." 

I knocked on foe door of the 
cottage. It was deserted, the 
wind blowing softly through 
the frees beside it. 

I knelt down on the road sur- 
face, Behan-like, and could 
faintly detect a very slight 
change in foe tarmacadam, per- 
haps a millimetre difference in 
foe height of the kerbstones. ^ 
W&s this the border? • 

Behind me, in what must stiQ 
have been Northern Ireland, 
was a caravan beside the road. 

Three children, their -mother 
and father, squashed them- 
selves to foe window. They had 
come from Armagh, the man 
said. So where, I asked them, 
was the border? "They say ft’s 
along that ditch to foe right of 
foe road,” the man said to me, 
nibbing his eyes in foe cold air 
coming through his caravan 
window. “But if you want 
know where the real border is, } 
it's here." And be tapped his 
right forefinger on his head, bo 
loudly that 1 could hear it bang- 
ing against his sknIL 
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Brief encounters and murderous mobiles 



A s nobody. Heaven be 
praised, has offered - 
me money to print 
their St dentine’s Day 
greetings in this col umn, I 
shall be forced to talk about 
something else instead, and I 
think it is going to be about 
talking to people on trains. 

Do you talk to people on 
trains? I do. It’s one of the 
chief pleasures of travelling 
by tram. 

When I say talking on 
trains, I don t mean talking 
by telephone to people who 
are not on foe train. People 
who ring other people from 
the train should be barely 
tolerated, as instead of going 
into foe lavatory and 
conducting their silly little 
conversations in private they 
always sit proudly where they 
are and raise their voice 
louder than is anywhere near 
necessary, as if to say, “Look 
at me - I've got a mobile 
phone - you haven’t!" 

At home we don't shout 
into a phone, indeed we 
hardly raise our voice above 
a whisper, but we can still be 
perfectly well heard by foe 
people at foe other end. So 
why is it that people on 
trains using phones feel they 
have to raise their voices? 


Same with phones on trains. 

1 was on a train home from 
Paddington foe other i 
and a couple of seats bet 
me was an infuriating 
woman who launched into 
long, loud conversations on 
her phone about business 
life, the next day’s meetings, 
office gossip, and so on, and - 
when she was tired of talking 
to one person she rang 
another and had exactly die 
same com’ersaaon all over 
again. You could feel foe 
whole carriage sQently 
seething as they tried to 
ignore her, until finally I 
couldn’t bear it any longer 
and I got up and turned 
round and said to her very 
forcibly and audibly: 

“If you have to folk so 
loudly, could you PLEASE 
have more interesting 
conversations?" 

Though I say it myself, I 
thought that was quite a 
snappy line. It did not, 
however, have the desired 
squashing effect on her. She 
looked murderous daggers 
back at me and said: “If you 
don’t like it, you can always 
move somewhere else." 

At this point I should have 
said, “I’m afraid there aren't 
enough empty seats in the 



Miles 

Kington 


train for ah of os to move 
to," but I didn’t think of this 
till later, and just sat down 
fuming. Luckily she scored 
an own goal now, because 
she turned back to her phone 
and said to her unseen 
friend, “Sony about that, but 
there’s a bloke on foe train 
who says I'm talking too 
loud." At which a chorus of 
passengers’ voices arose 
around me, saying: “He’s not 
foe only one,” and although 
she outwardly paid no heed 
to this, her voice suddenly 
went very soft and quiet and 
we all smiled at each other 


because we knew we had won. 

Satisfying at the time, I 
suppose, but train 
conversations shouldn't be a 
matter of w inning and losing. 
They should be gentle things, 

rising and falling like 

breathing. The next time I 
got on the train at Bath to go 
to Paddington I sat opposite 
an old bloke who didn’t look 
like much until he produced 
a small flask and said: “Don’t 
think I can get this tea down 
unless it’s got some whisky in 
it," and poured a slug of 
Scotch in his tea. “Want 
some?” he said. 

“Don't think I could face 
Scotch before 11am," I said 
politely. 

“I beg to differ,” he said, 
and we were off on a long 
rircumambulatoiy 
conversation which lasted 
from Bath to Didcot and 
which ranged over nrrsm K 
(he had been a policeman 
before retiring), racial 
prejudice (he was Welsh), 
strangely Doting seaside ■ 
towns (be lived m Weston- 
super-Mare) and so on. I was 
actually meant to be working 
on foe train but this was 
more fun, and by the time we 
got to Reading we were 
lifelong buddies. Then, at 


Reading, another man got in 


and sat with us. My friend 
offered him some Sco 


tch.He 
refused. He got out a mobile 
phone. He bunched up his 
shoulders to signify isolation 
and made as if to foaL . 

“Bloody hell,” said TMfy 
(which he had told me was 
his name). “He’s gota . 

Yuppie phone. Or don^t we 

use mat word anymore?” 
“Wharword?” I said. . 
“Yuppie," said Thffy. “Is 


foe word Tuppie* too . 
Eighties? Is the \ 


i word dead 
now? And if. there .are still •. 
such people as Yuppies»_wbai 
is the Nineties word for it? I 
to our friend with the 

lie phone. Whar cfo you 
think?" 

Our friend with foe t ‘ 
Yuppie phone, who had been 
listening to this with some 
amusement, put down foe - 
phone and joined inpur 
conversarion. By the time we 
got.to Paddington we'were. . 
all friends for life. I submit ' 
with respect that none of 
this would have happened , 
on a plane or in a taxi, only 
on a train. ■ - V; • 
Well, that’s fairest my. 
case, whatever itwas, ino i 
happy St Wentine’s Day j^o • 

you all. i-' \ 
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Fergie - the ideal 
figure for the new 
world economy 
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H ow many people in this 
country, facing h unt . 

ruptcy, could go oat and 
earn between £4m and £5m in 
Just a few months to hdip pay off 
their debts? 

• WeD, there is one and her 
name is Sarah Ferguson. We 
have become so accustomed to 
joking about the Duchess of 
York or rushing to judgement 
about her antics that we mi« 
something much more impor- 
tant. Tins is the astonishing 



scale of her achievement, 
more particularly whal h says 
about the changing nature of 
the global economy. 

She demonstrates five impor- 
tant changing features of the 
world economy: the growth in 
demand for celebrities and the 
complex nature of that farm of 
human capital; the need for 
global branding; the fact that 
increasingly men and women 
wfl] compete on a level eco- 
nomy playing field; the need for 
entrepreneurship; and the 
importance of the English 




- The £4-5m is an estimate but - 

-will be not too far out and is chr 

quite stunning: more than 

mom an autobiography; £lm 

from Weight Witchers; WUU, 

£500,000 horn advertising cran- 1 • 

berry juice in the US; interviews, 0010 

advances on chfidrim's books 

and Hello! deals, another nnr 

£600,000; £100,000 from an <XLiL 

Austrian construction mogul; 

plus various odds and ends, SO€ 

mostly product promotions. 

The starting point here is the - 

trend towards edebritisationof -LJxij 

the world economy. They are 
everywhere. Turn on the TV 
and there will be ~ some 
sportspereon endorsing a pizza; a chat-show 
hostesssayingsome (actnafly veiy boring) car 
is wonderful. % why? What is the need for 
these peopte to be paid to say these words? The 
answer is that in a world of infinite informa- 
tion' the obvious way for a company to get 
across a c ommer cial message is to employ a 
well-known human being to say it. Sometimes 
the ad people think of something new and 
dever; wit it Is a sight easier to hire a celeb. 

- F er g ie is a b rilliant celeb for two reasons: 
royalty and frailly. She is —or at least has been 
- a royal and the UK-royal fam^ istooentfy 
at the top of the gld»l celtt food chain. But 
that alone would not be enough; it wriidd not 
sell much cranberry Juice in the US to have, 
say. Prince Edward, doing the ad. Human 
frailly is attractive; look at the way Hugh 
Grant’s fees shot up after his indiscretion on 
Sunset Boulevard, or bow Bill Clinton’s 
trouser-zip problem may even have enhanced 
his appeal among women. The counterpoint 
between Sarah Ferguson’s human failings and 
her openness on the one hand, and the stuffy 
traditional image of the UK royals on the 
other, happens to make her very valuable. 

And valuable not so much in the UK, 
which is not in world terms a very important 
maricet; she is that rare thing, a recognisable 
global celebrity. If it is hard to bund up a 


national brand, think how much 
harder it is to build an interna- 
tional one. The only British 
brand that is reaDy making much 

headway globally at the moment 

is Virgin, and look at the ihmg«i 
Richard Branson has to do to gel 
pobfirity. Achieving global brand 
recognition is particuiariy impor- 
tant in thjngs lilfi! filnvc ar^fl 

books. Anyone who has pub- 
lished a book in global markets 
will know that lota] world sales 
can be 10 times UK sales. Fer- 
lUStS gfc’s autobiography (her biggest 

i * i n single deal) should sell weB mall 

- markets simply because, like 

Branson, she is a global braid. 
She is also a woman. Zn most 
PtL j j 1_ _ forms of economic actjviry men 

■ OJflCS LflB satiO get paid more than women 
doing die same job. But there 
UPTTPPf are signs that at the top of the 
slriD range - top spart^jeopJe, 

I a. _ ' celeb authors, pop stars - (be 

1HCB efifferences are beco mi ng nar- 

x . rower. If the quality that deter- 

Nmetes 

Ktoti/ 1* abilhy to generate pubfidty, the 

UldJlU. uh^ing field is more even, as the 

i . S(»ce Girls are now proving in 

flhpQ 9 America. If they do hn Number 

One m the charts with Wtmnabe, 
wrsman Q wWcfa now looks likely, they will 

. W l lcLUj d have done <nm^>hmg that aej- 

ii <i titer JEHur nor Oasis have yet 

c el e br ity iBtta^IaaiHXpr(mil,bat 

v I suspea (hat it would have : 

tryriA nlip been nnpossfole. had the pori- 

CXcLLU DUC tions been reversed, for the 

i Duke <rf York to have earned ; 

SpeaKS money as fast as his former 

~ wife. Hxs gender would have 

English 

gnage Ferris an Angfo-Amer- 
kan prodncL She is an Anglo 
but behaves like an American. 
That Dot only gains access to themuch bigger 
market, bat also is a springboard for exports 
to the rest of the wodd. The world buys Amer- 
ican popular culture (and to a much lesser 
extent, British caltuie) in a way that America 
and Britam do not btxy,say, French, German 
or Japanese cahnre. Some of us maty have seen 
the odd Hench ex' Italian film in the last year 
or maybe read the odd non-En glish book in 
t ranslatio n But with the occasional exception 
the sales are tiny. EagKsb-languagc culture is 
a one-way street. 

Had-ftrgie been Japanese or Norwegian, 
she' would not have been able to export her 
drills so readDy. The EngKsh-fangnage base is 
absolutely cruoal to her success. 

Finally, Fergie is a fascinating example of the 
importance of entrepreneurship. She hasn’t 
made this money by working in a muftmatianal 
or as a lawyer, bfobody has employed 

her. It is pure ea ttef g en eu rfihrp : seeing an 
opportunity to sell a service and developing the 
service to fit the market. Go back 20 years and 
it would have been unthinkable. Nobody told 
her to do iL We seem again to have become a 
nation of go-gBtlezs. So the wfairiwind £5m, or 
whatever h turns out to be, teDs ns something 
remarkable about Fergie, but it also says 
something remarkable about the way money 
is increasingly earned in the world. 


Nanny may not know 
best, but she’s cheap 


N o one needs 

medal qualifica- 
tions u> become a 
parent yet follow- 
ing the'death of a 

nine-month-old American baby 
at the hands of British au pair 
Louise Woodward, everyone is 


by Suzanne Moore 


to care for children. 

This story is a tragedy for all 
concerned. An inexperienced 
18-year-old loses her patience 
with a crying baby in her care 
and shakes him. He dies as a 
result of a “intracranial haem- 
orrhage” and she now faces a 
murder charge. Her father flies 
out to Boston and fails to raise 
the S10O000 bail money, while 
her traumatised mother rils in 
shock, telling reporters “I can't 
imagine bow his parents must 
feet I have already lost my 
daughter- but I have at least got 
the hope of getting her back." 

How could this have hap- 
pened? Everyone wbo has left 
a child in the care of a child- 
minder, au pair, or baby-sitter 
-that is, most of os -will sleep 
less easily. Everyone is relating 
stories of dodgy nannies and 
irresponsible au pairs, of young 
women like Louise Woodward 
who we can see in retrospect 
were ill-equipped to care for 
infants. Checklists have been 
provided for prospective 
employees so that wc might ask 
the right questions, get' the 
right references, make sure 
they have the right qualifica- 
tions before we leave them in 
sole charge of oar off spring. 

Au pairs are often employed 
on the basis of a letter alone. No 
meeting takes place until they 
turn up with their rucksack. I 
once asked a prospective au 
pair if she liked children. She 
replied “No". When Tasked her 
if there was anything that she 
wanted to ask me, she said: 
“Can you get me a boyfriend?” 

AD this advice however, may 
help relieve our anxiety but it 
won’t change the basic reality- 
that we want those who look 
alter our children to be highly 
skilled, yet we don’t want to pay 
them much money to do it Our 
children may be precious but 
we leave them in the care of 
those who get paid far less 
than any proposed minim um 
wage. This is a c at ch-22.' if child 
care became more expensive, 
many women could simply not 
afford to work in the first place. 
It is working women, who as we 
know are already under attack 
from all sides, whose guilt and 
fear will be played upon by the 
Louse Woodward story. 

Yet the couple who employed 
this giri were high earners. Sunil 
Happen is an anaesthesjologist, 
his wife Deborah an ophlhal- 
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It takes a case like the New York au pair 
tragedy to remind us of the value of good 
child care. But are we prepared to pay for it? 


mofogjst. For all tbeir "ologies”, 
like many in their situation they 
must have decided to spend 
only a small proportion of their 
income on child care. This is not 
unusual but it reflects our con- 
tradictory expectations about 
what it takes and what it costs 
to look after snail children. 

The assumption is that young 
women will be able to look after 
babies merely an the grounds of 
their gender. Their experience 
may be limited to baby-silting, 
which often involves sitting m 
a house after the children have 
already gone to bed. We 
assume that girls wiD have had 


experience of looking after 
babies when clearly most have 
not. This may have been the 
case in the days of the extended 
family but not any more. 

The first baby I ever held was 
my own. We had been mvparcd 
for this at antenatal classes by 
bathing dolLs but this was about 
as much use as our preparation 
for childbirth, which involved a 
midwife pushing a tennis ball 
through a pretend uterus that 
was knitted out of navy blue 
wool “Sony," she said at the 
time, “1 ran out of pink”. 

The idea that one can be fully 
prepared for parenthood may 


be a myth hat we are on the 
whole deeply ambivalent about 
what caring for children is 
about. On the one hand it is 
entirely natural: anyone (except, 
it seems, men) can’do it, and, as 
it is common sense, it not given 
much status. Girls who do not 
achieve much academically are 
siphoned off as nurse iv nurses. 
Ou the other hand, ail social 
classes are bombarded with 
instructions on how to improve 
their parenting skills. 

Books are being published at 
a furious rate on huw to pro- 
duce “emotionally intelligent 
children”, on how to make 


them cleverer, more creative, 
more socially accomplished. 
Parenting is recognised as an 

arduous and complex task One 

sees hordes of exhausted par- 
ents trying to cram all their par- 
enting skUIs into half an hour at 
the end of a lung day. 

Things had obviously gone 
wrong in the family that Wood- 
ward was working for. The 
cliild who died also had a bul- 
ked arm that had been left 
unlteated. None of the three 
adults earing tor him appears to 
have noticed. Haywards 
friends and family have tallied 
to her support with tales ol Iter 
kindness. As sad as this ease is. 
we should he grateful that there 
are nut mure like it. Most child- 
minders and au pairs do a very 
good job for not much money 
and little thanks. The rise ot the 
domestic class means that ntuiy 
young women ate involved in 
what sometimes amounts to 
slave labour. 

Child care, like w» much else, 
h.is become almost entirely pri- 
vatised. Each mother struggles 
to find someone suitable to look 
alter her children that she eon 
afford to pay. then worries that 
they are not good enough, and 
R never sure » hat goes on when 
she is not there. In nurseries at 
least there are other adults 
around. If one worker becomes 
frustrated there are others to 
take a turn. Good day-care is 
good for children, but' even so 
we regard it with suspicion. 

A Scandinavian friend of 
mine, who did her childcare 
training in Denmark, was 
encouraged to believe that she 
was preparing for one of the 
most important professions - 
helping to bring up the next 
generation. In Britain she was 
stunned to find that working 
with children was considered a 
menial job with had pay. The 
care of small children is still a 
predominantly’ female profes- 
sion, underwritten by the idea 
that because women are look- 
ing after children it's not actu- 
ally a real Job at all. 

It takes something going 
wrong to remind us how valu- 
able a job it is. And wc have to 
deride w hether we want to pay 
Ihe price. The prioritising o'f 
education is meaningless with- 
out decent and subsidised nurs- 
ery provision and that provision 
raiist start way befmv the age 
of four. Many women will con- 
tinue to manage as they do now 
by swapping child care with 
friends and family. This costs 
nothing and is often preferable 
to u deregulated market which 
dictates that child care can be 
done on the cheap. We can't be 
surprised that sometimes you 
gel what you pay for. 



censure for BSE? 


No less than six agricultural ministers did too little, too late, says Nicholas Schoon 


CALL FREE TODAY FOR 

FREE CALLS FOR LIFE 


A S the CXOSS hairs in 

Labour’s rifle sights 
settle cut the fedora’d 
head of Douglas Hogg, it is 
tim e once more to attempt a 
ready reckoning. What has the 
BSE crisis cost us? How could 
it have been avoided? 

It was the embattled agri- 
culture minister himself who 
boasted about the awesome 
scale of those costs last week, 
in a coolly received speech to 
the general meeting of 
the National farmers Union. 

The- Government had com- 
mitted £3 .3 bn on BSE- re Haled 

expenditure, “equivalent to 2p 

on income tax”, he said. The 
figure includes money spent 
over the past II months of 
full-blown crisis, and money 
which will be spent over the 
next three years. 

But Mr Hogg did not men- 
tion several other, equally 
charged figures— the 15 deaths 
so for put down to new variant 
Creutzfeldt-Jakob Disease 
(CJD), the cruel and lethal 
brain affliction that the Gov- 
ernment’s scientific advisers 
ascribe to eating BSE-contam- 
inated beef. 

. No one has. kept count of 
how many forms and abattoir 
have been bankrupted There is 

no precise figure for farm sui- 
cides related to the BSE crisis, 
although coroners have been 
hearing that the uncertainty 
and hardship engendered drove 

faimers 3 ^^ themselves. 

And there are other, much 
vaguer but perhaps even larger, 
costs. Historians may one day 
mark the summer of 1996, with 
the beef crisis and.tbe £U-ten> 
pered Florence summit, as the 
time ' When Britain's rel ations 


with the EU soured decisively. 

And what nf the cattle them . 

selves? Od dairy cows used to be 
slaughtered to make low-grade 
beef products, fike bmgera and 
pies. New more thm one nuDxrn 
of them have been turned into 
great piles of dost tinder the 
“Over Thirty Month Scheme”. 
Rendered-down meat and bone 
meal, and great vats of molten 
fat or . tallow are stored in ware- 
houses around the country. 

• These materials can’t be 
dumped in landfill sites because 
they contain tiny quantities of 
prion protein, the mysterious, 
extraordinarily robust mole- 
cule that has caused life epi- 
denric. The Government issifll 
trying to work out how to burn 
the Stuff- 

Some 500,000 baby male 
calves, just a few days old, have 

also been slaughtered because 
the European Union ban on 
British beef exports wiped out 
the market to ihenL They tsed 
to be exported to ihe Conti- 
nent, to be confined in veal 
ccates for a short life before 
slaughter, a practice that led to 
mass protests at places fike 
Brightiingsea. Now they are 
slaughtered even younger and 
farmers are compensated for 
each purposeless death. 

At the moment, the best 
guess must be that we are at the 
beginning of the end of the cri- 
sis- Hopefolhr, the number of 
hew variant CJD cases will run 
into a few dozen a year at most, 
rather than hundreds or thou- 
sands. But this is still only a 
hope, not a likeShpod, and no 
scientist ^vho knows what <he or 
be is talking about would dream 
of making a precise esti m a t e. 

British, fernrting and British 
meat have dearly survived the 



w m 


An infected cow k taken away for incineration Brian Harris 


European ban and the damage 
to public confidence in pretty 
good shmie, thanks to huge 
dollops of taxpayer subsidy. As 
Mr Hogg told fanners last 
week, prices in livestock mar- 
kets have largely iwxivered and 
household consumption of die 
best beef cuts is now almost 
back at its pre-crisis levels. 
With the Government bdat- 
edfr implementing^ to selective 
rail of cattle, the only unful- 
filled promise from the Flo- 
rence EU summit, the condi- 
tions are theoretically in place 
fcn: rife rest of Europe to Hr ih& 


export ban. But this won’t hap- 
pen for months if not years, 
because continental politicians 
know their voters would never 
stand for it. 

‘ But at least Britain is belat- 
edly completing iispan of the 
Florence bargain. This cull will 
kfil a further 100,000 or so cat- 
tle, in addition to the 1.2 mil- 
lion slaughtered under the 
Over Th irt y Month Scheme. 
Ministry of Agriculture vets 
are now scouring Britain’s 
farm*, selecting older surviving 
cattle that once belonged to 
herds where other animals 


came down with BSE 

These are, essentially, confi- 
dence-building moves. They 
will kill a few older cattle that 
would have come down with 
BSE but will do vety little, if 
anything, lo protect human 
health because there is already 
a ban on meat from cattle over 
30 months old going into the 
human food chain. 

With the clarity of hindsight, 
we can all see that again and 
again government did too little, 
too late over the last lOyears - 
and six agriculture ministers - 
since Ministry scientists first 
diagnosed the new disease in 
cattle. It gave too much weight 

to the immediate worries of 
farmers and the food industry, 
and ii downplayed fears, so as 
not to scare consumers. If only 
they had publicised their wor- 
ries, some people who have 
since contracted new variant 
CJD from eating infected meat 
might have avoided doing so 
and be alive today. 

Perhaps its biggest failure, in 
a time or deregulation and 
declining state intervention, 
was not to enforce the succes- 
sive regulations it decreed to 
stop BSE-contaminated prod- 
ucts being eaten by humans and 
cattle. Inis is the view of Pro- 
fessor John Pattison. Dean of 
University College. London 
Medical School and chairman of 
the Government’s leading advi- 
sory committee on BSE. "The 
principles of what wc did have 
been correct. The enforcement 
left something to be desired.” 

Bui even if everything that 
the scientists advising the Gov- 
ernment had recommended 
had been implemented ruth- 
lessly, there might well have 
been some new variant CJD 


deaths in humans. It may well 
be that the fatal doses of prion 
protein were taken in hy 
humans nearly 10 years ago. 
during the earliest period of the 
BSE epidemic in cattle. 

Of course il could has c been 
avoided if the original sin of 
feeding ground-up cattle and 
sheep remains to cattle hud 
never been allowed; these days, 
it is banned for cows and all 
other animals. But the practice 
dates back decades and was 
□ever questioned by a public 
who. by and laige, did not want 
to know the grisly details of how 
they got their mass-produced 
food. It was a pracuee which 
happened in several other 
countries as well as Britain. 
The mysleiy, still unsolved, is 
why it led to such a large epi- 
demic only here. 

Mr Hogg is fair game and 
Labour's decision to gun for 
him on Monday is understand- 
able, reasonable, realistic. Of 
course it's nothing personal; the 
man himself is a mere cypher 
for the Government's overall 
failure in tackling the crisis - 
the long, slow build-up to the 
announcement of the CJD link 
last March and the hurricane 
that has Mown ever since. He is 
inclined to bumptiousness in 
public, and it was unwise of him 
to refuse to attend ihe Euro- 
pean Parliament's inquiry into 
the crisis. But his real offence 
is lo have been the Govern- 
ment's front man when things 
went really wrong. 

Labour, however, ought in 
pray that it is never challenged 
by a crisis which is so far-reacb- 
ing. challenging and as bewil- 
deringly complex as BSE. 
Frankly, any government would 
he found warning. 
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Talk of £1.3bn bid by Williams key to leap in Chubb shares 


Tom Stevenson 

City Editor 


Williams Holdings was Iasi 
night tipped to launch a £1 Jbn 
recommended offer for locks 
and alarms group Chubb today, 
five years after it made an un- 
successful £700m bid for the 
company's former parent RacaL 
Expectations of a bid from the 
conglomerate, whose own se- 
curity arm owns the Yale brand. 


sent Chubb's shares soaring. 
Chubb provoked intense spec- 
ulation yesterday when it sated 
a statement saying it was in talks 
that might lead to an offer be- 
ing made for the company at up 
to 450p a share but refused to 
name the bidder. In the market 
the shares closed 79p higher at 
420p, their highest level for 
three years. 

Analysts said a bid for the 
company was not unexpected 


following disappointing recent 
results and speculation imme- 
diately focused on a handful of 
potential buyers including Reo- 


tokil Initial IngersoU-Rand, 
Tyco and Republic Industries. 


After strong profits growth fol- 
lowing Chubb's demerger from 
'Racal in 1991, the company had 
recently failed to live tip to ear- 
lier expectations. 

One analyst said the sale was 
another example of chairman 


Sir Ernest Harrison’s focus on 
creating shareholder value. Fob 
lowing the successful demerger 
of Vodafone in the late 1980s 
from Racal; Sir Ernest had 
spun off Chubb and facta nari 
David Peacodc as chief execu- 
tive with a remit to cut costs. 
Now that process was largely 
complete, a disposal of the 
company was the logical next 
stem, the analyst added. 

* Chubb, with sales of about 


£lbn, has an attractive share of 
the estimated £25bn world- 
wide market for electronic and 
physical security. It has faced 
difficulties, however, in moving 
from the relatively low-growth 
markets of the developed 
economies torsions with more 
exciting growth prospects such 
as China, where the security 
business is starting more or 
less from scratch. 

W illiams has interests in the 


Ear East with its security and fire 
' :ntion operations, the two 


of its business it plans, to 
grow at the expense of its low- 


growth building materials divi- 
sion, the UK part of which it 
recently sold for £303ul 
A lthough analysts thought a 
bid from Williams would make 
strong commercial sense, some 
questioned whether it would 
want to make such a large ac- 
quisition after recent comments 


suggesting ft planned to spend 
about £5 00m on’ . infill 

purchases. Wiliams has also in- 
dicated it would not issue fur- 
ther new shares to finance its 

now, howev- 
er, was viewed as an oppor- 
tunistic time to make , a bid for 
a company which will not see 
the braefit of recent acquisitfons 
for up to twp years. . - 

Comment, page 21 


Discounts affair at Penguin deals another blow to conglomerate but Scardino insists she is getting to grips with problems 

US accounts 
scandal costs 


Pearson £100m 


Nigel Cope 


PCarson. the sprawling media 
conglomerate, yesterday re- 
vealed that it had fallen victim 
to a complex accounting scan- 
dal which will force the group 
to take a £100m charge against 
iis 1996 financial results. 

The irregularities centre on 
Penguin Books in America 
where a rogue individual in 
the accounts department bad 
been secretly giving unautho- 
rised discounts to retailers in re- 
turn for early payment. 
Stretching back to 1991 the ir- 
regularities involved what Pear- 
son described as “an accounting 
web of breathtaking complexi- 
ty." It is thought that the irreg- 
ularities covered a significant 
proportion of Penguin USA's 
book sales 

Following heavy losses at 
Mindscape, the US software 
house acquired by Pearson in 
1994, the Penguin problems 
cast fresh doubts on Pearson’s 
ability to run businesses in 
America. Analysts said the 
scandal would also make Pear- 
son more vulnerable to a break- 
up bid as predators seek to 
unlock the value of its dis- 
parate interests which range 
from Lazards. the merchant 
bank, to Madame Tussauds. 

- “The more they [Pearson] dis- 

appoint. the more people expect 
‘ someone to bid or them,” said 
Anthony de Uimnaga, media 
analyst at Panmurc Gordon. 

After sharp falls following the 
announcement. Pearson shares 
recovered to dose 14p lower at 
749J5p supported by takeover 
speculation. 


The scandal is a huge blow to 
Marjorie Scardino, who only 
joined Pearson as chief executive 
last month. Yesterday, she 
stressed that the scandal did not 
affect the underlying profitabil- 
ity of Pearson ana that the 
prompt action by new manage- 
ment showed that Pearson was 
getting to gripswith the problems. 

“This is still a strong compa- 
ny and I have been very im- 
pressed with the quality of the 
management in most of the di- 
visions,” she said. 

The accounting scandal arose 
at Penguin USA’s accounting 
functions in Bergenfield, New 
Jersey. Pearson c laims one per- 
son involved in the accounts re- 
ceivable division started offering 
discounts to retailers in 1991 in 
return for early payment The 
discounts averaged 5-7 per cent 

The employee was not at se- 
nior level nor paid a high salary. 
Though bonuses were payable 
Pearson claim there was no fi- 
nancial motive for the employ- 
ee’s action. It says the individual 
thought their job was to ensure 
prompt payment from customers 
and that success in this area 
would be welcomed by bosses. 

Rumours had been circulat- 
ing in the book trade that Pen- 
guin's US profits may have 
been overstated. “In recent 
years it has surprised many in 
the industry the way Penguin in 
the US has been able to fulfil 
very demanding financial targets 
from Pearson,’' sard a senior fig- 
ure in the book trade who has 
dealt with the publisher. 

Pearson said that the complex 
environment of a publishing 
house, where huge numbers of 


invoices were circulated, made 
it relatively easy for a deter- 
mined indnidual to deceive 
management and the auditors. 

“This person was very sophis- 
ticated at moving s ums of mon- 
ey around the system,” Pearson 
said. One indukiy expert said 
Penguin’s problem was not like- 
ly to affect the UK division, 
where operations were tighter. 

The scandal was uncovered 
by Michael Lynton,. who took 
over as chairman and chfaf ex- 
ecutive in January having re- 
placed Bs ter Mayer who retired. 
He discovered the irregularities 
when varying terms of trade 
with retailers emerged follow- 
ing the merger of Penguin USA 
with Putnam Berkley in 1995. 

Pearson says the accounting 
practices were stopped imme- 
diately on. discovery and have 
not been taking place at any 
other Penguin businesses out- 
side the US or at Putnam. 

“Those found responsible 
have been and will be appro- 
priately- dealt with,” Pearson 
said yesterday. The individual 
responsible for the scandal was 
fired earlier this month. The 
company did not say if it would 
press for fraud charges. 

Legal actum against the for- 
mer auditors Arthur Andersen 
is possible, though the company 
would not comment yesterday. 
Pearson has launched a foil 
investigation led by its lawyers 
and its recently appointed au- 
ditors, Price Waterhouse. 

It is possible that Penguin 
may be forced to make pay- 
ments to retailers who were not 
given discounts. 

Comment, page 21. 



Riding the storm: Despite the scandal Marjorie Scardino, Pearson’s new chief executive (pictured with ttie chairman 
Dennis Stevenson), said the conglomerate's underlying profits bfity would be unaffected Photograph: Peter Macdlarmid 


A success story in paperback 


Patrick Tooher - 


Penguin is more thanjust one of 
the most venerabtenmries in the 
book pub lishing woridHt is $n ; 
august institution — albeit one 
now tainted with the whftf of 
scandal 

Established in 1 935 to tesjjp ed- 
ucate the masses withsmmnce 
paperbacks of classics, Pshgoin 
has grown to become tiie&tgest 
consumer book publisher in the 
UK and number four in the US, 
with global sales of £3fi9tn and 
profits. of £33.6m in. 1995. It is 
also the leading publisher of chil- 
dren's books in tbe UK, using the 
famous Ladybird imprin t 

Yet its financial fortunes have 
always waxed and waned. 
Bought by Pearson in the late 


Sixties, Penguin was suffering 
heavy losses when Peter Mayer, 
a brafo American, took over as 
chief executive in 1979.- 

Mf Mayer wasted no dine in 
scrapping^PengnHfs •. famous 
orangebodk covers — the green 
ones for foriUens alspwenL'Ear 
ditipnalists were also shocked 
when he bought hardback im- 
prints such as Vfldng, Michael 
Joseph and Hamish Hamilton, 
bringing with them books such 
as ShMey Conran's Lace and 
Jane Fonda’s Work-Out. 

Mr Mayer was also a ruthless 
cost-cutter. In 1995 alone, 100 
staff in the London heariqnartm 
. were sacked, the managing di- 
rector was replaced, some au- 
thors threatened to leave and 
morale plummeted. “There was . 
some deal of fear about Mr May- 


er, "said a senior industry figure 
yesterday. “Questions were nev- 
er really asked.” 

- Mr Mayer was proud of the 
cultural changes he had: un- 
leashed. “Penguin;: has been, 
liberated,” -he boasted to Pub- , 
fishing News shottiy before an- 
ramnongbrisurprire decision to 
quit last year. “We can publish any 
land of book we want to.” 

Bathe was no barbarian at the 
gate, being: prepared to take 
risks for foe sake of literary 


freedom. Penguin published 
ishcbe’s The Satanic 


Salman Rushdie’s The Satanic 
Verses and, like foe author, Mr 
Mayerhas lived under an Islamic 
death sentence since 1989. - 
However, Penguin has strug- 
gled in foe UK over foe past 
couple of years from substantial 
destocking, the collapse of foe 


Net Book Agreement and big re- 
tailers discounting best sellers. 

But in foe US Penguin con- 
tinued to do better than its 
rivals, ostensibly thanks to a 
strongest of authors and m-, 
prims acquired in foelale 1980s. 

Yesterday’s unearthing of a 
£100m black hole in the ac- 
counts, blamed by Pearson on 
one middle-ranking employee, 
raises questions marks about 
how much of that performance 
was down to cooking the books. 

Mr Mayer’s successor, 
Michael Lynton. a 36-year-dd 
Harvard Business School grad- 
uate who ran foe Disney Audio 
Hollywood Pictures, recently 
described his new job as “a 
dream come true"”. Six weeks 
after taking over, it has turned 
into a nightmare. 


SFA bars 
Crook! 
from UK 



John WBkock 


David Crook, a former senior * 
trader with a merchant bank, ■ 
has been banned from doing ' 
investment business: by City , 
watchdogs for foe “grossly im- 
proper” transfer of *79,000 of 
. foe batik's money td_an assod- 
ate of hisin Zimbabwe. 

. - Mr Crook joined Henry Ans- 
bacher three years ago as a se- 
nior dealer in South' African 1 
government bonds ■ and gold 
shares. Yesterday he was ex- 
pelled from foe register of foe . 
Securities and Futures Au- 
thority (SEA), which will bar 
him from trading in the UK. He 
has aim been ordered to pay the , 
SFA costs of £8400. / 

An SFA tribunal found that 
Mr Crook had “consistently 
and repeatedly lied or resorted 
to half-truths" during inter- 
views with the. regulator about 
his bank accounts* . . 

Ansbacher isowne^lw South 
Africa's First rational Bank of 
Southern Africa and has been 
reprimanded, fined £20,000 and 



theSFAs 
Ansbacher Said: “No cdnuneoL” 

The SFA has handed defoOs 
of Mr Crook’s case to foe City 
of London Police- . The’ 
were unahle yesterday t 
firm whether or not 1" _ 
investigating Mr Crook.' 

A spokesman for foe SFA 
said yesterday: “I am not «ay- 
ing that orir case against Mr 
Crook revolved around 
to permanently deprive his em- 
ployer of the $70,000, but foe . 
circumstances of tlwcaseTnito- . 
matically put it info foe. ‘notify 


police’ category ” 
MrQroofc,aSou!th 


1994. 

white foe manager i 
deal settlements was orrhbSday, 
Mr Crook made a payment of • 
$70,0(X)lw pretending foat these . 
were- funds heeded by-ti new - 
trading account opened by Ani- 
bather with another furor. : . J 

The SE\says:*Tn’iad nb such 
account existed, and foe-'pJiy- 
ment was realty an unaufooified . 
transfer of funds to an associate 1 
of Mr Crook in Zimbabwe.” ' - 
- When thd settlements man-_ : - 
ager returned from holiday fie 
realisedthmihispaymentljad: 
not been properly authorised. 

The SFA was told, about foe 
deal by the bank in June 1995; 
by which time Mr Crook bad 
been suspended. He-had also re- 
paid the $70,000 by borrowing 
foe money personally. He was 
later sacked for “gross 
misconduct”. 


Tesco cuts NatWest tie to link with Royal Bank 


Peter Rodgers 

Financial Editor 


A five-year financial services 
partnership between Tesco and 
NatWest agreed last summer 
broke up yesterday when the su- 
permarket glam announced 
plans to team up instead with the 
Royal Bank or Scotland. 

NatWest said it had refused 
to help Tesco expand further 
into retail banking and in- 
surance. a decision which is the 
clearest indication so far oF the 
extent of the threat from the 
supennarket chains to the big 
English high street bonks. 

Tosco s large store network 
could soon be competing head- 
on with NatWest s branches, 

but Rnyul Bank has a far smaller 
overlap with Tesco. 

It has only a 3-4 per cent 
hanking market share in Eng- 
land and Wales. 

Shortly afterwards. Lord 
MacLaurin. chairman of Tesco, 
resigned us a non-executive di- 
rector on the NatWest board be- 
cause of the potential conflict of 
interest, and David Reid, foe 


deputy chairman of Tesco, quit 
his non-cxEcutive directorship of 
the insurance group Legal & 
General. Tesco will sell life in- 
surance through its new joint 
venture with Royal Bank, which 
owns the telephone insurance 
company Direct Line and also 
has a strategic partnership with 
Scottish Widows, a competitor 
of L&G. 

Derek Wanless. NatWest 
chief executive, said Tesco’s 


NatWest is to bring all its in- 


term savings businesses under 
one umbrella, with the formation 
of a new grouping to be called 
NatWest Wealth Management- 
Tile business w£D have funds of 
£60bn under management and 
will be run by Paul Myners, 
chairman of Gartmoxe, the fimd 
management firm taken over by 
NatWest. Tbe business will in- 
clude Gartmore, NatWest Life 
& Investment Services, as well 
as NatWest's UK life assurance, 
pensions and investment arms 
and NatWest Ventures, which 
provides private equity capital- 


plans conflicted with NatWest’s 
own retail banking strategy. 

It emerged that NatWest may 
make a claim against Tbsco for 
foe cost of pulling out of foe five- 
year contract to manage foe 
pioneering Tbsco Clubcard, 
which pays interest on credit bal- 
ances and has a low charge to 
borrowers. The Clubcard 
sparked foe war among super- 
markets to enter financial 
services. 

NatWsst said foe intention 

had been to work with Tesco over 
foe five years of foe contract to 
develop new card-based prod- 
ucts, but “what they came to us 
with was akin to full retail bank- 
ing and that did not fit with us”. 

NatWest added: “We will 
have to sit down with Tesco to 
thrash itcum There is a con tract 


and they have given indications 
today that it will be broken.” 



Tesco said it offered NatWest 
the opportunity to continue as 
its banking partner but the of- 
fer was defined. NatWest re- 
fused to rule out a claim against 
Tesco for foe cost of winding 
down foe Clubcard service. 


Clubby: Terry Leary (left) of Tescaand Dr George Mathewson of RBS Photograph: Jason Bye 


which employs a separate pro- 
cessing unit and a number of 

to service foe 9 mill fan dubcard 
customers. The problem for 


NatWest was that Tesco decid- 
ed to go well beyond plastic card 
products by developing a wide 
range of services including a pi- 
lot project for an in-store bank 


later' this year. The first -big 
lautich will be a 'tesco credit 


card. The joint venture may ap- 
ply for a banking licence. 

Comment, page 21 
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windfelltax 
on British Gas 


Chris Godsmarfc 

Bus ness Correspondent 


into an unlikely alliance with 
British Gas on foe issue. How- 


Clare Spottiswoode, foe gas 
industry regulator^ yesterday 
sagnailed her dear opposition to 
attempts by Labour to impose 
its planned windfall utility tax 
on British Gas. 

Responding to plans by Gor- 
don Brown, the shadow chan- 
cellor, to levy a broad tax on 
“the excess profits of priva- 
tised utilities”, MsSpottiswoode 
doubted whether foe principle 
behmdtlBelevycouMl^apjteid 
to British Gas. She explained: 
“IF I was going to do my job 
properly then there won’t be any 
excess profits. If there aren't go- 
ing to 6e any excess profits then 
it would be difficult to justify a 
windfall tax.” 

She araied foe price controls 
p la nn ed for foe group's pipeline 
ousiness, TransCo, which would 
cut about £30 off average hills - 
front April, were designed to 
eliminate any excess earnings. 
British Gas has taken its battle 
against the price regime to foe 
Monopolies and Meigeis Com-, 
mission. 

Ms Spottiswoode pointed out 
that current shareholders in. 
foe company were not neces- ■ 
sarily the same ones who had 
made excess profits on foe rise 
in foe share price since private 
sation. Last year small investors, 
or “Sids”, saw British Gas's . 
share price dive by a third, 
wiping out a large chunk of the 
excess gains, as foe City took 
night at foe TransCo price pro- 


ever they could damage her re- 
lations with Labour in the 
run-up to the election.'" " 

In a separate move she con-, 
firmed her intention to publish 
several British Gas documents 
to try to provoke the company 
into a court battle over the dk‘* 
closure of internal inform*- ‘ 
tion. She. dismissed British 


Gas’s argument that -much of 
foe data it submits to Olgas, her 


department, could affect its 
sh^ price ft fr was mauite pub- 

tic v .■ 


Her comments yesterday 
were the most outspoken yet by 
a regulator against foe windfall 
tax and bring Ms Spottiswoode 


ed the law ... Alotdf foe't._. 
plaints British; Gas has atimF 
confidentiality are bogus;” Ms 
Spottiswoode said. . • 
Ofgasalso disclosed thaflo- 
dependent ’gas ’supply^ 
nies operating in triais 'of 
domestic competition in foe 
south of England had agreed to 

ancwvohmteiy code of conduct 
after allegations of dubious 
sates tactics. .. : . 

Ms Spottiswoode. said : '^~ 
British Gas’s .rivals would-be ; . 
joining the' Direct Selling 
sodatiori, a body recognised Ify , 
the Office of f^liadmg: r 
The Gas ConsoincisGooiKil; 
had wanted Ofaas to make the 
code legally enforosable- nstfe" 
its license conditions. Ms Spot- 
tiswbode said foe wonld-’^sefr ■ 
ousfy consider'* such a move, biX- 
only ff foe. selling ’problems 
were riot sorted Oul 
. Ofy^j^eriW.reteased.aS; 
annual report showing' com- 
plaintsagaiiist British had , 
tripted.last year to 9^7- Ais^ 
Spottiswoode said crimplamts 
had levetied off but ritere 
fromover 1 *. 
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Penguin opens a new chapter in rogue traders 


I t is not just investment banks that fall prev 
these days to the antics of oat-of-control 
rogue traders, or so it would seem- Quite a 
number of inchisiiial and service companies 
have been lafo tow bythe rotten apple em- 
ployee, too. Bill why d : d it seem so inevitable 
that the first media company to be a 

laughing stock of in this way would be poor 
old accident-prone Pearson? 

The first firm of defence when confronted 
wkh the sjckcnmg discovery of a wrong ’tin 

within your midst is to da™ » jwf it could 


COMMENT 


To fell victim even to 

a fraud as apparently 
motiveless as this one 
. is to demonstrate 
serious failings, in 
organisational struc- 
ture and control. In 
Pearson's case, it 
seems to confirm aH 
the market’s worst r 
suspicions of sloppy 
and unprofessional 
management* 


MrC^*C» 
and repeatedly liedonS 
lo half-truths- dum* : 

views w^th the reSj 

his hank accounts. 
.^sKtchc-ris^, 
Afruxi s First Nation^; 
Southern Africa ^ 
rcpnmandol birtijW 
! squired to pay costs off- 
! UieSFAsaid.Aspot^ji 
.Ai^^Tsaid-Nomi! 

The SFA has haatyt 
ot Mr Crook's case tofei 
nl London Police. 
wro unable ycua^ 
firm w hether or not ^ 
invcMigating MrCrod' 
A spokesman for hi 
said Wslcnlay: “1 am an 
ing that our case ap*i 
Cronk revoked aroujc 
U> pi-miauenilvdcfritefe 
plover of the STiunife 
oivumManeev ot the ok 
mniicalh put it imoihtt 
pobvV - category." 

Mr C'n k 4C a South Afej 
lionnl. jiiinidAnstaduil 
1W4. The folkwine.fe 
while the manager nit 
deal M.*itlcmeni*KSOok£ 
Mi C n>ok nwdeapK 
$7l l.i m h l Kl- prciendhigthE 
'were lunik needed In: 
trailing .leeotmt npeodta 
haekei with another m 
flic hF\ says “Infacii! 
actuiint existed, and fc: 
luiiit Ma- realh an irae^ 
irunsfet “I lumbwai® 
ol Mr i rook in Ziml^k 
When the scllkinn*: 
agei i et or ued from fc* 
realised that this pa** 
not K i n pn 'pcrly an® 

I he SI A iva-itoU*: 
deal In tile bank in Jir 
In which time Mi jj 
hi.cn Mispenifcdiw®" 
paid Jla .S"lMW'hjwr 
the iiwnei pewnuj * 
later '. 

iniwnfidiici . 1 


Morgan GreufeD used fins excuse and U was 
agpin being liberally applied yesterday by 
Pearson. If this family unbelievable, 
there's always tins convenient Hole fall-back 
Hue - that die wrongdoer was devrr, manip- 
ul ative, devious and covered his trades weJL 

fTarthenriMe, Pearson claims, to the world 
of book publishing & is easy to hide antics 
of dais son. But i f whai Pearson is trying to 
say hoe is that Penguin is a <J |3^<wiv>|y: and 
poorly organised environmeni in which this 
Kind of thing tends to go by unnoticed, it 
doesn’t seem to help its cause much either. 

Ah well, if all else fads there are always 
the auditors to htame. Quite a few nods were 
being made in that direction yesterday too. 
though this is always a poor cacuse when the 
main duly of care when booking sales lies 
with directors. 

As in aO these cases, there can in the end 
be no mitigation here. To fad victim even to 
a fraud as apparently motiveless as this one 


; is to demonstrate serious failings in organ- 
i isahonal aructure and control. In Pearson's 
| case, it seems to confirm all the stock mar- 
! kei's worst suspicions of sloppy and onpio* 
■ fessional management. Coming so soon 
] after the Mindscape fiasco, it surety would 
j have drawn blood had the okt regime still 
i been in place. 

: As ft s, Pearson has already cleaned out 

i the stables. There's a new team at the top, 

; none of whom can really be blamed for tHi* , 

and new auditors too. If Marjorie Scardico 
acts as tough as she talks, then a wind of 
c h ange will shortly be sweeping through this 
sleepy old organisation; the neglect and sen- 
timentality that allowed thk and other dis- 
asters to happen will soon be a thing of the 
past, Bui s she going to get the chance? 
There surely couldn’t be a better time than 
this for that long-rumoured break-up bid. 
Some investors are going to be saying 
enough is enough, management changes 
notwiths tanding. 

Chubb fattened 
up for the kill 

■pven for someone as we 1 1 versed in sharc- 
JLZtholder value as Sir Emest Harrison, to- 
day's expected £I-3bn bid for Chubb is 
something of a coup. Not satisfied with spin- 
ning irfl fast \bdafonc and then Chubb from 
Racal, his sprawling electronics empire, he 
has now given shareholders another slice of 


value just as the lodes and safes business was 
running out of steam. 

When Chubb emerged from Racal it was 
flabby and undermanaged, grist to the mill 
for Ernie's hatchet -wielding lieutenant 
David Peacock, who set about the cost-base 
with gusto. No surprise that the shares 
should double during 1993 as he unlocked 
the company's well-hidden potential. 

Since then, however, it has been downhill 
all the way as a talent for swinging the axe 
had to be replaced by a flair for top-line 
growth. The efcaroxiic and physical security 
market is huge, worth on some estimates 
£25bn a year, but in many developed mar- 
kets it is also stagnant. In a handful of Far 
Eastern markets it is growing fast from 
scratch, but Chubb has straggled to capture 
those sales. 

Chubb has had to work bard to shed its 
staid image and judging few its flagging rat- 
ing it has by and large faded. Profits from 
locks and safes have sagged as weak Euro- 
pean economies and the moribund Aus- 
tralian construction market took their toll. 
Even the sexier closed circuit TVs and 
alarms sector have struggled to generate 1 
double-digit growth. After disappointing i 
interim figures before Christmas analysts j 
have been taking the zed pen to forecasts, i 

So securing a hid at a premium of almost 
50 per cent tu the shares' recent low repre- j 
seals a real coup, even if delayed growth j 
from recent Australian acquisitions means • 
the price is less attractive than it might i 


I immediately appear. Adding in the £750m 
! that the rump Racal business is now worth, 
a total of more than £2bn compares pretry 
j favourably with ihe £7(*)m Williams almrra 
i got away with paying five years ago. 

| Managements are usually pilloried for 
overpaying for assets, but this case shows the 
dangers of being too parsimonious. If 
Chubb's laiest suitor really is WiHiams ooce 
acuity ft paying a heavy price for its tight 
fists in 1991, when it was wideh thought dial 
a final tweak to its offer would have wort the 
day. 

How Tesco played 
the wrong card 

I t is all very well for a hank to help a su- 
permarket develop plastic payment and 
credit cards, a bread and butter processing 
service that can be done under anyone's 
brand name. Bui it seems to be quite a dif- 
ferent story if a supermarket strays mto bank- 
ing heartland, by setting up branches in irs 
stores and eventually applying for a hank- 
ing license. This is what tipped NaiWesi into 
withdrawing its co-operation from Tesco. 
whose phcwanenalh’ sjcccssful Quhcanl ser- 
vice thie bank had helped build up. 

Prompted by Sainsburys decision to set 
up a bank jointly owned with Bank of Scut- 
land, Tesco is now thinking of doing exactly 
the same itself, in a game of financial ser- 
vices leapfrog with its dosest rival.' Tesco will 


nut he applying for a banking licence, yet. 
there is little: doubt about where its plans are 
leading. 

Even if Nat West had been more eivoper- 
ativc.it is hard to fault the decision by Tesco 
to switch to Royal Bank, which like Bank of 
Scotland has such a small share of the Eng- 
lish and Welsh markets that the conflict of 
interest is insubslanlial. As part uf a stream- 
lining of retail banking services. NaiWesi 
Yesterday announced it wuukl be sticking its 

fund management, private banking and life 
insurance operation* into a single unit. In 
pan, these move* are a response to tougher 
competition of exactly the sort that Sains- 
hurv and Tesco are bringing to the banking 
market. 

So it would have been a nonsense to con- 
tinue the relationship. Indeed, eyebrows 
were raised when it was first ant* winced, 
though at the time few realised what a threat 
the supermarkets might become to the 
hanks. "What neither side has yet admitted, 
however, is the likclihoixl that this will he u 
zero sum game. Banking is not a market- 
place that will expand easily as new entrants 
arrive. The main impaci ot the stiperm.ir- 
kets. therefore, will prohahh be to reduce 
the profitability of the banking market. 
There could be a quite vicious price war and 
smaller players will find it hard to survive. 
No wonder Lord Mac! auiin was made to 
feel so uncomfortable in his position mi the 
Nat West board. He's about to lake a knife 
to the banks soft under hclly. 


Jump in 
inflation 
puts Clarke 
on the spot 


Kane Coyle . . 

Economics Editor 

Kenneth Clarke, Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, suffered a 
fresh embarrassment yesterday 
when official figures showed an 
miexpected jump in die head- 
line rate of inflation. 

The news followed hard on 
the heels of the Bank of Eng- 
land ’s prediction, . earlier tins 

truss the GowCTmerit’s'target. 

The Chancellor rushed to 
deflect '.-attention from the 
disappointing figures to a re-, 
port on the British economy 
from a friendlier source, the 
European Commission. "The. 

Co mmiss ion hi g hli g hts the 
Government's economic poli- 
cies as the reasons for the 
stable and sustainable recov- 
ery of the UK economy," Mr 
Clarke said. 

A Treasury statement picked 
out a paragraph in the EU re- 
port which said the Govern- 
ment could achieve the target 
of underlying inflation below 
SL5 per cent by the end of the 
current parliament. 

However, the Chancellor 
forgot to mention the report's 
next paragraph, which wants of 
the danger of the economy 
overheating. “This may re- 
quire a tightening of monetary 
policy,” it continued. 

City experts were certainly 
disappointed with the inflation 
figures, even though they 
showed the biggest one-month 


drop in the price of clothing 
and shoes smee 1947, when 
Christian Dior introduced his 
revolutionary New Look. 

Most economists still ex- 
pect the target inflation mea- 
sure to fall, below the key 25 
per cent level during the next 
three months, but to start in- 
creasing subsequently. 

Jonathan Lcynes, UK econ- 
omist at HSBC Markets, said: 
“TJtis was a, setback for J£r 
Clarke." But hie said’ ‘better 
news in the pipeline over the 
next few months would allow 
the Chancellor to avoid having 
to raise borrowing costs ahead 
of the general ejection. 

Indeed, the Chancellor had 
been informed about the in- 
flation figures on Tbesday af- 
ternoon, well before he 
announced on the day of the 
Bank's Inflation Report that he 
saw no need for higher inter- 
est rates. 

Retail price inflation rose to 
28 per cent in January from 25 
per cent in December, with 
most of the increase doe to a 
rise in mortgage rates during 
the month compared with a de- 
cline the previous January. 
The target measure, which ex- 
cludes mortgage intere^ pay- 
ments, was unchanged at 3.1 
percent, rather than declining 
as expected. 

There was a record-breaking 
fall in the price of shoes and 
clothing, down 5.8 percent in 
January. It was the biggest 
drop since figures began in 
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Return to the past: laniara Backadth (left) moitelHnga TNorama” oocktafl dress for the 50th aunivarsafy of ntor 1 * New InoicJmtuaiysawthebiffiMtdropbipriQasofclottiM 
and shoes sinee 1947, when the New Look waa launched. But the price of tod»y , » fiw l ik i n» («x«iipfllled by Helena Chrtsttai»eo)h««t n paM te d >e ve>i>oldin the part 50 yw 



1947. Although the price of 
clothes has risen nearly seven- 
fold during the past half cen- 
tury, their level is the same now 
as a year ago. 

The price of . household 
goods also fdl sharply. The 3.6 
per cent decline was the 


biggest since 1956. But offset- 
ting these drops in prices on 
the high street, there were in- 
creases in non-seasonal food 
prices, car insurance, second- 
hand cars and a variety of 
services. 

“Service sector inflation has 


at last responded to the 
stronger demand of the last 
year or two," said Simon 
Briscoe at Nikko. 

■ Adam Cole at brokers 
James Cape] said the figures 
strongly supported the Gov- 
ernor of the Bank of England 


in his call for higher borrow- 
ing costs. 

The Chancellor, however, 
insisted that his views and the 
Governor's were very dose. 
"The Governor of the Bank 
and myself are entirely agreed 
that there is only a small dif- 


ference of judgment between 
us - one quarter of one per 
cent. He thinks I pul a little too 
much emphasis on the present 
strength of sterling and 1 think 
he puls a liltlc less emphasis 
on the strength of sterling,” Mr 
Clarke told MPs yesterday. 


The Social Chapter has not 
scared British businesses from 
investing on the Continent. 
New research shows that UK 
investment in the European 
Union (EU) has overtaken in- 
vestment in the US for the first 
time, writes Diane Coyle. 

There is also no evidence that 
the cost advantage of produc- 
tion in the UK rather titan on 
the Continent is slowing down 
foreign investment by British 
manufacturers. 

In the five years to 1990. new 
investment by UK companies in 
the EU was £3l6bn, up from 
£20.6bn in the previous five 
years and from the tiny amounts 
m the early 1980s, according to 
a report published today by the 
National Institute of Economic 
and Social Research. 

Investment in the US was far 
higher, at £46bn, in 1986-90, but 
fell behind, to only £26.7bn, in 
the latest five years. There is 
some evidence that companies 
diverted their investment plans 
from the US to the Continent. 

The value of total British 
investment in Europe has sim- 
ilarly pulled ahead, rising to 
£71 bn in 1995, compared with 
investments worth £66.7bn in 
North America. The figures 
highlight how much UK com- 
panies have at stake if staying 
out of the single currency 
marginalises Britain in future. 

The reason for this drift to- 
wards Europe is the single mar- 
ket programme, according to 
author Nigel Pain. The single 
market has raised the value of 
UK business assets in the EU 
by a third. The impact has been 
most pronounced in financial 
services, which would help ex- 
plain why the Gty of London 
tends to favour Britain joining 
the single European currency. 


Flexible workforces needed in Europe 


The European Orngrussfon and 


Economic Co-ope ratio n and 
Development (OECD) both 
joined the call for further de- 
regulation in European labour 
markets yesterday, as they re- 
leased upbeat assessments of 
the prospects for growth in 
Europe in the next few years. 

In its annual economic report 

the European Commission went 

further tl® ;; before yesterday in 
c a llin g on European Union 
(EU) gove rnm ents to embrace 
worker flexibility as the key to 
casting off the rnffta rme of per- 
sistently hi g h nnemptoyroenL 
Meanwhile, the OECD’s an- 
nual survey of the Bench econ- 

!J .1 . .tl.. L 


Amid Upbeat assessments for growth, the OECD and Brussels have 
focused on deregulation. Katherine Butler and Yvette Cooper report 


and greater use of vohmtaxy 
part-time work. Employers’ 
contributions at the lower end 
of the scale should be lowered 
with any revenue loss offset by 
taxes on pollution or other 
e n v ir o nm ental levies. A Com- 
mission spokesman stressed, 
however; that the choke of 
measures remained strictly for 
natkmalgownnnents to decide. 

Sticking to the upbeat growth 


The Commission also wanted 
that one-off accounting tricks 
cmi^oyedbysomegqvermnents 
to help their economies meet 
the e nt ry criteria for EMU 
would not be enough to create 


was likely to rise above 25 per 
cent in the next few years, un- 
employment would remain high 
without further structural re- 
form.. It also predicted that on 
current policies Erance would 
not meet the Maastricht aite- 
riafor joining a angkonreiKy. 

The European Commission 
stops short of advocating the 
American economic model 
which for “social and political 
reasons'' could not, it says, be 
emulated m Europe. The US 
approach to job creation had 
caused a "significant” drop in 
real wage income for the low 
skilled, the reponsaid. Never- 


last November, the c ommissi on 
anticipates steady growth in 
1997 despite growing concern 
over the ability of Germany - 
where unemployment has 
reached post-mr records - to 
meet the EMU deficit criterion. 
Butfocrtportcoocedesqoestian 
marks overbndgetaiy consoli- 
dation in many, member States, 
could tarnish the rosy picture. 


which membership demands. 
“The main risk to the broadly 
favourable outlook would seem 
to reade in the possible emer- 
gence of doubts on the deter- 
mination of governments to 
accomplish the process of bud- 
getary consolidation,” ft 'said. 
Eurostat, -the EUs statistical 
watchdog, will give its verdict 
next week on the acceptability 
of a range of measures taken to 
help number states such as 
Uaty beconfefojradTOmeinbeis 
of the euro in 1999. Rome 
could be warned that its “Euro- 
tax" is an inappropriate weapon 


towards a sustainable low bud- 
get deficit. 

The report praises Britain’s 
economic performance: the 
Commission says the UK is ex- 
periencing “a recovery of longer 
duration than in the rest of the 
EU”. Debt has risen as a per- 
centage of GDP but consoli- 
dation of the public finances has 
helped slow (he increase and it 
is expected to peak at 57 per 
cent in 1997. This just below the 
60 per cent maximum stipulat- 


ed under the EMU qualifying 
rules. Britain's public deficit has 
already been forecast by the 
Commssion to be 35 per cent 
of GDP in 1997 but the report 
admits this (fid not take account 
of the latest cuts in government 
expenditure and new measures 
to combat tax evasion and 
fraud- The government expects 


cent of GDP tins year but the 

wlctiwr this roll be 
The OECD forecasts that 
France will just miss the Maas- 
tricht deficit criteria. Its annual 
report on the French economy 
predicts go ve rn me n t borrowing 
m 1997 of 3.2 per cent How- 
ever, the OECD say the Maas- 
tricht criteria are "within 
reach". Government bonomng 
is forecast to fell to 3 per cent 
of GDP by 1998. The French 
^manemhasfixaienncfflfinaJ 


1997, which wifl mean serious 
cuts in real teens. That, com- 
bined with social security re- 
forms and the sizeaNe payment 
into the government coffers 
from France Tklecom, is twing- 
ing the deficit steadity down. 


Primary Government spending as a % of GDP 


Standardised unemployment rates 

s 


The report said, “Even if, as 
foreseen by the OECD’s pro- 
jection, there is some deficit slip- 
page, there should be room to 
take the measures needed to 
bang it back on track. In the ab- 
sence of additional measures, 
further p rogress in fiscal con- 
solidation will be slow.” 

After two years of economic 
slowdown, the French economy 
is now expected to pick up. The 
OECD said: “The sharp fall in 
interest rates ance late 1995 and 
an improving international en- 
vironment should set the stage : 

for stronger growth in coming 
years.” Tight monetary policy - 
as the French government kept 
interest rates high so that the 
franc shadowed the mark - at 
the same time es fiscal consol- 
idation and a slowdown else- 
where in Europe put pressure 
on the French economy. How- 
ever, the repan predicts that the 
French economy should now 
grow by 25 per cent this year 
and 2.6 per cent next year. 

The OECD points out that 


-pra gmarir snlntinng” inchldtfff 
-below T i ii nrnim n wages for- the 
low skilled, for young people or 
the long-term unemployed, 
more flexibility mworkmg time 



72 74 78 


OECD 

(average) 




France has made progress in re- 
forming fts labour market, it be- 
lieves that more could still be 
done. Unemployment stands 
at a record 12.7 per cent. The 
OECD forecast that unem- 
ployment wiQ remain around 
125 percent this year, and will 
fall to 12.1 percent in 199S. 

The report also points out 
that much of the proroem is due 
to rising unemployment among 
the unskilled -a problem faced 
by a li European economies in- 
cluding Britain. 


Notice is hereby given that Woolwich Building 
Society, Register No 6H3B whose principal office is 
at Corporate Headqujrrert, Wading Street. 
Bcxlcyhcath, Kent. DAO 7RR desires to transfer its 
business to Woolwich pic. and that the society has 
applied to she Building Societies Commission to 
confirm the transfer. 

Any interested party may . make written 
representations to the Commission and/or give 
notice of intention to make oral representations to 
the Commission with respect to the application. 
Written representations and notices of intention to 
make oral representations should he received by the 
Commission at Victory House. 30-34 Kingsway, 
London WC2B f>ES by 17ch March 1997. Oral 
representations will he heard by the Commission on 
16th April 1997 at a time and place to be 
determined by die Commission. 


WOOLWICH 

BUILDING S O C I £ T r— - 

Principal Office: Corporate Headquarters. 
Wailing Street, Bexleyheath, Kent DAb 7RR 
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Shell set to explore brave new world C&G to cut back 


Shell tracked the market faithfully 
during the recession but it shrugged off 
the wider gloom in 1994 and has been 


The Investment Column 


widening the gap ever since. Better- 
than expected full-year figures yester- 
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day lifted the shares another 27 Jp to 
l,089p, fully justifying outgoing chair- 
man John Jennings's decision to give 
shareholders a two-for-one scrip to 
lower the price. 

Often criticised in the past for be- 
ing slow to react to a fast-changing 
world. Shell has actually rewarded 
patient shareholders well over the 
years. Investors wbo bought 10 years 
ago, just before the crash, and held on, 
have seen their capital grow threefold. 
Reinvesting the steadily growing divi- 
dends over that period would have led 
to a six-fold appreciation. 

Yesterday s 30 per cent rise in net in- 
come to £5.7bn, a record, underlined 
the benefits of diversified groups such 
as BP and ShelL In a year when the oil 
price rose steadily to well above its av- 
erage trading range over the past 15 
years, buoyant returns from exploration 
and production (up 74 per cent to 
£32bn) were more than enough to off- 
set a slump in chemicals profits (down 
30 per cent to £762m) and an indif- 
ferent refining and marketing perfor- 
mance (2 per cem better at £1.75bn 
before exceptional® ). 

The upstream arm benefited from 
the price of Brent crude rising to its 
highest levels since the Gulf war spike 
in 1990/91. Shell has an unmatched 
spread of exploration prospects world- 
wide and is cutting the cost of extracting 
oil along with the best in the industry. 

It is elsewhere in the business, how- 
ever. that Shell's future performance 
will be decided. Refining margins have 
been underpressure around the world 
for so long that inadequate returns are 
becoming the norm. In chemicals, that 
is the case in spades, and the challenge 
is relentlessly to cut costs and to churn 
the portfolio away from the basket case 
products where oversupply and weak 
demand mean there is no hope of ever 
getting a sensible margin. 

Marketing, the lion's share of the 
downstream operation, is the real 
problem area, with deregulation in pre- 
viously protected markets such as 
Japan' causing havoc as old retail 
boundaries break down. In the brave 
new world of supermarkets selling 
petrol and oil companies peddling 
forecourt groceries, it will require 
nimbler feet than Shell has shown in 
the past to come out on top. 

Shell's $123bn cash pile puts the 
company in an enviable position ahead 
of what the company forecasts to be a 


posure to the other damaging down- 
stream cycles. 

Shell will never set the investment 
pulse racing, but as a steady, core hold- 
ing in an extremely well-run, reliable 
company, it is unbeatable. 


from Wilis’s Lloyd's members’ agency. 
The £l4.5m profit co mmiss ion for the 


Willis Corroon 
currency woes 


Insurance brokers such as Willis Cor- 
roon have had little going for them over 
the past five years as rates have been 
driven relentlessly lower. The shares 
have been in steady retreat since peak- 
ing at 492p in 1986. Over the past five 
years alone they have lost 45 per cent 
of their value, dropping another 6 3p 
to 133pyesterday as current woes were 
piled on top of the continuing gloom 
about insurance rates. 

At first sight, the market’s reaction 
looked churlish, given that pre-tax 
profits, up from £50.2m to £9 1.6m in 
the 12 months to December, came in 
ahead of expectations. The comparison 
was flattered by last year’s net excep- 
tional hit of £30ra, mainly for extra pro- 
visions to cover the group’s withdrawal 
from certain UK underwriting opera- 
tions. Equally, the rise in operating 
profits from continuing businesses 
from £79.4m to £S7.8m was helped by 
what is likely to prove a one-off boost 


The £14 .5m profit co mmiss ion for the 
1993 year of account, a bumper one for 
n?mes, is the first for several years and 
Willis is warning that current estimates 
are that 1994 commissions will be 
around half the previous year’s level. 

Looking past these swings and 
roundabouts, the group ts doing hs best 
to manage its way through the storms 
which continue to swirl around the 
broking industry. The figures included 
a further £1 l_3m severance burden as 
employee numbers, 11.500 two years 
ago, fell another 11 per cent U> 9,116. 


Even with 70 per cent of this year’s 
revenues sold forward, the cuneacyim- 
pact of the pound at current rates could 
be £6m to £7m. Meanwhile, rates 
continue to fell NatWest has raised its 
profits forecast to £94m for this year, 
putting the shares on a modest fotwand 
p/e of 10. Yielding 6.2 per cent, (hey 
are well supported, but investors hop- 
ing for a bid may be disappointed. Un- 
attractive. 


as 


lending increases 


lagnus Grfmond 


Bensons bags a 
return to profit 


They are probably the minimum re- 
quired in a business operating in a mar- 


ket which saw premium rates foil 
another 10 per cent or so last year. In 
view of that, Willis did well to raise bro- 
kerage and foe revenues in the con- 
tinuing business by 3 per cent to 
£683m. 

The picture is even better in most 
in dividual business sectors. Wills en- 
joyed a 4 per cent rise in reinsurance 
brokerage last year, a 2 per cent in- 
crease in speciality businesses like 
marine and aerospace and growth of 
6 per cent in so-called “retail” lines sold 
to companies in the UK and 3 percent 
in Norm American retail 

With no debt, the group is well po- 
sitioned to attack the maturity or its 
markets by buying some of its smaller 
competitors, but it still has a big hill 
to climb. 
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Sadly, Bensons Crisps' record as an 
innovator in the snack market has not 
been matched by its financial perfor- 
mance. The tiny Lancashire-based 
company has won feme beyond its size 
for such classics as hedgehog-flavoured 
and jacket crisps, many of which have 
been copied by its deeper-pocketed 
brethereo. Such novelties dia not pre- 
vent the group coining to the brink of 
collapse in 1994 after being hammered 
in a supermarket price war. Bat after 
a £4. 6m rescue cash call at 16p a share 
two years ago, new management has 
wrestled the group on to an even keeL 

Yesterday’s return to the black after 
two years of losses cxdy served to under- 
line the transformation. Pre-tax profits 
leapt to a record £2.03m in the year to 
November, up from losses of £747,000, 
producing earnings per share of 4p. The 
final dividend of 0-75p makes a lp total 
for the year, the first year since 1993 
that shareholders have been blessed 
with any payment 

The good news prompted a 5p rise 
in the shares to 403p yesterday, their 
best level for over two years. 

The figures reflect a rationalisation 
of the group's production facilities, 
which are now concentrated on a new 
£6.5m plant in Krtidiam, near Preston. 
The resulting increased production 
effiriencieshelped the £1.61m in- 
crease in turnover to £3 2.8m flow 
through to operating profits, which 
soared from £928,000 to £234m. The 
comparison was helped by a £933,000 
provision for a loss on a business sold, 
while interest charges fell. There should 
be more of that after gearing tumbled 
from 64 to 16 per cent during the year. 

The key question for Bensons, with 
just 6.5 percent of the crisps market, is 
whether it can avoid the pitfalls of the 


Cheltenham & Gloucester, the 
former building society now 
part of Lloyds TSB, called time 
on some of the more attractive 
deals available to borrowers 
yesterday as as it reported a 
near-doubling in its gross lend- 
ing last year. 

Andrew Longhurst, the for- 
mer chief executive who is to be- 
come chairman, said the flat 



the market, C&G is continuing 
to prosper. Repenting its fast 
full-year’s figures since -its 
£ 1 .8bn aaqmsition by Uayda in 
August .1995, the £roup' re- 
vealed a 92 per cent increase in ' 
gross advances to £6.74bn, 
boosted by the addition of 

T Irrarfc’ - 


Pre-tax profits lei 

cent to£ 336 ra io .19 


housing market meant compe- 
tition for remortgage business 
had been particularly vigorous 
over the past two years, result- 
ing in some offers to customers 
which were “dearly unsustain- 
able" in the longer term. 

“We are already seeing a re- 
turn to a more healthy situation 
and while competition will 
continue to be keen, margins in 
1997 are tending to widen." Big 
discounts and “cash-back” sch- 
emes are likely to be phased out 
by^inpeDfore, he^^^ted. 

providing low-cost, no-strings 
mortgages, has abandoned its 
own promise to undercut the big 
five housing lenders, on rates 
since the beginning of February. 

Mr Longhurst said the new 
commitment only to be “com- 
petitive” would have no signif- 


Andrew Longhurst: ' Soma 
offers were unsustainable 


icant effect on borrowers, 
although he conceded there 
was little sign of any real im- 
provement in the housing mar- 
ket: “You need to draw a very 
dear distinction between house 
prices going up and actual sales 
volume activity, actual sales in 
the market.” 

The market recorded the 
second-lowest level of transac- 
tion s for 20 years towards the 
end of 1996. “You are not look- 
ing at a very buoyant market in 
terms of transactions, as not 


many people are putting houses 
on the market,'’ be said. 


i the market,'’ be said. 

But despite the caution about 


£35m from Britannia 
in mutual benefits 


last year by Spidexman extruded snacks, 
have continued to do well and it is crank- 


sustained rise in oil and gas production 
of perhaps 7 per cent a year for the next 


of perhaps 7 percentayearforthe next 
five years, lb benefit folly from that it 
must beef up its spending on explo- 
ration and production capex, continue 
to explore partnerships such as the Tex- 
aco and Amoco alliances in North 
America and reduce the company’s ex- 
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mg up a new line at Kirkham to take 
control of afl its tortilla com chip pro- 
duction. That should add another string 
to its own-label portfolio, which already 
covers 59 per cent of its crisp sales. 

House brokers Feel Hunt reckon 
profits will rise, to £2.4m this year, 
putting the shares on a forward mul- 
tiple of 10. Reasonable value. 


Britannia Building Society yes- 
terday underscored its deter- 
mination to remain a mutual 
society by announcing a £35m 
distribution to its members 
under the Members' Loyalty 
Bonus Scheme, which was 
launched a year ago. 

John Heaps, chief executive, 
said: “Even allowing for the 
costs to cover the Loyalty Boons 
Scheme, special discount and 
associated costs, we have still 
managed to mafafariw our sol- 
vency ratio and the investment 
programme necessary to im- 
prove our service to members. 

“This is proo£ if any were 
needed, that the Members' Loy- 
alty Bonus Scheme is sustain- 


able and that Britannia has a 
sound future as a thriving, 
modem mutual." 

Members earn points de- 
pending on ti»e length and depth 
of their membership. This year; 
tire declared value of each point 
is 22p. Around 780JMM) people 
qualify for payments of up to 
£50; 217,000 qualify for up to 
£100; and 43,000 qualify for 
more. The highest payment is 
£500, and the average is £35. 

The payouts accompanied 
Britannia’s results for 1996, 
showing that a drop in interest 
receivable from £815m to 
£753m was almost canceDed out 
by a reduction in interest 
payable from £622m to £563m. 


by bad debt provisions dashed 
from £43.?m to £L1.2m as ar- / 
rears fell and rising hausepikes " 
an the level of negative equity. . 
Arrears are said still to be run- 
ning at below half the industry : 
average of around 1.6 per cem 
ofborrowers. ’ 

C&G is now daiming a 15.1 
per cent share of the market for 
net new mortgage lending after 
net advances soared from 
£l.62bn to £2.82bn last year. 

The group said it was taking 
twice the amount of new 
business that its “natural'’, 
market share would su^esc at ‘ 
toeendof toe year, its share of . 

thelfl^dt^nffrom^5^i9 

percent. 

Mr Longhurst said they had : 
delivered on the strategy laid 
out in the transfer document 
which members were asked to* 
vote on when Lloyds acqmredvSL< 
the business. 

“In the first year we have 
been able to double mortgage ' 
lending, double our natural 
market share and we have dri- 
ven down the cost-asset ratio.” 

But it has not been entirety 
painless: the group’s cost- 
income ratio crept up 1 pay; -; 
centage point to 33 per cent in 
1996. Mr longhurst blamed 
this on last years interest rate 
promise, cash “gifts” paid to 
new borrowers and the oedsioo 
not to charge them any initial 
set-up or other fees. - - - 

He said Lloyds TSB, whkh'f}^ 
repents hs 1996 p rofi tstoday, re- * ** 
mained “alert" to strategic ac- 
quisitions, but there was ' 
nothing on the stocks at the mo- 
ment. The group will see 
around 1,000 branches added 
this year, taking the total to 
some 3,000, after it starft sell- . - 
mg through TSB, BlacJ^Hofse 
Agencies and Uayds Property . 
Services outlets. . 


In Brief 
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•Retail sales in the US rebounded last month after a Decem- 
ber performance that was much weaker than originally estimated. 
Sales rose by 0.6 per cent in January, or 0.4 per cent excluding 
cars. But the increase for December was revised down by half to 
a modest 03 per cent These figures hinted at a slightly weaker 
pace of economic growth, bat the weekly figures for new jobless 
claims pointed in the opposite direction. They fell to 309,000 last 
week, the lowest number since July when job creation was pow- 
ering ahead, from 324,000 the week before. TTie financial mar- 
kets took the mix favourably, on balance. More significant figures, 
for industrial production and capacity use, are due today. 


rebuilds fund 
manager team 


Magnus Gtimond 
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• The Government's Paymaster agency is being sold to EDS/Hogg 
Robinson for £22.7m. The agency provides pensions and bank- 
ing-type sendees to the public sector. It has annual turnover in 
excess of £25m, administers 1.6 million public sector pensions, 
operates accounts with the Bank of England of 1.400 government 
departments, agencies and other public-sector organisations, and 
has comprehensive in-house information technology systems. 


. H; J t ' s not the end of the line. . . 


• West European, car registrations fell 29 per cent in January 
to 1,130,000, according to the Association des Construe teurs Eu- 
ropeans d’ Automobiles. Registrations in the 15 EU countries fell 
23 per cent to 1,099300, while those in Norway and Switzerland 
were down 163 per cent to 30300. The sharpest falls were a 33.7 
per cent drop in French registrations to 122300, a 263 per cent 
decline in Switzerland to 19,600, and a 9.7 per cent decrease to 
23,400 in Austria. There were sharp rises in Sweden of 28.4 per 
cent to 14,400, in Spain of 22.1 per cent to 68,600 and in Ireland 
of 20.7 per cent to 20,400. 


• Telewest Communications has appointed Stephen Davidson chief 
executive. He has been acting chief executive since August. Hie 
company has also appointed Charles Burdick as finance director. 


• BAA said its seven UK airports handled a total of 6.7 million 
passengers in January, an increase of 53 per cent on the same 
month last year. The company said the increase would have been 
6 per cent but for the effect of fog disruption at Loudon’s Heathrow, 
Gatwick and Stansted airports, which reduced the number of pas- 
sengers by about 30,000. All major markets saw growth in the 
month, with North Atlantic services growing by 12.2 per cent and 
other long haul routes up by 7.9 per cent. 
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• Lufthansa said its cargo operation and Scandinavian Airlines 
Systems Cargo are to co-ordinate freight, sales and marketing 
activities as part of a drive to cut costs. The companies, which 
already operate joint passenger flights, wfll share freight tech- 
nology services and work together on new products. 


| Ivory & Sime, the troubled Ed- 
inburgh investment manage- 
ment group, yesterday moved to 
repair some of the damage 
caused by last week’s ousting of 
managing director Colin Hook 
by announcing the recruitment 
of five senior fund managers. 

The new recruits wui fill 
some of the gaps created in the 
last two months by the depar- 
ture of seven executives, in- 
cluding two board members, 
which has prompted speculation 
that tie group is ripe to be taken 
over. 

But Sir David Kinloch, who 
was drafted in by Caledonia In- 
vestments, Ivory’s controlling 
shareholder, to replace Mr 
Hook, again firmly rebutted 
any suggestion that the group 
was for sale and suggested that 
morale was starting to improve. 
“1 would like to think thing; are 
much mhre stable here.” The 
group had not lost any of its 
funds under management since 
the latest upheavals came to 
light, he said. “I think clients are 
broadly happy. None have in- 
dicated they want to leave." 

The new team is headed tty 
Raymond Haines, a former 


head of investments- at HilLtfi^^S- 
Samuel Asset Management 

Also joining are Paul .Gal-., * T l 
loway, a refugee from GeneraT - 

Accident, which is moving its :?Sf 

fund management operation ,V5.. 

to London, Danika O’Neal, . — 
who is coming from Imtet- !j?£: 

ment Bank Austria to take up j 

a new role covering European “ 

smaller companies and Ray- « Ig? 

mond Abbott, coming backto -i 

Ivory after seven months with 
theRcyalBankofScotlandi.Tte' - 
fifth recruit George Purves, is ;1 vV; 

already in place as senior deale ^judf ; [ *3. 
after 30 years wito'Edmlnn^/?< j 5t! ; 
stockbrokers Bell Lawne 
White. 

Sir David said they were still ^21 

working on filling one ok tyro j; 
frirther gaps, but added:. “I. *■; 

think this is an indication we 
haven't been idle.'They had • ^ 
been working on reamtirig' ' {*££■•* 
people over the past five weeks. * f I - *-. 

“We had quite a lot of interest l 
but it would be wrong to say' 
people were beating a path to - Jf 
our door." . • . 

He refused to be drawn on ' j ; >*■ 

whether Ivory was looking for - : ■ j**,' <. 

a replacement at board kwdfor 
GordonNeflty. the fonnerbus- f,;v£ 

ness development director, wl® "■ J • 

left at the end of last year, 7 . 




- C i 


-wa-. 

V 


■'.v $ s .ar- 


2? ■“# 

- Si x , 


. : jn - 

;V »;•: ► 

■ .r, £ 


$ f"; 

*: »v » 


\ 


;v i'\ i!i 


I'fe skill. Awarded on merit. 


• Ckpyright Promotions has signed a contract for the Mr Men 
| characters with Playmates Toys of the US. Playmates Toys wiU 
develop a range of Mr Men and Little Miss toys in time for the 
first broadcasts of the Mr Men TV series in the US in the autumn. 



| • Macforlane Group (C l a n s m an) is buying Amalgamated Plas- 
[ tics, a maker of polyethylene film, for a maximum £73m. In the 
year to October, Amalgamated made profits of just under £500,000 
on sales of £21.1 7m. 


British Biotech 
finance boss quits 


: 'AT| 

k i 1 


Melius Grhmw d “James’smanageniectoftheac- 

o -rfun- . , . - counts has been exenmJaiy.” 

British Biotech, the UK’s lead- . The company was moving to 
^technology group, sur- a new stage of its devetopmait 
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I • C&ndover Investments, the venture capital company; sa i d the 
heady level of mergers and acquisitions in the UK could contin- 
ue over the nest five years. It said a survey of 50 of the UK's biggest 
companies, showed that 44 per cent planned to make an acqui- 
sition within the next year, and 76 per cent were likely to do so 
m the next five years. 


t :• 


t;;. 


NVQ 


Company Results 


TiiraowrE Pre-tax E B>$ 



IwmaBfMfD 
Beamm Citaw tri 
MnmnShlWff^ 
WWbCanawffl 

(FJ-Raal (Q-loMm 


15.Smp4Jm) 
32.8m (31 jm) 
583m (17Sm) 

■H 


iJBmjawm) 17.1p(15Jp) a3pg.loi 
(aTSn) 4p f ip) ip (ij) 
TlTtog-CEm) t3.13p (8.03ri 42p&7p) 
8t.&n f5&2m) 13p f7p? agpffiSai 


pnsed the Q'ty yesterday by 
announcing the sudden resig- 
nation of its finance director, 
James Noble, leaving behind po- 
tojitial option profits of around 
£2^5m. Shares in the group ini- 
tially fell 20p, before recover- 
ing to end 95p down at 239p. 

Mr Noble was a key figure in 
the group’s relations with both 
the Q’ty and the press and one 
shareholder suggrated yesferxhty 
he had been guilty of “over- 
egging" the story at times. But 
Keith McCullagh, chief execu- 
tive, said there had been no dis- 
satisfaction with Mr Noble. 


as it established new trading 
subsidiaries on the Cbptinent, - 
which would require tbe estab- . 
lishment of systems arid proce- 
dures to match. . . . A ' ! 

“James has been thinking 
whether he wants. to; help feke. ; ~ 
us forward as the next stage of 
his career and he has come to. 
die conclusion that he doesn't” 

Mr Noble, who arrived from . 

Heinwort Benson,, the mer-. 
chant bank, in 1996, is under- * 
stoodtobelooIangatamBnber j. ; 
of other op rinne, ' ?n p3ii tff^g|Qin- 
ing some young growing coni-' • - - 

panics. . v. 
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Footsie reaches new high in spite of election jitters 


E<jmties enjoyed another weB although there is a ssssri- 
record-bieaking session. draw- don the market could endure 
^eocouragexnexufroml*lew abootcfsumineniineblnes. 
York s outstanding overnight Another outbreak of take- 
display. Footsie stretched 22^ orerai^^.passMvduelothe 
points to 4327.L, topping last looming dection. is bdpingio 


MARKET REPORT 

DEREK PAIN 

stock 


trading group, gained 4.5p to 
270.5 p on Ktemwoit Benson 
support and BAA, rose dp to 

5i5p cm Lehman Bnvhers hey 
advice. Pearson was hit by the 

£100m provision. 


soon, jumped 25.5p to 883 -5p 
and CUfteeh rose !15p to 
671 Ax. SUM Diagnostic, afli 
awaiting trial results on its 
method of detecting heart dis- 
ease. gained another 45 jp to 


Taking Stock 


a Dealings In the shares of 
Bortonwood Brewery the 
Warrington group, continue 
10 baffle. There has been a 
steady stream of mull deals 
in the past few weeks, taking 
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For share dealing without the 
paperwork and commissions 
from £2.50 call 

The Share Centre - 0800 800008 

or view the internet www.share.co.uk 

The Share Centre LhL, is regulated by The SFA. 


35^5 

11 


WM sss ajrs? 

a 40 ®a » n 

I s ! « 4 

03 ■ Bin 40 m l 


MM cm w nrnSU 


m 




w ^ S% 

ss I; 

II 




9> B 

S% 5S% 

77% 

nft £ 

V 5% 
SO ». 
w fl% 

S% n% 

5C ■ 


s ?% 

■L M 

Ufa 

aa. as. 

*r 

Sk.3 


psiilf 

*'» *.*' 


RgtSISUgt: 

K% art ApMaMXB’i • 


^ - * 

1 o% .'i 

•w. « a 

88. *3% « *1 

«> ■ b a 

mt> . n sn 

ia% -i% a v 

303% » * JOB 

J4 : 

M » MIS 
■< trt M 300 
87. rt OB « 


fl% SB 8 ® 

I.9 88 *D 

i -e an 


« ■ BH 

87% • o« we 

*8% *%, ■ Nl 
aan + 1 % ar m 


«r> Tf) 38 3U 

art +• a 4» 
OB. 44% a BD 


a S47 

840 4B 
80 47V 

2» MB 
938 V% 


a*% a 
n% » 
m sar. 
a. a 
a*% tfl 

3*7 TO 

s Si 

s% * 

a 40 

«4 MV 

**? aK . 
» t»y 

■•O 3»V 

mb n 

944. J94. 

art « 
4B S3 


II 

5t3 

s s% 


44%.% 

C4J8W a an 

IFi . N *77 

sscjsi s s 

M® »■ 40 «■ 

7B *a * 


S’* i SS 
S% : SS 

W>«3% 32 SO 

' IS 


TO 77V 

aw 4>% 
a to. 
w» as% 

TO . TO'l 
SS B 

aa m% 
aa v 
€7 m 
a 5% 
to m 
sr a 
M, ® 
487% SO 
ID'i V 

a 

S0 14 

4 . 8 % 

* 8% 
an »v 

M 4 v 
4* a*% 

«B 338 
MO TO 
a 47 V 

a to 
a MS 


I Ml «l%.4'.- a 84 




WV ItlUB 

w% ftittor 
ns it bum 
WV ftCWOI 

n 

B1 1 " 1IWI 
4*% faBia 


34 

an 

m 

TO 

fa 

847 

TO 

484 

4% 

• 

V 

ft't 

m 

a 

414 

a'. 

as 

n* 

aa 

a 

9 

a 

a* 

«'• 

TO 

n’i 

on 

SOB 

mr 

277 

4* V 

3M 

vV 

a 

«WV 

2*7. 

WB 

Ml 

222 

NO 

HI 

387 

TO 

48 

MV 

m 

TO 

fl% 

ar. 

M7 

TO 

Vi 

art 

28 

23% 

■ 


a n n 
m w n 
u m m 


32 33 nc- 

32 MB 2580 
W M3 OJ8 
a 47 w 
• - 48 ® 

*m 43 % sa m aw 
ns i u w» 

•47V 23 94 W 

W 1 - M 20 4 HH 
» » 42 219 


ars • v is X43 
to » 8 ? to mui 
98) u II n 
TO, IS 4 MB 
«•'. 1'. a m 3M 
»'■ D UM 
TOli IV V 177 M 

« *1 SI 3 on 

Mi 4V 4ft a w 

tf. . h.3 

w*.3 n nxa 
Bl% O) M MB 4CSL- 
n% a a an «23i 


Ui 


aa . m 

TO'. 48 
MB 442V 81 
rav a 
Wi »*v a 
M6 ■ a 
•a t»v a 

087 7 v 

027 i >3V U 

a » h 

TO i-lV U 


.e nuts 
inir'% 



T*: 




r V.' : « 



» tafefc- i 


























































business 


FRIDAY 14 FEBRUARY 1997 ■ THE INDEPENDENT 





Still bleeding: Cor Boonstra (left) and the UK vice-president of Philips, Dudley Eustace, at the agm in Eindhoven, the Netherlands Photograph: Reuter 

Review plunges Philips in red 


The root-and-branch review 
of Philips Electronics by Cor 
Boonsira since he became 
president of the world's third- 
largesl electronics company 
last October has led to a fur- 
ther rise in already hefty re- 
structuring charges, resulting in 
a surprise loss for the fourth 
quarter of 1996. 

There was a mixed reaction 
among analysis to the addi- 
tional' action announced yes- 
terday by Philips to become 
more competitive against its 
two main Far Eastern rivals - 
Samsung and Sony - and to two 
top level departures from the 
management board. 

Some analysis believed the 
decision to increase restruc- 
turing charges from l.SSbn 
guilders to 2.57bn guilders 
(£S35m) should yield solid ben- 
efits next year, while others 
doubted whether it would be 
enough to resolve Lhe compa- 
ny's problems. The mixed views 


caused Philips 1 share price to 
bounce around between 76.5 
and 79.9 guilders after the an- 
nouncement. 

Peter Wortle, an analyst at 
Delta Lloyd Bank, said: "The 
figures were not as good as ex- 
pected. but not terribly disap- 
pointing. It is a good idea 
Philips is taking all the charges 
now ... 1997 wUI probably still 
be tough, but in 1998 the effects 
of all the restructuring should 
start working out." 

The restructuring charges - 
of which 725m guilders relat- 
ed to the troubled Grundig 
business in Germany -culmi- 
nated in the company booking 


a net loss of 590m guilders for 
the year, a stark contrast to the 
2.52bn guilders profit made in 
1995. And before the restruc- 
turing costs, the loss in the 
fourth quarter was 81m 
guilders as almost all of Philips' 
businesses recorded declines. 

Commenting on the results 
and on prospects, Mr Boonstra 
said 1996 was “disappointing" 
as sales rose just 6 per cent to 

I 69.2bn guilders and costs 
rose faster. In 1995, sales rose 

I I per cent. 

He said that positioning 
Philips for growth “cannot be 
done by cutting alone" and 
added that he would be ready 


to implement a growth strategy 
by year-end. 

He reiterated his policy of 
weeding out the company's 
under-performers and loss- 
makers. “While this process is 
not yet complete, it is on sched- 
ule, and we are rapidly dis- 
posing of activities that absorb 
profits, cash and management 
time." 

Dudley Eustace, Philips* 
chief financial officer, said 
Grundig cost the company 
about l.Zbn guilders in 1996, ex- 
clusive of operating losses. The 
Dutch electronics maker has set 
aside 600m guilders to buy it- 
self out of an agreement to bear 


De La Rue, the UK printing and security prod- 
ucts group, has signed a letter of intent to buy 
Philips Smart Cards & Systems, which Is owned 
by the Dutch Philips Electronics company 
In a statement, De La Rue said that it had been 
working together in the UK since June 1993 with 
PSCS, which is located in France. A joint ven- 
ture between the two combines De La Rue's mag- 


netic stripe card production and personalisation 
with PSCS's smart card technology. 

PSCS bas almost 300 employees, and in 1996 
the company bad turnover of around 100m 
guilders (£32.4m). Its smart cards are used in 
the hanking, telephony and pay television in- 
dustries. Financial details of the planned deal 
have yet to be announced. 


G run dig's losses and pay the 
founding family mist a yearly 
dividend, irrespective of re- 
sults. 

Beside severing ties with 
Grundig since becoming pres- 
ident, Mr Boonstra has dosed 
the Superdub International 
chain of video stores, dedded 
to sell the cable television busi- 
ness and to find a partner for 
the multi-media business. 

His strategy virtually 
opposes the vision of Jan Tim- 
mer, his predecessor, who yes- 
terday resigned from Philips' 
supervisory board -a move that 
analysts construed as a protest 
against Mr Boonstra’s actions. 

Mr Boonstra, however, dis- 
missed claims that the depar- 
ture of Frank Carruba, a 
management board member, 
that was also announced yes- : 
terday was a sign of top-level 
discord. He has agreed to con- 
tinue to work for Philips as a 
consultant. 


Some traders in the City % 
tried to write a ditty. . . 


How many words can you 
think of that rhyme with 
Durex? London International 
Group have launched a new 
web site targeted at the finan- 
cial community, and are hold- 
ing a limerick competition to 
celebrate. 

The LIG web site team 
have devised an on-line com- 
petition with a grand prize of 
a romantic weekend at Tyiney 
Hall in Hampshire for the 
lucky winner. 

To qualify, entrants have to 
invent a printable limerick 
using the brand names of ai 
least two of LIG's products. 
These include Durex, Sheik 
and Raineses (condoms), 
Marigold (waiting up 
gloves), and Mister Baby 
(health and beauty aids). 
There are other brands on 
the web site, whose address 
is: http://www.lig.coin. 

The web site also contains 
stuff about share prices and 
company developments. LIG 
already has a Durex web site. 

You have until 24 March to 
enter your ditties via the In- 
ternet, and the winner will be 
announced, appropriately 
enough, on April Fool's Day. 

Nick Hodges, chief execu- 
tive of LIG, says: “The suc- 
cess of our Durex site, which 
has bad over 6 milli on hits in 
12 months, has convinced us 
that the Net is already a veiy 
effective communications 
medium. 

“lhe new corporate site is 
interactive, animated and will 
be constantly updated, en- 
abling users to access news on 
the latest developments with- 
in the Group as well as a 
library of historic data." 

As for the limerick compe- 
tition, the only words I can 
think of so far which rhyme 
with Durex are hex. Lex and 
Beck’s. Good luck. 

It wasn't just the England 
football team that had a bad 
time on Wednesday. 

Ladbroke, which bas a link 
with Hilton Hotels, was busy 
preparing a press release on 
the SlObn hostile bid by 
Hilto n for hotels and casio 
group ITT in the US. 

Then a builder outside 


People & Business 



Nick Hodges: UG is targeting the financial community 


Ladbroke’s Watford head of- 
fice drilled through the main 
power line and scuppered the 
publication. 

Ladbroke’s misfortunes 
continued into the evening, 
when they were hosting the 
launch of a new spread bet- 
ting service in the City. Guest 
speakers included footballer 
Mick Channon and John 
Parrott, the snooker player, 
who were invited to give their 
wisdom on the England/Italy 
game, which was screened 
live for the guests. 

Predictably, the atmos- 
phere turned a bit fiat when 
Zola planted the ball in the 
back of England's onion bag. 

“We won’t be running one 
of these events again in a 
hurry," muttered a Ladbroke 
spokesman afterwords. 

This week has marked the 
return of Cameron Brown, 
the ex-Guinness Mahon 
director who steered the 
growth of Abaco Investments 
until it was bought by British 
& Commonwealth in 1988. 

Mr Brown is back in business 
with C&B Publishing. 

trading started on AIM 
last Friday. Placed at 1 lOp the 
shares moved to I65p on Fri- 
day and then up a further 15p 
on Monday. 

C&B Publishing is a hold- 
ing company for a group 
launched in 1989 by Mr 
Brown and Mark Collins, a 


id 

id< 

St 


scion of the Collins publish- 
ing clan, who was previously 
deputy chairman of Wekfcn- 
feld Publishers. 

C&B’s shareholders indude 
Paul Tierney, a director of 
VAL Corporation, parent of 
United Airlines and principal 
of US investment house Gol- 
lust, Tierney & Oliver. They 
also include Tim Razzaff, for- 
mer chief executive of solici- 
tors Frere Chohneley Bischoff 
and also national treasurer of 
the Liberal Democrats. 

What have Hampton Court 
Palace. Wormwood Scrubs 
and wallpaper maker Borden 
Decorative Products got in 
common? 

Their respective manage- 
ments have all taken part in 
the annual Venture business 
game held by the Bradford 
Management Centre. 

The business world's equiv- 
alent of fantasy football, it re- 
lies heavily on computer 
models of company life. Top 
hods meet every fortnight 
over six months to mull man- 
agement decisions for a virtu- 
al company. The winners this 
year will pick up £18,000 of 
Hewlett Packard equipment. 

If you fancy yourseu as a 
virtual Branson, contact: Ven- 
ture Competition, University 
of Bradford Management 
Centre, tel 01274 384416. 

John Willcock 


Foreign Exchange Rates 

Sterling Dollar 

Courtly Spot 1 month 3 norths Spot 

US 15231 10-8 31-28 1000 

Canada Z1940 54-49 164-156 13526 

Germany 2.7367 6961 203-193 16871 

Franca 03402 217-198 640008 55965 

Kafy 26809 25-40 45-67 16602 

Japan 20221 95-91 281-Z76 12466 

ECU 14067 21-18 66-61 1632 

Betgwm 56482 6-10 42-36 34820 

Danmark 10428222-177 655-558 64290 
Netherlands 30699 B2-» 340-226 18925 

Ireland 10264 5-1 610 15805 

Norway 10808 160-90 380-270 68630 

Spain 23179 S-5 31-13 14290 

Sweden C078 22O-16O 690-580 7.4087 

Switzerland 23565 85-78 239-226 14527 

Australia ■ 2.031 10-T6 625 13027 

Hong Kong 12570 93-52 MO-183 73590 

Malaysia 4036 0-0 00 24653 

New Zealand* 23321 64-71 65-68 14377 

Sam* Arabia 60836 04) 0-0 37505 

Singapore 20012 00 00 14187 
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Discount 250% 
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050% 

France 
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Discount 

500% 
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Intervention 3.15% 
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Fed Funds 

525% 
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250% 
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475% 
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Central 

300% 

Discount 75% 

Discount 500% 

6-Day Repo 600% 

Switzerland 
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100% 
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Disconit 325% 
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US 625% 
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775% 
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90% 

429 625% 

560 
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Money Market Rates 
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£ Buys 


Austraia(Dofaraj 

20630 

FhancefFrancs) 

89760 

New Zealand (Dotara) 

23195 

Austral SchSng*) 

181B00 

GwmanyPtata) 25870 
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63850 

Betgnm(Franc6) 
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Greeceffhachmefl 419000C 

| Ptrtjgal (Escudos) 26S3600 

Canada (Dollars) 

2.670 

Hong Kcnp(Da«anj) 12360 
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Energy 
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Industrial Metals 
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GREG WOOD 


Thcbnan^rEdofbettiagcra 
the Cheltenham Gold Cup 
proved' SHXprisingly resilient 
yesterday kr the fie' of riis- 
■ tnrtrin^ sews about both the 
fawwr tfg awrf MrmvLfyi^irjjp 
for next month’s race, imperi- 
al Cafl, 7-2tojrctaui the chasers' 
championship, wiU miss his in- 
tended prep, race tomorrow 
and go straight to Cheitenham, 
hut mat may be a mercy if the 
performance of Dorans Pride in 
his own pre-Festival race is any 
guide. Michael Hourigan’s 
chaser suffered a crashing fall 
alttesecoad4^mtheKmk)ch 
Brae Chase aiThories, but re- 
mams -a 9-2 chance to win the 
Gold Cbp in his nonce season. 

Dorans Pride had lalren the 
lead s even fences from home 
having jump e d soundly 
throughout yesterday’s race, 
and turned for home five 
lengths dear of Merry Gale and 
Royal Mounlbrowne, with an 
easy victory to match his start- 
ing price of 1-2 apparently as- 
sured. An extra stride at the 
penultimate fence gave Shane 
Broderick no chance, however, 
and allowed Merry Gale a nar- 
row and fortunate success at 9-4. 

Hourigsn had previously ex- 
pressed doubts as to whether 


Dorans Pride would be ready to' 
take on the best with so in tie 
chasing experience to call on, 
and remained undecided after 
yesterday’s events. “‘We won't be 

Gold Arprfbr a week or two. 1 ’ 
the trainer said. “He seems 
okay and 1 hope be is fine in die 
morning. Shane said he was 
travelling strongly when be pot 
down again rather than came up 
at the second last • 

■ "He got .away with doing 
that at the second-last ditch at 
Leopardstown last time, but 
not here. Someone remarked to 
me that the sun may have cast 
a shadow at the second-last 
and distracted the horse but 1 
am not to wishing to make 
what could be a ^Dy excase like 
that. They are there to be 
jumped and- Dorans Pride 

didn’t manage it this rime .” 

Imperial Cafl, meanwhile, 
will miss the Red Mills Chase 
at Gowran Park tomorrow, and 
■roll instead head for the defence 
of his chasing championship 
boasting the sort of form which 
an tdl?m wrestler might recog- 
nise - one Sail and a submission. 
The latter mishap was in the 
Hennessy Gold Cup at Leop- 
ardstown, when Imperial Call 
appeared to be cantaring cm the 
run to the third-last fence, only 
to drop away without the hmt 
of a struggle, and the results of 
a recent blood test imply that 
he is still off-colour. 

“His Mood picture is pot 100 
per cent right and there is some 
little tiring wrong,” Fergie 
Sutherland, his trainer, said 
yesterday. tfiJEl he needs is toget 
to Cheltenham fit, so what I 
have decided to do is send him 
to Thuries today and give him 
a spin after racing." 

Again, however, Sutherland's 
plans were frustrated. A mis- 
calculation over race-times -the 
trainer though! that raring start- 
ed an hour and'40 minutes be- 




fore il actually dkf - mram Thai 

Impend Call would have been 
gsDopiog in the evening gloom, 
and rim trainer decided to keep 
the horse at home. 

■ . Some mig h t s ay ihat with less 
than four weeks id go to the 
GoldQ^a'^akdi^wiioqg”' 
is a costradkthm in terms, and 
Imperial, Call's blood count 
nright coaceavafrfy indicate an 
infection to cony * rather than, 
as Sutherland seems to believe, 
one on the wane. In short, ft 
seems most unlikely that his 
Gold Cup odds will shrink ap- 
predably between now and 
race-day, so bets are ben post- 
poned until the exact situation 
becom e s dear. - 

After all, the speed with 
winch ante-post vouchers can be 
devalued was dearly demon- 
strated yesterday when Date 
Star, a 14-1 chance, was ruled 
out of this year's Champion 
Hurdle, and quite pos&ftriy the 
1998 renewal as wen, wfth a %■ 
ament problem. 

“He was scanned this morn- 
ing and he has got a slight sus- 
pensory strain,’' Malcolm 
Jefferson, his trainer, said. He 
will be out for the rest of the sea- 
son and we won’t hurry trim 
back as time is the greatest of 
all healers. It is a big blow for 
the lads and the yard.” 

The only certainty about this 

latest Festival scratching is that, 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 

NAP: CertaMy Strong 
(Sundown 2D0) 

NB: Dextra Dove 
(Sandown 345) 

as naming programmes pas the 
point of no return, it wiU not be 
the last Next Thursday, it will 
be the turn of Coome HflTssup- 
portere to wait anxiously for 
news as die (Newbury) Hen- 
nessy winner prepares for the 
Gold Cup in the Jim Ford 
Chase at wincanton. 

Walter Dennis, Coome HflTs 
trainer, has chosen this race in 
preference to both the Raring 
Post Chase at Kempton and the 
' Greenalls Grand National Tri- 
al _at Haydock. “Hopefuty 
they’ve had the rain there that 
we’ve had and that’s where 
we're aiming,” he said yesterday. 

From Dennis’s Cornwall 
yard, Wincanton wfll seem like 
a quick jaunt around the comer, 
but the arrangements wfll be 
rather more cosily when Mas- 
ter Oals leaves Kim Bailey’s 
yard to travel to the Ericsson 
Grand National Trial at Pira- 
chestown on Sunday. Bailey 
had planned to share the ex- 
pense with Charlie Brooks, 
whose Suny Bay was expected 
to contest the same event, but 
Suny Bays withdrawal has 
forced the trainer to opt for a 
£12,000 air ticket instead. For 
that sort of money, you can only 
hope that Master Oats wifl en- 
joy free peanuts and hot towels 
for the duration of the flight. 

CHEUSMAM COU> COP (33 March). 
MBtan Mfc 7-2 tapetaf CaB. 9-2 Dons 
fata, 7-1 Dsnoh, 8-1 Coome Hfl A ftAta 
Ryar, 9nl One Man, 14-1 AdAnffon Boy A 
MrMrA&n. 16-1 The Grey Morft, 20-1 bar. 
Coral; 4-1 Impertal Cal. 5-1 Doran* Pride. 
6-1 Coome HB A Danob. 8-1 DutCn FVar. 
10-1 One Mm. 12-1 The Gray Monk, 14-1 
Attneu) Boy. 16-1 Banjo. 20-1 bar. 
ladMK 7-2 Impnal CM, 4-1 Domna fate. 
SI DM06, 6-1 Dubfcn Ryer. frl Coorta HI 
A One Mm (tali a nn), 12-1 Mr MoBgan. 
The Gay Monlc A Mdf^in Boy. 14 1 bar. 


THE GREENCARD 
IS FREE, CAN 
SAVE YOU £££s 
AT THE RACES, 
GIVES YOU FREE 
BETS PLUS MUCH, 
MUCH MORE! 


vjreencard 


DON'T MISS I 
JOIN TODAY I 
ONLY IN 


V 


HYPERION 

3-30 QUEEN OF SPADES (nap) 34S Denver Bay 

200 Certainly Strang (nb) 4J5 PMattothometri 

235 The Captain's Wish 4S0 Shebang 

3L3jO Dantes Cavagar 

CCHSG; Phases- Gs«tt. HcriJcv- fimdtn Soft (Good m ptam)- 
■ fogfr-tand rrxirw: feno* along hack axmtfx, mun-inuf.lftW, 

■counc *DnA.Tn7 Jjr vratPnf tinj-Joa. -r l ) ijcrvav from London W* 

tortaoT afros cans*. ADUCS6JWL fhtb ilfi, Junta Club ■ 1C - Z*fM AM; liranrt- 
tanl A PtaWodciiL' fl jlurum jfo and **US membra); ftrt M. CAR PARK: U m 
Moobasi Otar lax J. irmaindcr tier. 


p LEAWNG TSAINRtS WITH X£ 1 XN£BS: J (afford — wtancnfnw. itf IU2QHTJ 
(Wta mass ratio of lti^tandataaioaSI lew! orate of il44d:M Pipe— lOw 
nos. BO imam, -S71S; O Starwood — S wunos. 44 muraa, 20 .Mb. -ftlitli 

J ™ — 8wfawa*.U4 namra. Ti ret. -ncs.rc 

■ttuwewwh.. ^ TT-rrinm rmiif. mim. nm ii. rnun dii 

-2aMBn^86«W^a3.R. 1 4142ttJ0Mrcea*-I# iABic»^ lMrtdm. ID.1V 
-44 bH:PH Ma— IDwBm.nntn. 12JW.-AM80. 

BU MgHt P WX8TTTM E: Vine . 

WDOffiUt IN TBE LAST SETTS DATS: IfiMer 044? |2 nti) an at jtnrtMnr oo Pain 
UNMNBT ANOB RTNKEIS: Lord ttanct llMXlltantaoi tn* 3lKt|)dlr*|q'J I A Chili- 
um taw <*ocbfa*l, Morbira(wrt«nd; «lt U. 1 D) mi Ml nkn. by Mn M UnHn 

tn— UapMc. OnrchwU . 

FCBCNAnONAL HLifT NOVICE HDRDLE (CLASS O) £AfiQQ 
L±=2XJ added 2n 110yds Paoatty Vakw £3£3S 

3 412122 BMWCPWW«(«lB)|taBIMiftVai»M)WTMM»Cfceirili._CUiiitaa 

2 - 5121 aura9MCaanUtMG>MonaTCaa«»U4 ' nfManii 

3 o reunoDtBn<itoJaMinMta)jaaM4 5iio pwi 

« 0 CHWUEBMMBtmiMKtawtflHKBUklSUO ktjraasfc 

5 om* HwoKwwcraypctavuieKawitaeua hmum* 

t TWMRiawnwUMtauNrtMmtSllO MOtataeM 

1 3-01(5 IW ajjjj MpaifJSwawitiMlwitaft -Pmfctan** 

b j- Bnmsmett«n(3MBEdnncEaB«nGU0 hmm 

9 oo TWiyiB«r»{p»m«t>»Bwjt)Bauo _ ****** 

JO i mnsamp9Ntt»jHroBtogKtai»jau)6iio ikapMOt 

U 02306 MlTWnniljgaMafeeMea ^caiW MairtPttwiehOmaglflB Sltata 

imta»4»aaaW l >a taa ,7-a w « aaa ^SA WHaad 'Bwi^»llrltaatay,3aAUw 
»fcawta, o-l Ota M a s t .ha e a. 14-1 IW ata n . 1S-1 M bir Ht mf. 2S-1 amm 

iHk S' Laonan « 11 D C uuta ll 2 s Shenmai li im 

FHwana 

QWEM OP MDB. a Bom bumppr wmer, haa wa maha and ahape la do waB <war fence* 
1M ha» Ibo dm wal awr iwSei, Mm« *" *"• •)«• on her jwnpaqt bow ■ Watharty 
m Nnamoar on nac aaemns nm and tauavnt Moond m both outno iinca - oehnd (he 
unbaawxMin4oai)taydM»«naH(A>w>mDrMHBMMy.Th(>SnreGtaBnwausa 73- 
dta i b(a w iiPMP»eaotTi*butataaMiahBtai OT ^a«ta^ Syla ii dMTb)ina.iticfliW 
<xBar mnnar m Via (aler. ftoi 8w mow if • dear wnia wflb Suwm Coda by a tengm and 

• quanr M Itapau M mntti. nnmx pnMouay Monad a wvtarvh (umar-vo n ma 

emu anwn B u ata ua m ShuSa wtn nacuM up) on h* huraMg bow m fonnsow. Ltaaiy 
Ca oa u wbar - wad w pad pyw ■ Taacetaer a» Daoambar but haa baaw unplacad w bow 
Aina Hioa mtt| hnl une «wn a 23-ta0h Mh *> SotantM Tbyne at Latfakf. rawer 
atfaM M a|MtaadMTiaiifvw«owhaMn<eitM»otaringo*tdcwfii)iH>aafKiahaBtansgia 
banaawaoorAMBfiiittai*tiuo«i N a>ai m l»e r HawwataMyotQuaanaaSciadBriDiWv 
tatnmL SafacQoK QUEEN Of SPADCS 

roTtfn SABRNAGOODWILI LOVE YOU HAM3ICAP CHASE 

(CLASS B) £9500 added 2m Penalty Value £8301 

1 23-3R1 UWOOKET micuiuan HUB JCftettn 7120 MMtmm 

2-ioQii-i cenMMysnoiG(xa}icc)[Nc*swttvDNdxaai7iiu awwi 

3 413121 rnnaiDrpxDitttiMwjMfUUUMi ombcq 

* 331224 SOBVITinUi SluttlGUoCcui 11 115 JD w oady 

-4dKtamd- 

SElin 46 OaiW^SbDi« 94 leaf Oocoet 7-3 maar 0«K 10-1 ItaMa l» 

ISM SoMmwten E ID 0 A P UdCo, 7-2 « Ebto*> 5 an 
FORM OWE 

An aaanatni C(a*h hem between Queen Mortar Champion Chata outatam lonl Oonet 
and caUMNUT 5TBONO. patanrae bHHbr On tanor, who B ■!» a Grand Anmnl an- 
bil tort Oomt dw wea as a now* n 1S954B. chafarc up a tatf-Mta, ndudng ueH- 
om m man and a tt w track. An earty caswBy hen « Decentaar after nnang thad id 


KonntaaKrgaecheftwtwr on isnitjrr. he aga-i uok m m«rp*acin|rwaeta«r* 
ax- 3; arc carne jprxl Jjprn a tn??’ at}^\C3nunruiBirMtMm 

■®- Hcwrver. ne normen cTHne^w b up So. putalt (wr on 32*. rrw Carartv 
Spang. a*ter men? vj* a year a *. baeauat rf a »raca.-«! ramon-sene. war awF c«.ne 
anc Obutko r*o wee>b ap> or? hat ■Mir* wnen 5fc wrcre m !ha ap#a and sroAdanng; 
3taBMawe9aaMaa! l taci!Mr*, now t po^« vw. MtatarOady, a nn iurn* a 
Me wnre nenfl over tne t«an, ns aor* r pm i’pt wPi a couBia (P wra «« a mc- 
ond xi batwean (rw- em aB w nto t?*! dm tut. wuti a 5* gcAdtj tar tap matt «a*- 
«.'! vc»i -TXaMbaUpfouflnsndiyiM- *>f cebanhasam^VPiGahanh SW(« 
thal don:'! see” encuSS*. SaAaataa: CtKIAPUr SUWMi 

|o oc! BADGER HDVRE CHASE (CLASS D) £5J»0 added 2m «f 
Lzrgriliflyds Penalty Wua 0.420 

1 313 SUNCBtfplJlDli^namfe'W^ - - -4Ua atat 

? SW1 AfVaM0UnSU£SAit.ad9U7 mmm 

3 f 3-230C BXDOrdS) ^icrtMtCawr* 4 Fk»c ' 11 3. _ 

« feme aamwcaanr jttgpr .■’•xatii ; — 

5 0M45 saraXJMCBI^HlbarTttaWitr Jiifbd :u 3 — PIHa 

G 414334 WEOHAMfS WWpii.lABi* Jaofaofi 11 3 A MM** 

7 ?ao® JtXPJCWMpS) Joor WctC jCMMA IQ U : tAapalfP 

-7HlMml- 

MlWWt 74 Artw MaM 11 T1t ta» b |.4-lIh*OpltataWib, WMMft. IH W jMi.lA-l 
M9fc Gooen taw 9 11 3 A P ifcCet S 3 ,k nranor 9 «p 


““ "* ~ ' " ' fOMAtWBC 

DDOHnaiCDAEea t*r ;*,-t mfl Ci!*w UaW ' 1 ^ 

>■ ... w (-T.MW a-c SW nr. (ho 

\orrr~. Hajr. 5M\ S-to- r.yi b can :rti «u. >' [ «Jl \_^ 

. .-j- - 1- •wn , awvuMi »w. ."fl wtjsi a uiiaiaw 

voUHHi ffMMy. w -Jr.-* tv*, am ««*** ^ ™ 

iiaiMi nit af i ?• Jic nars and -li 1 " Qai'. 3143 *® ® ** **** 

ZSmmVW am ’= t-tK rw rvnt H-" W TiAw. lrTOe „ c !? 8H . 

t mUO. taf a 1 -= f-Vff «» *•’ VKi ■* "***' iYaa rt M w ***•”" ^ 

“ “-T-aearr * rv ‘ fr.»: 3* : man Mntkt^i **n *>«« 

^ trim **7*1^' to* *> 


i.ptaoadnnsameMxyMaea^onanattnaitaAoMflsaaMatodaMaaiMaw^ jpillbit 


TpTEj CUT A MOUSE OAMMS HURDLE (CLASS F) WOO addad 
Lz="l an 110yds Pwaity VNmi £ 23* 

1 :rx JOC EMM SR '1ft |D» U » ' ant 3^' 'k* s « 

: c mas aTsom ’> :• ajr-w ^ »<*■£ i: ’ - c Ui - ir )T 

: aK» - — . Tr* 

r jp Nnianiiiwv t 'wu£.uvL<:jL. - • 

5 15*21 SmCVVMlXYltDA) “4nA MattMJT.UJ- ' WJ*. : 

5 XTXA IfP taJ O Uta gntrlta 0 9 -era M fl 7- - - ---- fl V,U ' 

CTlWl^B4ta»^7-2ltaM>Va>W.»t «MMi» * n |.lSlMataOf»ta<i> l «' " *«*»» , "d* 


and.ii^^^nshaMTbadbmnucn.piQlHMhauitMMfMxiwowMiM- Ewiie. M< 
ra» HOU fnata PRM too nranc w' mni 3*i My ■un i on , a naa mm * io 
Mote Board, m nor nw hwmt M hnt noe mkb ia« Aom but ateo ii w m *a 
. debut when aftouMcnnK tt <M0n m wcbxi « handcap comoar> ■ Tancaatar Sfmi tan 
Man ago m pom warn » pi b*o*» a— ana ox na aate a» am aw a nann a and 
im aaft tDan. Bt« arm amn mw« M tanenc dabutara ItoCatAMra Whrh. wna war 

w DnMr jr Bamsr mlwm ana dm naan nmnatt wad mpm wnrwtvw ■» 

Irliata*! WWM UOU 

IQ 401 SCOTTISH EQUTEKBLEAKXXEYS ASSOCUDON HANDCAP 
L±="J HURDLE (CIASS D) £5,000 2m « PwuKy Wtt £3jBU 

1 3R«lf RMB4P MM MAIQoaan Batata Nilraisar 71110 MARtMttK 

2 ouvne MummimtS)im-KTM*m-iubnBii] — — pnm 

3 11-2214 DAMgCWMUMPN|D|.'M»<3M‘JttMta711J - AQarwtaW 

* 3* -flOGb DAMBOWVCMICBIRwtaiMSjMUni RMwa 

5 221330 MU DK KM tn MU V Icrc*.' A In B 1C 13 — .... MM 

6 0-3F4® OOM MSCtM) AtaUviteaw^ U Snwpac 7 10 : . AMapte 

7 U4UH CAMWSMrp«a«OMhairbcxCS5ta|G10I mu H I 

8 UK63 IKOOilUirfSI) AtoLGTi^trTTtX-Ktf Jmdici _ 

9 WU KMM« WWOvrwt mer e \ 9«y 7 ICS lIMm 

AiwiwnaeMic 10* Rw ftMKae aa#e Kw^l 3 h Ol 

Mllilfca4DMmmMai,I-JMMtaita.»2ltt« ta l.S-10ita>na.SltaaiwWM.»- 
1 CWM aan, m Bmt. or Mar, in DaA Naaw 
nMctwrSnMVll 50(AmaB-l WRoa lSan 

RDNMMUH 

DANTES CAMMIBt tan) lha «rmM Baa nrm bo uion tawp wed te a m at unftaHd 
(M wne, Mnoupi ha MUftl ntw had any chant* wuh tna inv. Beansoom SWV, 
vi any caw Dawd CannoWi law n ya w oal had imtaM a usafu; nnwca ahan iana*c mo 
' odd« a( F rttw itt mv batava that. dataatmtMOwoufnr attw hoit»a» >wt rw» -ww 
lan tanphi mw. Qann Cawaar nwiad nmof-uo in both tmaua Matt. nMa na anc 
ad a coiaiK or bumoara vi 1996-96 wot bvs iwmi| two am ih*M-4iww mow Mate ic 
prowMaM. wacan mlehilal AWU m nanOcap compani a wwn ant Ma» 
taphM ttuoi tami owar mail »v> at VMcanam m Nawmbar and it tftad m l» owtooew. 
MaabaaouenuMBtai wnantHDuraa anaortyan 18-mMhwftiuGataiavjanerMr 
m flaiiB come and Mrano* II dm Mv m iw m* oratnrvv cams too aoon MM 
waa luoea wM . owMIwjoivwai at Newton Abbot rtCaumamae* waanrtao 
n**w ar Taunton nett m ana Moutti't be tar away efl bortonn ma wxn Norman 
HM MI M Btl Btl Mtad. SaMcMarc IMWItS CAVAUt ft 

fQ~7cl SriVG HAM)(CAP CHASE (CLASS B)£S^500 addid 3m 110yds 
l^LlTJ Penalty VUua £6^470 

1 3T-5W1 CC1M DCWC (13) ICO) Penf L4f*m 5 tan lTUC CMaata 

2 331530 Sbre00Rraa5H(29ft |C3tD) R WmaoniMijftenanll ITO. JlfbeaM 

3 4PP5R- SMTON AMCT |40B){DI CAHLbtad’GtkltaBj IT U 12 Album V 

4 U*f33 IBLOrilllMmmi'iJDbMniDIIAaaiBUS itagMI 

5 G6D12S JAMES RBB (273] (0) iBigw iMtnennpi P Ncncit ID U 4 J)taM9 m 

6 102 -835 OOtVdBtf (UQmtMKri JGAxd 10 10 3_ „.UMIS 

** 0 GMtanHl * 

BEITtat 2-1 Darin dm, U4 Ml M TMkM. 94 SMader FteMN 1S-2 Dww My, *-l Jam 
RM.U-1 SUM Abbey 

199® MW$ UmH 9 U 3 R ifrsa* 14-1 iDMykuti 9nn 


umk f new? i : • s : . - v -• 

romuKoDc „ a 

I fipnpg* opr ^ , »irf.,T-.t >n :•« -a n rf'vk'.'tf- i tic 4 canipt he lwuW I ■*- 

M- 1 mv. »if -w.- ■ a-rsn; w*. wwi ■"» w " 

war ■! mHi or :i»f UTie. e 1 *eirf1 To ft* MM n*i *fi**' 

to ta-tfmahe JV*!Qwr» ;Hw:irrt£tec«TWT yi 'liirium m« w-anao xtuw-ffn 

*n*r xmk 9 w tWC IS 4 m st kt*>t T- 5a xtSiu Utdlrow a: Ah-1 iwwtv i I41 

-j^- y. ^,^1 i^npjKa * 1 ^ h*-* wx Siivi-rt tx-il thtiuld Iw Saomy Val- 

My viawiaAi' ar ■verve- vw C.'.-.TTk'C ■!» 199*1 .i-'i-i -iinawr xi» in tw. kr.* hw; .tu: 

- MW IWV y F* ne to kWta I*" •• L »“eW. «hw hr m»* tonii’roh 
oSw w wrema. i m n r a w L*iHl s-, i*l 

l OTTER STANDARD OPEN NATIONAL MJNT FIAT RACE (CLASS 
(^■OUI H J n sm addad 2m llOyda PenaRy VWua £L448 

: mm icon .no- & *nct.j: - -- ^ 

: eouMiiiwH .ion -vw.- ;-.»•* Tfj a^r-u a ogg; 

J 5 DAMBrSOtOia 141) M*u ’ Jtarc*9|tt» 

4 mnoeiM. .■.» ; -».:w '.nr --wmiv • 

rm opal 'v«f . -i<r \ -k row i i; *. ■** \ummg> 

f *i- (MBIUK ■.Uj-i’.e iw - :• iPwr 

j unu ORDMIM :110-. ViUh-*W U>-K-let<' .1? ' JQiMm 

8 5 MM«BI»»!lT/Aii-*3i*>VJ.4 l .*M 51T - StaMM 

» .v wtnMtftewi . :.-..*.v5U. - .WNtawMaiTi 

Jo or MHTUMbMG'Ar • ■*.■ A " VttiM • ■ t9MMn<7? 

11 25 VMDIKHMn IMW. IHiUjuc V (■!-*:*»*■ ■ !! : . Clta»M|a 

•J: v mMMORC ,1P aiui'w. C am ■ !! D 0 *tt # | w 

TWnWKTOMTJWan VMa-,l-v%nwi1i<'*.-.l 13 : . . MAlMpHtM 

1* UMMMONaUB • V VUw ? 1- u A Tbwm 

ji nUBMMID “v ' >i ^e-Iwc Vr-VD- * 'tfeh 1-rJ. - MMlMali 

’li a>H»M D lI A k k»- ’. i taxv.. ». tnW, - V 11 1,‘. . .. MrCHgtaill 

-Mlitatea- 

■KTT9M. S3 UBIe OmoA* 7-1 Bmm Part). U-2 Mm UadM, U-2 MtMttL 81 Oa«w »M. 

»1 Mw, 19-1 OMMrwtMk the Htaatai Pm*. 12-1 Rw OM. Mamr PM. 191 CM 

Ota Mi ftaMaMa, as-l tan 

IMS “unwrN ia»t !• !1 •• - •- IT . i Vr**.* • 


WL A-lOawa* Sm. 
rM,lHfl» MW 


Opkh lawiar. v» » !- .--i C- 1 .' . wm; ;»«! 0*i*< »i»"‘ numJi*. tv . ■«.*v 

TodaCe m a NNC <421 X- Ajmtr* *.14^ The si w * toll* ' Jhiikl tv 

9wrWir«its dri(Ua thr .r» bul ">« can ,r> h? Si**wi«d ■» UTIUC CMUMPUN. 

eatqugn PVM nh * ;'u 1 lS“v C wvkn tan mh *hrn a nrU4.il*' tru u ot 14 la Pui.kJ 

cr rws HiB0ft*r5c* a: Wpmet*, ' QdoOrt. nT>n o'- l.t. kvn mv* liUta ( .uni 

pi n s X srvgn s Mm fniy aupmiLlnl n<*-i> T-nnui-li- h» R.ia*tii)\ luu r . 

vc rare aatarv cnmi-nas wa-. EMUrn hac ana a ’u. 1 ' u»h Hrixnca a Chei».UM 

on -vi Anc ca- a: xv n 1*^* I\jnai»*V V.«h\ up vt*i Torn Uwepe .Co» 

tryaaaa. » tnr Serf tv (. '. *bu! way»3 to 1 oji I’ativ ai C hrl-mhwi rn ihr cmi v «x • 
■^Oe*. Nicfc Hpnae*vifi ir. **■: -n !h-s lyrv 1 1 *arr ;n«J The PtmnMM Farawr :*»*( i*im- 
She pen rf "me mianm. 9haftai» *Jh*i*x lp ji brtn tis races a) [tar,Tjrr jut 
LwIkm. vuxk: affh'i be jcci ne*H. «*- w II —tit Pip hJti nxarti in tei^Shs L* -.nm- inn 
a — — *ho rje sue aact-URF 0* a prtvous rar- atipn rrvv ew Sinn ami rtfim rf 
IB u tou jf at«t» net 1 ■ rki«5 art j«Jci Sa Mc U ot r LiMLf CBUMTirJ 


HYPERION 

1,45 Sbusse 2^0 Good For A Laugh 2S5 can- 
ton 130 Flippance 4.05 Cab On TUrgat 4.40 
Klntavi 

GOCNGcGood. 

■ Left-hand coarse. Ban-m of ^Wyd. 

■ Coar MS of town off BII46. ADMISSION: Member* il* 
Grandstand A Paddock X5 [arconipaided nnder^lfle free all cn- 
doamaj. CAR PARK: t l tmi ^m sg; nsointa five. 


BTJMnBMCU WBt f TtllK- Mm. 

WBIN8IIS IN -not LAST 8BVBN DAS& None. 
LONG-UISTANCB KDNNKKSe Good Fbr A Laa^i (2J0) * Shat- 
row Bv (3310) haw beat eat 314 tales hy A Hobbs from Klngs- 
hnd^.Drm. 

fTTel SHBIINGHAM SELLING HANDICAP HUR- 
‘ LJ ***\ OLE (CLASS G) £4,000 added 2m 

1 POO-COO *4*aoeELlA(B4) (CD1J fares 9 1130 NMaofl 

"2 AQMB- CAPDMIMMMttADE(43E}DllgBi8U7 KMMa 

3 1568 SOEIGUWI(2MJW|n41I4 MrRTMUqrP) 

4 000 90OSSEtlQIMMlMalM4U4 ; PMna 

5 424GD3- tMOWU WBtreBEg83HP>FCniM 10112 IfUMy 

6 09332 T*n nn"ir ismbb 


7 ouroos M DMC PJ P Qvninpi G U BFeatea 

B 0M34U MMDraHMl(iaS)LTMKin0am8111 CMe(7] 

9 P62-640 POGOWMMHr 025) C Jones rid 12 lAMaCMby 

10 001002 nmraBAiauMlcotkiniJaMi9iD2 dumvv 

U FWKO JUST A BUS [1C Ml Ljmcl 6 100 AMpB 

-UdtoMld- 

JlMMnMMctfM DuafamlttiMWieJlKABeaiitaUei. 
BETTMteM Sow, 5-1 B u a iaAl Vaatae. 8-1 Cantata Mw M ta. i Tu ni 
■er VM* 7-1 Dr Daw, B-l Battfa Qaatata. 12-1 otbeta 

lo onj PRWCE CARUON HANDICAP CHASE 
\*^ u \ (CLASS F) EBflOO added 3m 110yds 

1 22421-P AHE1MMS(33)n(0)mOaiBmi9120 

H 

2 01306 M«aiTKBR4K{2RnCBB*s9120 — GBadtay 

3 PPP513 HMmRSDBJGHT(U)GO«le»Jmat911fi 

: XNan(7) 

4 24-0605 MMWDR(UlKANGmMlOU4 W Mutton B 

5 BM3S> OBI IMAGE (14) (CQ MCoonta 12 13* 

a«j n dM*. 

6 flSPUP CAlLIEEMLYCm MasJCooB 12 113 llaanan 

7 100092 BDOD POH A LAUGH (18) A HjbCB 13 10 10 

MrG5ttaAta(7) 

8 30MS2 «MDEW0nB((7qUBn(tttti71D7 PHoMy 

9 40W4 MC7QHrG4re(USAHlJJMsltaattl2100-DCa9aMir 

10 P04P50 SOUNDS GOlDBi [24) JVWjytaS 10 0 Mr R VHMy (7) 

‘-Udadamd- 

MtunaaMCtOB. 7MftandttpiM0itE v»aa» Gate 9«au Sow* Cota 
«i9K2SL 

ETUNta &Z Mma Wood*, 4-1 Dm TM Mara. 94 WUppan Da«Mt 
5-1 lb loader, B-l Cood For A Laagk, 7-1 Attic Wtegi, 12-1 othaa 


HYPERION 

2JJ0 U Nfdo Z45 Joseph’s Wine 32C 3enO- 
co 3J5B Anitas Contessa 4J25 Forzair 5D0 Mu- 

tahadetti 

GOING: SandanL 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Low nntafy best tar BT b> 77 
STALLS: btade all oca. 

■ Rbresandaartace: leO-hand sharp, oral tame. 

■ Bbreooane m 3 taka aomb-caa of bam and 5 milrs weet oT 
Newark a BoCeato n . Eoiksioo Jannaw raflway suilor wfiotas 
the come. ADMISSION: Club .SI 2; Taoeraalb SG (OAF- rocro- 
bera dCcuarae’s Dtamond dob 34, acoonqmnicd undc^ 1 Du &**>. 
CARPARK: Flree. 


BUNKERED FDWT TIME: World Wfrbou End 4S.10J. 
WMffiHS IN im XAOT SEVEN DATS: MntabadcCb (B.00) ram 
hereon FVafaff. 

UX4G4MSIANCB SOKNBBS: Ateta.** Ceouwa (IE 5) ban beat 
ret* imnilta by BftBlnX how YKitatwiqi. Swab taawonaii- 

rW'iKI LAXTDN HAffl)fCAP STAKES (CLASS F) 
£3^75 added 2m 

1 154134 B.WD0 W[CO)DCnapnw9104(4M — 

2 CO- 322 MASra roDDMOHiR mCTWMB taw 99 7 

- P B MeCtta SB 

3 302-166 VWNK{MnPHa*m590 P9oeda(7)7 

4 446CD4- 1A IK08Q0MA (lBq (CW DIMM 7 8 13 -SStadma ■ 

5 00-3313 njMiU«nmaB.(ll)(C)JPMati7810JDHaalHa9 

B 50044) MISDO [U) M Camacbo 4 8 7 ICIraaottS 

7 001V VmMDWnHOUrEND [IRIS] USoMnbf BB4 

; — PMaatffWSB 

a 530000- SMIMmmSdnEME(UM)jaDiniitey484JICaMa2 

9 025090 HAPBSOpJ JCMiranBB 1 IBttl 

-BdaeMad- 

BEniMQi 11-4 I M Mi rraaiten l c , 4-1 M n ama « bra QM, SlP taJH a, 6- 
1H Mda, 81 U Hamaqataa. Raaco. UM. Mapeafa. 12-1 atbaa 

fO ^cl HARDWICK O-AMNS STAKES (CLASS F) 
|^T®J £3^00 added 1m 

1 051156 ABS0IUTtMAfllC(4ajn PR W MBPS ?97„WVj«l 

2 20-1051 JDSmmiiaCClMtaiDNeiiDBsBD? 

; : <— G t—taXB 

3 D51213 RMtt0WUnm(COteRDMiM»591 

taw Matt* (7) 13 

4 OB USfWIHEP0Sf(T)CTbcnvn4813_DaaaMeKawmU 

5 5D4BB9 WUUlJAllJ5IWIWrUian)ja»Ty4813-CLtaMr(7)5 

« 00M05 B08maBnWW«KMM6B9 SMttrtbl 

7 321001 SMAaH2)(C)(D)MGpTadB5B9 LCMtaadilA 

8 M6D60 M»fia*Sr[3SO(ODlDNOoasfi8 7-Jtatt)p BHa* [7)4 

9 551000 MAJOR HOUSEP«4a9ltfHa0l985 RUpptalO 

30 66tO« IACWBGP4DIMaK484 IBntttM»3 

11 50060-4 COI— rtFP3 JHM482 MAdnfl 

12 310943 CPOrSS)CTJHBban(il4B2 NWwa<*|-7 

13 OOOQr UU7rfr£SftKffT{li44PR*Jwa682 — Slhnwell 

14 00)540- GOlDBt TOG [288) tt»M U*tal 481 J«MI 

-Mdedaed- 

BEraw; S3 Jeattta Mai, 4-1 8ambo ttatoat, 6-1 JtteaUa ■**, 
frl Sara). lUM iB t hih t artwry , V taliwM, tt-lctMn 


1-30(11 RAJNWORTH HANDICAP (CLASS D) 

1 — ESftOO added 1m 

1 202611 KMGCMP MN (11) (CO) M Rpn B 9 11 15a]--. JI Cbak2 

2 43430-1 8UDE CF CAUH0R Ctt} £} D Srar 4 9 ID — J Ftaetag 3 B 

3 0-20206 AWESOMCVBIIUKGmcqMOBimn 7 98 

DRMoCaba4 

4 Q32SD-4 BBf1KO[4iaa)MsNMlKMiByS98_CTtttaBp96V 

5 243306 DESEHTMnmn(0l>)DQwnsn692 — AOttwaaB 

6 0254-21 5CA SPOUSE (14) (CO) M Btaatwd 6 9 1 MtnkmmT 

7 110(34 OUU ! »IMn(Z)|CD)E4tata*591 SDummS 

B 004642 LE WORT (ft (D) DMdioK4 B 13 km HMtta (7) 1 B 

9 020403 IMWDttC (U) W K hny 10 8 5 GBattMBB 

10 204061 IME PMUECT (U) (Q MJdiSon58( Sta 

D Matt ID 

-XOdadawd- 

BETnMc 3-1 Saa Spona, 76 lira Pipfttt, U (a Spwt 01 Sttta OT 
CraUaa, 7-lKMCdita Boy, B-l Baadea, Mf Mwad, tt-1 aMaea 

1'QKftl KRKBY-W-ASWTELD FUJES HANDttAP 
(CLASS E) £4y025 added 6f 

1 OOOOOO AWOliAS MELODY [67} [tfl SR Bumf 4 10 0 ; 

SMabttarl i 

2 14012-8 MARIORE BOS (4ft (D| (Bf) A Ba4(V 4 9 13 — DUMP* 4 i 

3 55-5143 AMlK>C0NIES»(lft(CD)BPMl«595 TSpnMB ! 

4 10(800 DHJOT (7) (CO) DH^di Jones 6 9 1 JM1B I 

5 040000 RMMRE P32) J Hahercm 4 9 1 MMtaU7 

6 443566 BALKSW OS) J Beny 4 8 9 P Malta 63 S B | 

7 041004 HCHBH»UM|CD)HBjatt4&0 JQttaBV 

B 050005 0HES6 (2ft ft) B UMciiett 4 7 13 MCwMSaS 

9 512000 CMMNNLVUBHr(7ftnJ5MDDe5710^HAdMai2 

-Bdadamd- 

BETIMB: 3-1 Antaa Cwtawa. 76 Mat)wte ttxn, 5-1 Btta a tiy , Ol Ita- 
tab, 8-1 Mi aa C. lalaataa Matady. HanaytwB. IMaMa 

rTTocl MAPLEBGCKSaiHG STAKES (CLASS G) 
L_^_i £3jD00 added 1m 4f 

1 334-224 FVRZNR (7) (CD) J J 0TW 5 9 0 WK/mi 

2 006482 SHUTHECOCK(7) nDQapnan690 CTM«M<ftB 

3 1*510 6HIRPGAZBlE{Mft[QBS)nai 789 JMesl 

4 QU05- AHdlHHi quNUES (7ft poj W Qepnan « 8 6 

DH McCabe 4 

5 66- SONG TOR JESS (2XQFMM14 86 ACM 2 

-5 tacta-ad - 

- BemM: 04 Faoolr, 36 GkttlaoeaK, 76 Sbaw RawM, 4-1 AaeRiar 
(tawta* 306 Song For Jam 

IcAnl ORTON HANDICAP (CLASS F) £3^00 
LrrrJ added 3Y0 lm 3f 

1 0056-51 WSHUDE1H (7)(C} D Stwa 9 12 CM JIM** 4 

3 025-344 88a3M« WBB MPftftl*fcBiBad95^^,^.^ 
DABtaftl 

3 664603 SUE S G0(D Uft J Hedwten 8 10 JSWMMrtbE 

4 00006 BUZZBT BABE Oft A Foan 8 4 u TMtaw7 

5 004046 IMMGaHI(<ftTjPtau01Dn83 J(ftMll 

6 060035 IE0N DSON (1ft pf) S Hfltana 8 3 : 

Patna VMtatu 1(7)3 V 

7 2*6000 APB0UlE(13ftSRaawnB82. A Daly » 2 

-7dacfartt- 

BOTBlte 94 M tttt a lMt . 76 Mtahw t o.aralta. 46 9tata0fBald.fr 
1 Him Patau, frl BtaMy P a b a. Ap fctttt a, 10-1 RaatatCwr 


o cc l EBF ‘NATIONAL HUNT NOVICE HURDLE 
(QUAUFIERl (CLASS D) £AflOO 2m 4f 

1 0030 APtlM. SEVENTH (2ft JtoaetllC WManMa 

2 1-55 ABCnCTMOMmdftUtedHxieilO PHttay 

3 06? CURDN (EB H BaJey 6 11 C JRtttaa 

4 00 IIOUMAM BAT (21) L WoaMRw 1 S '-ID JRjm 

5 020232 PEACE LORD (M) Ms OHm* 11 3 —JFMay 

6 46 SUPER RAPEt (BftG tt4XuTC5Ua RMta 

7 4Q-P CUSHMAN (24ft OScmn 7 109 JABriram 

5 15 1KUU»CAPUBI(lS3TtariS139 Jttaata 

-Bdadtaad- 

BETTIIG: 6-4 Piaoa Lord, 7-4 CRnloa, B-lApd Sawratt. 10-1 AtcUe M- 
npb, 12-1 Sopar Raptat, Tbe ladT Ctptata, 20-1 ottan 

o on | BET WITH TIE TOTE NOVICE CHASE (QUAL- 

rat) (CLASS D) £5400 3m UOyds 

1 400660 CHARTER UWE (15) Ms l Jne< 7 10 10 Olaaty 

2 5434-44 rUPPAtCE (IS) NGmtiBf 71010 WIMtaa 

3 42355P JOKBtftCK{BftRDaanl2101O 

IDHCtWdM (ft 

4 60-0 MUCSRINKJiDEUftJ Bari 10 1010 — 

— __JlrP0Ttaata[7) 

6 GW SHAHKJP) BAT (KZ) J644) A HittB ID 2) 10 RbMM 

6 000565 ME8AEMA (7ft G hUttm ? ID 5 SMM 

7 OP MUMWEEdftOtanBnSlOe Jlhwn 

"■7 dtodtaod"” 

BETTMG: 4-6 FTppmca, 96 Matflaaa, frl RttaatDa Btada, 10-1 Chwtar 
laaa, SMnow Btt, lfrl Jdwr Jack, 2S-1 AftwaaiNa 


HYPERION 

ZD5 Danbys Gores 2L40 Coquf Lan* 3JS Alzu- 
lu 3.50 Regal Romper 4J20 Crown Equerry 
♦50 Jack ROMM 

GOING: Good (Good In Soft in plarrai. 

■ Left-hand, oral course, wah riwvitwwn.: Uaifth. iftflafnnj: mi. 

■ Kacranmc is on Al.aronorJhof unru. Hnmunn- in Frair 
Luw Ends ihjodo from Nwrandr radii?) •utsm. >*»■<' ul 

vkx (non Ihov. ADMISSION: Chib II J. TaDrraaJs 1H OAPj, 
and (VfpaUftddMbM 17J; Sihvr Unf? S 1 iOAPk and TvR,«iir«1 
dbahfcdift. CAR PARK: fax . 


BUNKERED FIRST HMK: Potato Han irin„nxT. 1 T4): 
WINNERS IN THE LAST SE\"EN DATS: N,xm. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: be Dnttn (J 9H Jock 
Freak (3.15) A ADfbn* |4-V>| hair hrrn mw i:cj nuW* tij 
Ihs ItTtoaaoti from MJralbon. Tj>>aih-. 

[57551 NORTHERN RACMG HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £3JX» added 2m 

1 110606 BJUM |2S [GDI G ftoaeti ADtttai 

2 466KT BBB SABU(Z71 (ft 71113 BSta^f 

3 32KH6 fWSMRRCMBftMMrwa'lia ASSadtt 

4 253502 SAIIAND fft (ft MfiS 1 SuSV 5 11 3 OPwil 

5 i«w? HAsncisfttcjcMr^uicii.-. .. . — lonn 

6 44P002 DAMBaaBEUft 0IUUJtete*VV -512 fi 

7 165606 AULOUttOft (ft JH Wtacr b fjV.-T . PCarMoy 

8 53L5U StODOWtr Mat (M) UK U Hnae\ B I~ ? RIMS’. 

BOTMR: B6 BaM Sttta. frl CMaata. frl Detail R*na. 61 Qaaac. 
76 Btdtaa, frl Fax Spatnw, 126 aftara 

f 0~£ft\ BORDER MINSTREL SUNDAY LUNCH 
l^^lMran«rcHjL<ar(QAi«D|fAnnftMhtad 
2m 4f 

1 P1235* LEOBSDWM IMOlhomun 13118 .. . — DPwlar 

2 6260fP M8mO0WS(U]IMLUr AH 8*.13._ . KJatawa 

3 424323 B0U> ACCOUNT Bfl GU Iftoc " 11 1 ADatMal 

4 oww cooutmrtftvThuTBa-gi: i mmumm 

5 344-3P3 coqn LAM (ft J Our 1011 3 TM 

6 06A54P PARK BOOT Oft BHart gpnBll 3 — Jftaay 

7 633333 AX3UULA (27> Un S SrrT. 1 11 3 JBttMftM 

B 003501 REAL TOttC (9*7) GROUtr Uj PCatany 

9 00P165 BOBARA (U)S UKMOK 7113 .. — JTUac* 

-9dactand- 

■CTTWR: 56 Capri tana, frl Bald Aeeatari, frl Rari Teak; 76 Itttta, 
96 AriandaaaM Dart: BMf, la Daaatav 12-1 attan 

|Q l‘51 HENfCSSY COGNAC SPECUL SERES 
NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS B) £8,000 
added 2m 

1 112.11 AI2UUJ(2ft[EJ JFjQGend&ll PCMMoy 

2 22 112 GOOD WES (SB W)T 5117 AGantly 

3 212 DRHA P0MT (15) (ft l*t S 5nw. 5 11 j — fl tM tt Oaa rt 


rTnel WALTER WALES MEMORIAL HUNTER 
I.™?.] CHASE (CLASS H) £3,500 2m 5f 110yds 

: C<X ARnE(U03) AOtaBll 15 . Mr L JaaataiTI 

2 tWK CM ON TARGET 0ft mU^Ml>wv,UinuJ»SataH 

3 T5I T jf. Dlgr-M (274U T j-e IT lllr> .. ...Rl G aaiBMl [ft 

4 LiWU CAMSmCAKBBfttCftDB-.wiinnO .. ... . 

JArARatarifUB 

f ‘s r - i»ncmanp£?Ahnip'»in3.. . .ttrcw*ww 

6 JUST JACK (290) [CO} 11 11 10. MrltWridey [7) 

7 !2*U42 WM0RE1in(4aa(ftlV9uni.^l] 11 If _ - _ .... 

MrWBwnaGm 

9 136 PRMMLftSI} (CD) G IbCuT lh M 10 

... _ MrM E ta— oral 171 

9 PI521-? PRO BOND (7) (CD) P C«ta4 7 HIP . . TfrADriMa(7T 

10 Z=3?P- SPARIAN SUER (351) U Bum 11 It 10 _ 

-lOdadarad - 

KTTOie 4-9 Ctt Oalwtit, frl Pin Bow, 10-1 JaatiKk.ND Mora Trh, 
12-1 Idtoflc, 14-1 Emaeo-H, 206 ottara 

[a AAl CROMER HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS E) 
L___J £4^00 added 2m 

1 41-3232 UMD MCMURR00GH [BO] J NfmIC 7120 .TDaacota»(3) 

2 413-163 MENEUWE(9ft(ft05nmKK»;UU JAMcCMv 

3 UB3U-5 THEnQDSQWIHDi!T(lft(ftCra’T3i:ilSaiBpi]r[7} 

4 313212 IWIAK (ft m T [»«% 7107 - .. .PBtt 

5 1VZ' RtSH EMERALD (15681 (CD) G H.mxj ID 10 J . K Grata 

b J3?6D AJ0AR(ia(CD)0Pwan6JP0— — M B ill— 

-•dactatd- 

Uh«rr«etfn:ite True harteap m&c Vx W 12: 

BETTMG: fr4 bad McHiaiBa<AS6 M ia riaw. 76 TMMri. frl. TM M 4 
acAdbaaty; 20-1 ftdar, 33-1 Irtata Bnetalf 


4 6003 IRDMUM DU) ? BtMotf ’113— — ABMi 

5 &c cwHaarsowaoftWHawdJiLirjaciBBta 

b JMU TBESH D ftanun 4 10 7 TiWtt 

_ m 

Barm 7-4 (ta«lV*«v 21 Attan. 76 TtawPolri. frl Ctawrtne’i Onlw. 
10-1 IliaiW, m Jenfle ftta 

jocnl NEW CHAJW’AGNES SEAFOOD RESTAU- 
RANT HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS D) 
£5,000 added 2m 110yds 
: 113122 RGGAL R0MPR (101 |D) (BH Ml 5 Sirdn h 120 . „ 

• — JBctMrt Qmmi 

2 3J-Jt:4 DUAL MADE (ft (ft (RF) J Icftratj 10 115. ..PCartany 

3 !:«4> POTATO MAM (27) B EVan 11 10 11 —ADtttai V 

4 UlPIr MMBM K WRIE lift J Ian 7 lu6 JMUatawy 

5 632.1«- RnaMN8pDl( ftWMffe a?104 BBbaV) 

BOTMttfr4 lM ta n B na a r ,frl lta all Bitt *.fr H lB n iali r a ta .frll>abri 
KtaK.lD-1 Potato Man 

|4" Ml ST MOOWEN NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) , 
\Z~1 £5000 addad 3m 
: M«i-1 caMNaftKMT(ift{ftGi*Krflfth M?n„. .PCwtany 

7 4-M5J OMMrsBornftnjTjvrnq KJotMee 

1 V6G16 IIWOKIY MAJORS |Cft rcrwBtsx^ HU ? 

_ ASSedlfi 

4 235347 ASK BE IAIER (ft Ul 5 ftwtMT h 11 dZ. ' . MFtttat 

i iiX'F* — n“~— i--' T“Trrr 

i Ck.4 MLAJOunBItoaRpr. Ui RMaray 

OP (fflEL MVER (MET) Itat 5 tWta'a.ri <1 114 .. .Jftppta 
A 274P." PAUAIM PMMX(1U JChwItr. H 1] 4 ADotMQ 

q KW3 IBreiUMMONfWJH ^v.'ll 4. .JbttndGnaM 

ttQ B0TAI PNIS (1B1 Vix SSm^ihll 4 TMta 

:i 54 CUUANELAHflftUta-tKfir. .1113 ...RSappia 
-U d itta rad - 

BUTitft fr4 era Ita a tt y, S-2 Mar naaiaaa. frl Att Ma Ittar. Haa 
tan Priaea, 12-1 Gatto-a My. Caftm lata, U-l ottan 

Tec] BE MY VALENTINE STANDARD OPEN 
NATIONAL HUNT FLAT RACE (CLASS H) 
£1*500 addad 2m 

1 MDUDWMUI I Lr^j i- 11 4 - R&vafc 

3 ano UC MACK 127]V»SM Saw L.;i J GCMtt 

4 JACKROnOBU M.1-GKM1M14. . . PCMMny 

4 LORD KNOW J 6 IS J KJttnran 

~ LORO Of THE I0NGS ‘ ^ 11 J . MTIMnylT] 

E 5 MACS SUPKDM: (841 T V*n*x 5114 

-• -PtatattMaMlft 

7 BAIORMAftlJii.^ntll 4 RrfdBmrt 

f» MMNMMI-. hirtu.t U 3- _ -MMI taWf 

9 MKMCHrtaSUINerbUJ- . .. . JMpBay 

n 3 BHWMON MtOOM {1ft J n I'trw.T, *, 11 J. BFRytaffl 

t: = THUBEWOan-CIftU^xMM . RCittRy 

12 Aiil«WU*nTrrn*-r5lDlJ TRMd 

12 MBS MDnmMT IPl * I rtln *. 5? J.i itBM|7T 

14 - Gtremus souk rn uft>TT?- Jin b . ... 

- t ore « 

'-S 2 J0 UGMIMNG (27) 8 EAiTi 4 16 K .. . .WRIWa 

li IHBMHDRA BUT V Mbip 4 1(1 f) AIMh 

y C SIMM SQIM1XM (17) H ttjfcnni 4 12 H-- .-JtJaaai 

w : OREfWdOlVftrnnSjTj . . . jftw, 

19 POanCALMMOARRItoiATCI ADeMtt 

-Uttadmd- 

■ETTPML 76 tatalta Mack, frl Ora Step, frl Jan RnMn, 10-1 Mftor 
Kata M6 Santa StaettM, Mart (ftw.U-1 An 


RACING RESULTS 


. GflTERtCK 

LDO: L COVER PONT IP CadMiA 4-7 
tJK a. Pt a aRnt Horae 9-2: 3L ABcat 50-3- 
7 ml &, dot. U RoGarakn. Tota: £L30; 
LL10, £L7a Oft £230. CSFt £3.1tL 
2J20T1.SDC CLERKS 8>cmwiy) 4-9 ta; 
2.TMWH) 7-178-OMftrftMraS-l. 13 ml 
TA 7. UfeCecriS. tarc CLJq £36q K1J0. 
£L4(L DF: £2JU CSR £4J2n T«r £ia». 

1- G0ID PfOBON (B Sony) 1A-1; 
2.UeoGold 3. SpanMtHaB6-4 

| A-MLSita&rapRoCMrti.MKfnaia 
£3.60, ££10. Of r £9-30. CSft £34.12, . 

3730c 1, MEADOW HUM (P Cttbaoy) 
dttns tK 2. Cftwar Bey 7-1; X aMMa Wlft 
20-1. 35 ran. 2. (M- U RBGpfMO, TbMs 
Dm £130. £L10, £2.«X DT; QM CSR 
£7.41. Mo: £35.60. 

mrT^rnitSrrS 

11-4. 3 EML 2. 23. (W SKMH). Tofts 
’£190. OF: £160. CSfi £3.50, fe: Qftl 
Sarm. 

fr3S: A. ENCHANTED COTTAGE (E 
CeBsdMa) S-l: 2. Pftdnftbn S-tl. Pryt* 
j SMaffit* 4-1 tW. 10 ml Hd, hUM Jtl- 
! fertOfl). Tottt £fr«0: OJO, UJ20.X2.70, 
OR £35J0.CSft £4325. Tftari: £164^91 
Trte£5420. 

PMeepob £9.00. ftndpat £7.sa 
Piece Si £1041 PMob Be £928. 


UNGFIELD 

1_5B: 1. HATTAAFEH [Uss LSheall 5-2 
fta 2. CttMtttta 3-1: 3. Oaaw CMa£126. 
8 ran. 1, 7. (Mae B Sandetsl. Tpte £3JVj 
£2.ia £130. £4.60. DP. £10,00. CSR 
£9.74. TrlcaiL £6929. 

225: 1. MKT1MAS MYSTIQUE (SSandmJ 
6-4 fl-fav; 2 Old Hash Mug 14 L' 3. Bta 
ttdy Yaws 64 jt-Wir. 7 iml 3. r*. (MBs fl 
Men)- TtaM: £220; £120. f2.CC. DF: 
£11.10. CSF: £2424. 

260; L SIHAF1 (A C&W 7-1; 2. Squire 

Canto S-U 3. StRwiMa 12-1. 13 ran. 96 
twSirTeBWr. ‘K'UV Cart. TOM: CtOOft 
£300, £4.10, £5Ca Df: £7120. CSP 
£66.61 TK0SG £639.17. TWtr. £36820. NR 
AhU. 

325: 1 PUZZLEMENT P totandl 11-2; 

ZSadftm-3.WrilOfV>orey% 4.4tan . 

11-10 teRsGMto (4tw. 3'^2. KBrmsrl. 

TMk £6.10. DF: £2140. 

4J* 1 SHUSDVTHDLV (S VWDittlll) 
il-lfl fair. 2. Strata Dwwaa 11-4; 3. AttaTa 
Rstatfae 5-1 • ma. 5, SJMp, 1 JS'SL 
4A0elHAMB(EOft*in ftfl7-2;2.R—- 

ttaaKtodnaaaa-15lav;lWM»Jtt«iffto 

frl 4 *ml 1 l’A. W Johtaftrfr^ TO* £52tt 
DF: £350. CSF; £521 
.Ptaapab £227170. ftttdpofcMfflJO- 
Md HOL Pool a £196.12 OTiMItaMd. 

Ptaaa & £830.14. Ptota B: £48X24. 


SANDOWN 

2fl0tlJUVU6HUQ|tpne) l«tK2.GHi 
Mrifi 14-2; 1 Kean BH 33 1 11 «L 21 2. 
UOtLWattmm£TbMi£120:£UC.£190. 
£52a DPlamCSF- £4.u. I«r £24 £0. 

23G: 1 HAWAIIAN SAM iG Cronej 3*1 
2 Tain The BocfcaUn 15*. 4 tan (2 to 
UmO, 7-4 In Wee windy (unsexed rider). 
18. (A TundL Wannari. Tola: £220. DF: 
ma CSF: 15.66. 

3Jffc 1 DOCTDOR CD WaWil 11-8 fan; 
2 Royal EMrit 100-30; 3. Can Can Cfrta 
Be 11-4. s nan. 5, 3a (M Pee, waftigW- 
Tata £220; OL2Q. £140. OF: £3.60. CSF: 
£52& re t FbnacaL 

345: 11D0 PLUSH a Hanift-l 6-1: 2. 
Ma Pata No Gata 3-1 4 ran a ferthodj. 
8-11 twGamrixtti M). Th. (A Tinea, ttbn- 
taad.TOte £fl3o. DF: £9.40 CSF: £2007. 

4JL&1 MR BOSTON IhfrSSwBti liS 
d-taifl 3. Hmaqwa 9-2; 3. WBd Otasiaa 
13-8 jt-(av. 6 too. 6, (MrsMRraejey. S»- 


bum). TMk 0.10; £140. £220. DF: 
£5.40. CSF: £924. NR: Tudor Fdbte. , 
4A0e 1 UXIRH TOLLY U Osbomei 6-1. 
2. Lord KhaRca 14-1 3. Ptwaleat Fun 9-2 
Uran.?-ltavARow i6thi. 8. 1 iF Jordan. 
LeoniMnft. TUk ££.90; £190. £4-70. 
ago. DF: £31.00 CSF: £7947. InMSC 
079.15. Tnflc £S13a NRk Equity's CMWfc 
MBRdor, RMdB Racer. Ttadi V«L _ 
Ptoaapoe 05620. QuaftMC £3230. 
Ptaea ft £20526, iMea ft £174.62. 


TAUNTON 

146:1 UEAK THE RUt£G .G Supotei 
128 fain 2. Dmt PnaranT 5-2. 3 KM- 
Mttcaah 14-1 S3 tan. 3... I s . ,K Pipe. 
WWkftOn). Tata £2.60. £160. £1 40. 
£190. OF: £480. CSF. £526. Tncr LIU M 
NR: Kne* Witness. 

220:1 DISSOLVE OfrLBahcn 33-12. 
DTtean 3-1 tar; 1 Proud R na fta 5-1- 4. 
9Mar Potat 20-1 is ran. M. 4 iNLar.- 
PMd. Mrboratti. lota £6560: £620. 
£i7a £2io, raja df: £U3.ea csf ; 

£124.69. Tncan: £57104. Tna £691-10. 
After 4 saraRk 1 inqiMy. ptaens unacerea. 

24S1MSIRDRUM nMUatan 11-10 
fav. 2. Ramto 54; X. imv EridM 10- 1 ID 
ran. 6. 3 />. tM wSanson, Banbuivi. Tom 
£220: £140, £120, £140. OF: £120 CSF: 
£200. Tirk £3.50. 

320: 1 MAR) BQUALtG S^ipiPi 94 Oil 
2. ftuehaa Ftawar lfrl; X Ftoor Da TM 
16-115 tan. 12, VU (Unoe, Weitivan:. 
TMK £320; £190, £j.60, £4 20 Of: 
£5520. CSF; £3320. Tnaa: £44525 Trer 
£220.60. NR Fas Crack. 

KSftlMTPICMPOCriEruFTiaevI 11-4 
frar. 2. D u lMBow LoftH 12-1 3. Jafr 
bnaatar 12-1. 12 ran. 4.6. (Mis H Hr-rifl 
wanusi). Tata n.ia. £1 .bo. £4 oc. 
£300. DF: Q1B0. CSF: £33.48. Trsasr 
£32029. Too: 145.10. 


4J5: 1 JCFFEMES .C Uewe:,h) 5 2; 2. 
Mw 0 TMta 7-4 ib«. 3. Faadw Fhav 5 1. 
7 ML '-.4. JCtt.lNtaugriDnVTotaF4.ia 
£220. £1.90 DF: £490 GSr IE.B7. Tn 
cast £17.00 W Bpytwne 
Ja r lea t- Nar wm. Port d £12. .’57. 54 tur- 
ned Hwa - J tc bewJTtte tuAir. 

US: ITHSIRMTSBUtt iVAFfefW 
ac M % 2. Waton AranM t'r 1; 3. OIm 
A nd Take 94 linn.'-.?. Kltadt-iwn, 
LunDour... TUr. iT.40; £190, £170. 
£T20 DF £9211 CSF U2.92. Trw f C 90 
IHawpete £USC. Quadpate £9.U>. 

Ptoca ft £13.33. Ptoea ft £9.34 

■ Fnokic DcUnri pctfiHriK'd hr, fl>- 
tng dismnuin alieiwuminj; the Shcih 
Niikldum OiaB«i2c k^vi 3 mik jt Nod 
Al Shcha. Dohai. iau nipfat ahn jtJ ihc 
Satrvd ho Sunau-aamed Kammuni 
Dcit O ti s inicojdd mtHUU, Hostnur- . 
stem. wiihdrjwn. Kammiarru. . 
[ -own rarras hjlf-bnatieT, wunh Uni: | 
Jcngths m <• njurw rcutftl time. Uin ; 
SmiXtf's iMbet nmacr. Kiisboan. 1m- 
Kted liar k-mohs hack in wauui, ; 
partnered b* JcInQUiill. Mart Win- 
stan s OoUuraSem. rili.ii U Jm>o ; 
Weaver, ncakracil sue (nun h. 
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FIVE NATIONS’ CHAMPIONSHIP: Arch tactician relishes battle of wits with former Bath cohort tomorrow. Chris Hewett reports 


Ashton puts 
mischief on 
Irish agenda 


Irish : -gbj has been 
saddled with all man - 
* 's j® ner of knee-jerk de- 
scriptioQS down the 
years. On a good day, 
ft is always passionate, fierce or 
frenzied; on a bad day, of which 
there have been rather more, 
the vogue words range from 
narve and primitive to downright 
incompetent. 

Few, however, have accused 
the Irish of over-complication. 
When Ciaran Fitzgerald * 
launched his spell of captaincy 
in the early 1980s by holding up 
a ball and telling his squad: 
“This, fellas, is what it's all 
about,” a colleague allegedly 
cried out: “Hold on there, skip. 
'You're going too fast for us." 

Under the circumstances, 
then, it comes as something of 
a shock to be told that Brian 
Ashton’s priority on agreeing to 
join, the Irish as coadung adtfser 
was to simplify their entire ap- 
proach to the international 
game. A certain Mr Fitzgerald 
might be surprised to hear that 
in Ashton's view, there was too 
much of the Einstein about his 
new charges and not enough of 
the Murphy. 

“Don't laugh, but he took us 
back down to basics," says 
David Corkery, the bruisingly 
hard blind-side flanker who did 
as much as any Irishman to nip 
the latest Welsh renaissance in 
the bud in Cardiff a week ago 
last Saturday and, in the 
process, set up a humdinger of 
a rumble with the English in 
Dublin tomorrow. “You know. 



& 


before Brian arrived we had 15 
different back-row moves and 
so many line-out calls that you 
could only calculate them in 
multiples of 10. Now we have 
three or four of each. He just 
walked in. introduced himself 
and cut eveiything back by 
about two-thirds. 

“It's made a big difference, 
definitely. It stands to reason 
that the fewer set moves and 
calls you go on to the field with, 
the easier it is to know exactly 
what you're meant to be doing 
in any given situation. I’ve bee^i 
very impressed with the clarity 
of Brian’s approach; he's easy 
to get on with, but there are 
strong ideas in that head of bis.” 

Before taking up a full-time 
coaching post at Bath last sum- 
mer, Ashton spent long enough 
as a schoolmaster to conclude 
that the best communicators are 
those who carry their learning 
lightly. There is no earthly point 
in knowing everything about a 
subject, be ft astrophysics or rug- 
by onion, if your students end up 
being blinded by science. Ac- 
cording to the Irish players, the 
new teacher is not the sort to dis- 
appear into his own textbook. 

Yet in his private moments at 
home in Bruton, Somerset, the 
49-year-old Lancastrian - a 
league aficionado by upbringing 
but a good enough union scrum- 
half to tour Australia with Eng- 
land in 1975 - is as earnest and 
scholarly as the most diligent 
academic. "When I flew back to 
England after the Ireland- 
France game [his first in his new 








Murphy’s law: Brian Ashton takes the Einstein out of the Irish as the canny Lancastrian prepares his chaises to face England in DubHn tomorrow Photograph: Lorraine O’Sullivan/lnpho 


capacity], I did so armed with 
every piece of rugby minutiae 
imaginable: videos, statistical 
breakdowns, fitness reports, 
analysis charts, anything that 
might give me more information 
on the players. I watched and 
read for two days solid." Had 
Ashton chosen NASA rather 
than rugby, man would have 
walked on Mars years ago. 

The attention to detail is phe- 
nomenal. After the victory over 
Wales, Ashton revealed that he 
had spotted a possible weakness 
in the play of Neil Jenkins, the 


opposition full-back who bad 
played virtually oil his rugby at 
outside-half. “Work on his left 
side,” he told his players. “He’s 
not yet comfortable there. He 
can be exposed "That precision 
marks him out as a very differ- 
ent anim al to Jack Rowell, his 
partner of six wildly successful 
years at Bath between 1989 
and 1994 and the man he must 
out-think If Ireland are to cause 
a second successive upset at 
Lansdowne Road tomorrow. 

Although he appreciates the 
dynamics of scrum and line-out 


better than anyone, Rowell likes 
to paint with a broader brush. 
Given that England's man-to- 
man advantage over Ireland is 
almost total, he can afford to; 
thanks to improving standards 
in the Courage League, which 
allow skill levels to take care of 
themselves, England's ooach 
will now be spending his time 
and energy on getting the io- 
definables - attitude, focus, 
confidence - absolutely right 
By contrast Ashton is en- 
gaged in searching for more cas- 
es Of Neil's Leftside. 


The obvious worry for Row- 
ell is that his rival understands 
more about the likes of Phil de 
Glanville or Jon Sleigbtholme 
and the things that make them 
tick than anyone in the England 
set-up, De Glanville and 
Sleigntholme included. “I feel 
quite mischievous about that," 
admits Ashton, who, with far 
less first-hand knowledge at his 
disposal, constructed a tactical 
plan sufficiently sophisticated to 
lure a gifted Wekb back division 
up any number of self-defeat- 
ing culs-de-sac in Cardiff. 


“Let's get this m perspective, 
though,” he says. “At the mo- 
ment, we've won one game. By 
a poinL The players know they 
are still in the middle of a fair- 
ly bad trot and while I can see 
potential there, the amount of 
wurk still to be done is consid- 
erable. The positive thing is that 
they have shown themselves 
capable of putting a plan into 
operation and sacking to it 
They did it for an hour against 
France, at which point they 
were leading, and they did it for 
the full 80 against mles.” 


Ashton is too much of a re- 
alist to confidently predict an I 
Irish victory, but he does expect 
to see another 80 minutes of 
undiluted concentration. Genial 
he may be, but as Corkery says: 
“For all his talk of freedom of 
expression and the rest, he is 
very hot indeed on responsi- 
bility, both individual and col- 
lective. After all the work we put 
in against Wes, it would have 
been criminal to lose. And be- 
lieve me, Brian, would have 
made us feel like criminals had 
we done so." 


Price has reason to remember a glorious day in Paris * 


it'. ' 


i® Even with six enforced 

' ■' changes, France are 

still regarded as 
J&L. favourites when they 
lake on fifties tomor- 
row for what wiD be the last time 
at the Pan: des Princes, before 
the Tricolores move to the 
80,000 all-seater National Sta- 
dium which is being construct- 
ed in the French capital in time 
for football’s 1998 World Cup. 

That favouritism does not 
stem merely from France being 
able to call upon some talent- 
ed replacements, it also takes 
into account their remarkable 
record against Wes in Paris: it 
is 22 years since a Wsh side last 
won in the concrete bowl that 
is the Parc des Princes. 

Like this years Wales side, 
the boyosof 1975 were also writ- 
ten off before a ball had been 
kicked. They were fielding six 
new caps that January’ day. raw 
recruits to Test rugby," who 
would have to cope with for- 


David Uewellyn talks to one of the 
boys of 75, a victor in Parc des Princes 


wards of the stature of Bastiat, 
the Dax No 8, the brilliant 
Bertranne in the backs and. a 
formidable duo at half-back, 
Roraeu, and the man who be- 
came coach of the national 
side, Fouroux. 

One of Wales’ neophytes 
that day was Graham Price. At 
23 he was alreacfy a seasoned 
campaigner for his dub Ponty- 
pool. He was grateful, though, 
to be linking up with his front- 
row colleagues from the Gwent 
dub, Charlie Faulkner and Bob- 
by Windsor. Incidentally, it was 
also Faulkner's debut 

Being with them helped put 
Price at ease, knowing he was 
part of what was to become the 
legendary Pontypool Front 
Row. However much at ease he 
may have felL the young prop 
was quite unprepared for what 


greeted the Welsh team when 
they trotted out into the caul- 
dron of French rugby- “IfsaheH 
of a stadium,” says Price, who 
is now 45. “The way it ts con- 
structed, all the sound tends to 
bounce back at you. Obviously 
the crowd was behind the 
French team, who had not long 
before had quite a good victo- 
ry over the South Africans. 

“They were confident, while 
we, with six new caps, were be- 
ing written off, even though we 
ate) had some great players in the 
side [they were captained by 
the great Mervyn Davies]. But 
the noise was what I remember 
most in my firet experience of in- 
ternational rugby." 

However, the Welsh over- 
came all the odds, including wet 
and muddy conditions, running 
in five tries to France's solitary 



Glory days: Graham Price (far right) tracks Stave Fenwick 
as he passes the ball m Paris in 1975 Photograph: FA 


touchdown. One of those tries 
was scored by Whies' current di- 
rector of rugby, Terry Cobner, an- 
other forward from PontypooL 
There was also a try for the 
debutant Price, a try that will live 


on in the memory of everyone 
who saw it It is a score that has 
been replayed on television 
every year that Wales revisit 
Fortress Paris. 

Price, who went on to win 41 


caps, cannot remember any- 
thing of the score. “But it is the 
same with all my international 
appearances," he explains. “The 
matches go by so quickly. And 
I have seen the- try so often on 
television now that, in all hon- 
esty, the TV view of it has 
become my memory of it” 

For those who may have 
missed the try, it happened like 
this. Injury time, France al- 
ready beaten and the Welsh 
wing, JJ Williams, hacked ahead 
for 75 yards. Remarkably, first 
man up to the breakdown, hav- 
ing charged upfield from inside 
his own 25-yard line (Britain 
was not metric in those dark, 
unenlightened days), was Price. 

He scooped up the ball, 
which had roiled loose, and 
plunged jubilantly ovec the 
line for a try which earned 
Walesa 25-10 victory and their 
biggest winning margin in Paris 
since 1911. That season Wales 
went on to win the Five Na- 


tions’ Championship outright 

Thereafter, though; Price 
was in on the start of the long 
run of defeats in Paris. He 
wants to see an end to it and 
suggests that tomorrow Whies 
have the talent to succeed. 

“What they need to do is to 
play to a pattern, just as we did 
22 years ago, and not deviate 
from tL That should allow them 
to build a platform from which 
they can expand their play as the 
game progresses. 

“There must be no repetition 
of what happened against Ire- 
land when too often they ran 
aimlessly, thoughtlessly at the 
Irish and turned over posses- 
sion. They must eradicate the 
basic errors they made two 
weeks ago when they lost the 
ball in the tackle. 

“It is never easy to win in 
Paris, but I hope they do. At 
least ft will spare my family from 
having to watch - that try yet 
again.” 
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to give our 
a break 




see and hear the media, 
on television and re- 
iving English cricket a hand 
Why do they do this, I 
ler? 1 saw on interview bo- 
Jonathan Agnew and 
Ucyd on Spartmigjit and 
ered who Jonathan Agnew 
he was. If the simple 
is that England failed to 
ic tail enders out, why bom- 
these people, whoever 
with these ridiculous 
*? David Lloyd orany- 
:Jsc could not change llic 
true, he answered the ques- 
reasonably well, for the 
question was asked bv Ag- 
in several different ways. I 
ry for David Lloyd. . 
do the media expect so 
. “It was a wonderful 
j or cricket, if you were a 
■al." Lloyd said to Agnew. 
tot u neutral but l thought 
! a wonderful game of cock- 
it then I can see all spons- 
as human beings. I don't 
a anything from them. I do 
to see England win things 

0 be endlessly' going on at 

1 fra not achieving what you 
is a waste of time, 
hink the England cricket 
i all deserve medals for 
tg up with media and na- 
cxpcctalions, because I'm 

d it's not about cricket or 
aUra tennis or athletics any 1 
So we are not the best in 
rtjrid. what’s the problem? 
e is no problem, just one 
there is no longer 
tpire. Long live be- 
i sportsman, enjoying your 
Boost without expectations from 
Ac else except yourself 
ON PETER NOLAN 


Wales of anguish 

Sir The continued pro-Welsh 
anti-English bias of Ken Jones 
and Alan Watkins becomes 
wearisome.- Rob Waimvright 
was not “uncertain” about his 
score, he said he was “short"; 
and for Jones to call the English 
crowd “insufferable” for cheer- 
ing an Irish victory comes if 
from someone whose nation* 
stadium on match days is 
surrounded by bawkers selling 
“I support Wiles and anyone 
who’s playing England - T-shirts 
RICHARD SHAW 
Hook. Hampshire 

Upright citizens . 

Sir Now that linesmen arc ha- 
bitually referred to as “Refer- 
ees' Assistants", may I be the 
fust to propose formally that tlk 
ridiculously old-fashioned word 


Vialli told to stay put 




“goalpost" is replaced by the 
more forward-thinking, term 
“Crossbar's Assistant"? 
JOHN BATEMAN 
Worthing. West Sussex 

Far from up-lifting 

Sir: Your picture of England's 
forwards practising their lure- 
out at Twickenham (The Inde- 
pendent, 31 Jan, page. 23) 
prompts the question: Is rugby 
the only sport in. which coach- 
ing is pven in the art of cheat- 
ing tog, lifting in linc-outs)? 
NORMAN T SHEPHERD 
Bristol 


Football 

NICK DUXBURY 

Gianluca Vialli and Patrick 
Kluivert had differing days at 
the office yesterday, with the 
Italian being reminded that he 
will have to rough it out in west 
London, while the Dutchman 
confirmed he would be swap- 
ping Amsterdam for Milan. 

Vialli was reported to have 
had cosy chats with Southamp- 
ton's Graeme Souness, but 
Chelsea's managing director. 
Colin Hutchinson, insisted Lhe 
striker is not looking for a 
transfer. 

“Gianluca is obviously frus- 
trated that he has been watch- 
ing from the bench in recent 
matches," Hutchinson said. 
“But he is under contract here 
until June 1999, has cenainfy 
not asked for a transfer, and is 
not for sale. 

“Southampton have had 
their 15 minutes of fame so we 
can get back to reality. The only 
time Gianluca will be going to 
Southampton, as far 3s I can see, 


is as a player with Chelsea next 
season." 

Kluivert will be seeing a lot 
of Milan from the end of June, 
the 20-year-old striker having 
rejected the advances of Arse- 
nal and Everton to sign a four- 
year contract, along with his 
Ajax team-mate, the utility play- 
er Winston Bogarde. Details of 
Kluivert 's salary were not re- 
vealed, although £Z5m a year 
was the starting point. Milan, 
who wifi enjoy the services of 
both players for free, already 
have two other former members 
of the Ajax academy. Edgar 
Davids and Michael Reiziger. 
on their books. 

George Graham has penned 
a missive to the Football Asso- 
ciation after the midfielder Lee 
Bowyer aggravated an ankle in- 
jury playing for England Under- 
2 Is. The Leeds manager believes 
Bowyer - Britain’s costliest 
teenager when he left Charlton 
for £2*6m - should have spent 
this week having treatment at his 
club. The FA insisted he played 
against Italy, when he was in- 
jured in the first minute. 


“We are writing to the FA for 
their observations on what we 
see as a medical matter,” Gra- 
ham said. *T don't want to say 
too much but we do need clar- 
ification on the situation in 
case it arises in the future. 

Ronnie Whelan's future as 
manager of Southend United 
will be decided today. A lengthy 
board meeting was held yes- 
terday following the decision by 
the FA to charge Whelan with 
misconduct following an inci- 
dent at Manchester City last 
Saturday. Whelan is currently 
suspended by the First Division 
dub and his assistant, Theo Fo- 
ley, has already been dismissed. 

Bournemouth and MOlwaD 
are to have farther talks with the 
Football League after no firm 
conclusions about the future of 
the struggling Second Division 
elute were reached during a 
meeting with their representa- 
tives yesterday. 

Brighton yesterday lost their 
appeal against a two-point de- 
duction imposed by the FA for 
pitch invasions during the home 
game against Lincoln in October. 


South America 

Reports of Argentina's demise 
are, it seems, premature. After 
months of moaning from the 
critics, notably Diego Mara- 
dona, they produced their best 
petformanoe of the World Cup . 
qualifying campaign with an 
i-G away win in Colombia. 

It was a typically attritional 
Argentinian perfbanance.The 
goal arrived ete& and they de- 
fended their lead with dogged 
determination -:esperially af- 
ter having bad a man sent off 
jnst before hatf-time. 

Argentina also gained re- 
venge for one of their greatest 
humiliations: a 5-0 home defeat 
to Colombia In 1993l Wfednes~ - 
day's win, which silenced a 
crowd of 60,000 in. Barran^ 
quilla, also ended Colombia's 
unbeaten run in. the qualifying 
tournament 

; A bizarre mistake by goal- . 
keeper Farid Mondragon al- 
lowed Claudio Lopez to score 
the lOth-mimtte goal, which 
led to -Colombia's first home ; 
World Cup defeat in 12 years. 
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Mondragon thought that 
Lopez's loop-range ^sbo t Was 

^ obly to seei bouncie 
info foe net -Tflie ball had a 
strange spm .onit/’-he sa& - . 
.. The Argentina; , defender 
Eduardo Berizzo was sent off 
for . a 45th-mihute foul .while, 
nine mmuteS later. Cbknnbias 
Mauritio Serna missedapeual- 
ty to complete a bad day for. his ; 
sicks, for whom " Newcastle’s 
Faustino Asprilla was innocu- 
ous up front. , , , 

-Colombia have beenjoined 
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Struggling Diamonds lose their shine 


WEDNESDAY’S WORLD CUP RESULTS 


Letters sbouU be marked “Fa 
pifoUcation” and should turn 
tam daytime and owing pban 
numbers. They should be set 
to Sports Editor, The Inch 
pendent, 1 Canada Sqnan 
London EI4 5DL. They may b 
shortened for reasons of spao 


Nog-League notebook 

RUPERT METCALF 

When Rushden & Diamonds 
embarked on their debut season 
in the GM Vhuxhall Conference 
back in August, expectations 
were high. The wealthy North- 
amptonshire dub. who had paid 
a non -League record transfer 
fee of £85 JXJQ for the striker who 
had helped them secure the 
Beazer Homes League title last 


season, were widely tipped to 
compete for a second successive 
championship crown. 

Instead, Diamonds have 
been stuck, in a struggle against 
relegation and Carl Alford, 
thdr record-breaking purchase 
from Kettering, is on me trans- 
fer list. Alford's awful form 
has been only one of the prob- 
lems for Roger Ashby, Rush- 
den’s manager - he has also had 
to cope with an injury crisis. 

Fortunately for him, Ashby 


continues to enjoy the support 
of his chairman. Max Griggs, 
and, predictably, he has been 
busy in the transfer market to 
try to brighten Diamonds' for- 
tunes. Dover's David Leworthy, 
Slough’s Simon Stapleton and 
Kidderminster's Simeon Hod- 
son have all moved to Rushden 
in recent weeks. 

With only Bath City beneath 
them in the Conference table, 
Rushden are in trouble. They 
are in 2ist place with 25 points. 


just below four dubs - Hayes, 
Br Oms grave, Dover and Hali- 
fax - all on 28 points. 

Although Rush den's home 
form has been patchy, then- 
gates have held up well - this 
season's average crowd at Nene 
Park is 2,308. Tomorrow, 
though, they face a tough trip 
to second-placed Macclesfield, 
who are now just four points be- 
hind the leaders, Kidderminster 
Harriers, after Tuesday’s 4-0 
thrashing of Hednesford. 
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Magic man hampers Detroit's whizz 


sport 

TUigamala set 
to leave Wigan 



rtriMynajornyy union convert 
in 12 month*, with Vt’iiga 
Thkamata set to join Newcastle 
for £50Qy00a Jack Robinson, 
Ac Wigan chairman, met with 

the unseated player yesterday 

tod faifoer trite tre planned for 


Ashton is. too mudi<f„ 
nlist tn confidently prafc, 
Irish victim', but he 4 * 5 * * 
lo see another $ft jSJ 
undiluted eotKvturaujiQ- 
hc may lx*. but as Cork®, 
"For all his talk offasfc 
expression and the res.!; 
.very hot indeed on ie» 
bilily, both individual aj : 
tectivu. .After all the 
in against Wales, it wsdi: 
been crimin.il m inu.Ati 
lieve me. Brian would t 
made us feel like aiminfc 
wc done so.” 


the pressure of preparing for a 
new Rarmnla One season under 
the threatof agmhy verdict. He 
said: “Thedmge is vexy seri- 
ous, it's a criminal case, and we 
have to defend ourselves to the 
maximum; It is something I do 
ikx want on my record. We have 
to persuade die judge it is not 
an appropriate change. - 
• “B is quite a high profile sub- 
ject and the-triafis something 
I'm not looking forward to. If I 
was offered the opportunity of 
notgorn^thenldon'tseealot 
of point m being down there. 

£ It is not an ideal situation 
continuing to work with the tri- 
al coining up. The only way to 
deal with h is to put it in corn- 


team’s prospects of retammg 
their drive® and constructors’ 


son, both expect Jacques VU- 
leneuve to start with the edge 
over his new partner, Heinz- 
Harald Frentzeu. 

They are united, also, in tak- 
ing little regard of Michael 
Schumacher's assertion that his 
Ferrari will not be a champi- 
onship-winning car tins year: 
“He's always playing down bis 
chances and I don’t believe a 
word he says about that," 
Wfflxams said. 


Wefl’RveNafa 
- record hi Mi 


France 10 W»Z 
France 16 VHbS 
Franca? 14 Wbb: 
France 19 waief 
France 16 WatoS 
France 14 
France Ifi Wa- 
rrant* 31W3811 
France 36 Wttsl 
Fiance 26 WW* 
Franc* 21 

is teanbl® 


Woods put in shade 


Lucas EhraoHs equaJd^ fee 
course reoadwifo a trine under 
par 64 to snatch the spotlight 
from User Woods m the first 


round of the Australian Masters 
in Melbourne yesterday. 

Woods, who won the Bang- 
kok Classic in Thariand on Sun-" 
day, his fourth - tournament 
victory, since turning profes- 
sional last August, plundered 
the long holes at Hramngdale 
to finish five nnder par at 68 for 
a share of fifth place. The 
21-year-dd beavyhitting Amer- 
kambirdiedanfoOT par-fives on 
the par-73 course to die deGght 
of a largegalleiy , even though 
be orriy used his driver once. 

Plaisonsfedby one from a fel- 
low Anshrifiah, Peter O’Malley, 
after secatim six birdies on the 
front numbrinre baling bis sec- 
raid shot at fee 13tb for an eagle 


two, the highlight oflris round. 
Ffc approach dot landed on the 
green - and bounced about -six 
feet beyond -die frag but that 
spnnbackintothehal£.Theea- 
gte helped Paraons to match the 
comae zeoacd shared by another 
Australian, M3ce Clayton, and 
Bernhard Langen 

R onnie McCann, a South 
Afidcahboai American, tor* a 
two-stroke lead after the first 
round of the Dimension Data 
Pro-Am m Sun City yesterday, 
going round the Lost CSty 
course m a seven-under-par 65. 

McCann’s seven birdies put 
him two strokes clear of a group 
of trine players, fndndiiig Zim- 
babwe’s Nick Price and Italy’s 
Costantiho Roccaof Italy, who 
are sharing second spot. 

In stark contrast, the Euro- 
pean Ryder Cup captain Seve 
Ballesteros had a disastrous 82 
on his first outing of the year on 
the European rour. . . 



1 The Second Division onion 
chib want to complete the deal 
by next week to heat the 
Courage League signing dead- 
line. Wigan, reported to be 
£33mmdebc, sold Scott Quio- 
nefl to Richmond and Martin 
Offiah jointly to Bedford and 
London Broncos last summer, 
the savings on lucrative con- 
tracts being as important as the 
£600.000 transfer fees. 

Tbdgamala, 27. dcscrftwd his 
recent loan spell with Wkspe as 
"a breath of fresh air'* and a 
ooe-off appearance by the for- 
mer All Black against Ireland 
for ha native Western Samoa in 
Dublin rekindled his desire for 
mreraatianal rugbvonce more. 

He returned to Wigan at tire 
weeken d but fared poorly in the 
QnSeBge Cup defeat by St He- 
lens. The Wigan operations 


manager, David Bradshaw, 
said: “Inga has broader ambi- 
tions, encompassing interna- 
tknal rusty, and we are hoping 
to be able to satisfy those 
dreams while he .continues to 
play for Wigan. 

"The rharnmn is due to 
haw further talks with him to- 
morrow and we expect 10 re- 
solve the situation one way or 
the other m the next 24 hours. 

“If he is aih adamant that he 

wants to fulfil his ambitions efee- 
where, we wffl have to deal with 
that" 

Wigan are desperate to bait 
their decline, having conceded 
the cup and Super League dou- 
ble to rivals St Helens, but fi- 
nancial concerns may dictate 
their thinking. 

The Ibigunala deal is be- 
lieved tn be worth £lm, with 
Newcastle having to return the 
£180,000 Super League “loyal- 
ly” bonus and agree a three-year 
contract valued at around 
£300,000, 

Wigan would use the money 
to keep the Great Britain 
winger Jason Robinson at Cen- 
tral Park. He is due to take up 
a contract with the Australian 
Rugby League at the end of 
June. 


Goulding banned 


Mck Anderson of Orlando Magic trios to block 
Basketball Association game at AutoSrfr Hrtfc, R 


from Jerome Williams of the 


Detroit wotT96-87 


Pistons hi their National 


Photograph: John Hillery/Reuter 


DAVEHADRELD 


The St Helens scrum-half and 
captain, Bobbie Goulding, has 
been hammered with an eight- 
game suspension that means 
that his dub must try to reach 
Wembley without him. 

Goulding was sent off during 
last Saturday’s Silk Cm Chal- 
lenge Cup fourth-round victo- 
ry over wigan at Kn owsley 
Road for a high tackle on Neil 
Cowie. A disciplinary commit- 
tee meeting in Leeds yesterday 
took a dim view of both the 
tackle and Goulding’s previous 
record, hitting him with one of 
the heaviest bans imposed for 
fool play in recent times. 

Saints are considering an ap- 
peal and Goulding himself 
could only say: Tm devastated.” 

Should Saint* reach Wemb- 
ley, where they beat the Brad- 
find BuSs to win the Cup last 
year, Goulding win not be dear 
10 pfay until the week before the 
I final. 


His suspension also means 
that he will miss the early 
roundsof the Super League sea- 
son, leaving Saints, who nave no 

experienced specialist in the po- 

sitra with whom to replace him, 
in a real quandary. 

Goulding this week witfa- 
drewa transfer request and said 
that he wanted to stay with 
Saints, but this ban means that 
he will be doing so in a non- 
playing capacity undl the end of 
April. 

A League sub-committee is 
today considering whether oth- 
er players who joined the brawl 
after Goulding's tackle should 
also be punished. 

The Baxley prop, Steve WUk- 
er, has also treen heavily pun- 
ished for his sending-off in the 
tie against Paris St-Gennain. He 
has been suspended for six 
games. Castldord, another dub 
knocked out of the Cup at the 
weekend, are planning two 
friendlies against Wigan be- 
fore the start of the Super 
League season. 


Cash has to take his chances after defeat 


Tpnnto ' - 

JOHN ROBERTS 
reports from Dubai 

Treating us lo reminders of his 
subfime attacking style, Pat Cash 
came dose, but not dens enough, 
to diannatiag the fourth seed, 
Wtyne Ferreira, and earning a 
place in today’s quarter-finals of 
the Sim Dubai Open. 

The 3Lyear-ald former Wim- 
bledon c ha m pi on then packed 
his rackets and prepared to re- 
turn to London and his role as 


orphan of the toor, in Kmbo be- 
tween the current generation 
and the senior rircuil; unsure 
where his next match was com- 
ing from. 

Yesterday Cadi saved five 
match points before losing to 
Ferreira, the 1995 champion, 
3-6, 6-2, 7-5. The Australian de- 
pends nowadays on wild cards 
from generous promoeexs or has 
to rely cm his willpower to see 
him through tough pre-quali- 
fying events. His progress this 
week will raise his world rank- 
ing from 755 to around 570. 


“The public think I’ve been 
retired for awhile because I’ve 
been injured," Cash went on, ex- 
pressing disappointment about 
the perceived indifference 
shown towards him by the Aus- 
tralian tennis establishment. 

An heroic Davis Cup com- 
petitor during the 1980s, Cash 
was in Melbourne last month 
when the Australians were 
preparing to topple France, the 
holders, and is aggrieved at not 
bring asked to bit with the squad. 

“To say Tm being ignored by 
Tsnms Australia and the people 


who ran the Davis Cop team 
would be an understatement," he 
said. “It’s been that way pretty 
much since [John] Ncwcombe 
took over, but that’s par for the 
course, so Tm not surprised." 

Asked if be considered him- 
self welcomed more by the ten- 
nis fraternity in Britain, his 
adoptive home, Cash said: “I do, 
yes, which is sad. Fve been in- 
vited to hit with the British team 
and the British guys pretty 
much any time I want to. I've 
never been invited by Tfennis 
Australia to do anything at aB." 


Asked if he sympathised 
Cash, F er re ira said: “Any time 
he plays somebody else. I can’t 


he plays somebody else. I can’t 
afford U when he plays me. I 
think he’s lucky to be playing, 
and he should play to enjoy it, 
happy to be playing and not 
expecting too much?’ 

Ferreira, unhappy with his 
own form even though he had 
helped South Africa reach the 
quarter-finals of the Davis Gup 
by defeating Russia in Durban 
last weekend, trailed Cash 0-5 af- 
ter 18 minutes of the opening set 
before puffing his game together. 


• In the deciding set. Cash 
survived a fraught second game 
and then failed to convert any 
of four break points in the 
third game. Having saved the 
first match point with a stop vol- 
ley at 4-5, Cadi wastod two op- 
portunities to crack Ferreira in 
the ll&game.F«rcira held for 
5-6 when Cadi mis-hit backhand 
across on game point. The Aus- 
tralian’s tenacity denied Ferreira 
four more match paints on the 
12th game before a mis-hit 
high backhand volley ended 
his tournament. 


] n fOrn Winning start for Australia 


SPORTING DIGEST 
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Crtch * t Australia were given a fine 

- . . mu - - - - start - of 124 their openers, 

Ml the top fnj nff^L Australia opened their tanr of Matthew Hayden and Matthew 

four qualm 1 .. pyra* South Africa on winning note EJBol Hayden made 60 from 65 
pjUTiguay. wli- ' - despite a brilliant 133 off 121 balls with five fixns and two sires, 

home .-Hid i* w \ ' . jiffcjrf deliveries by Neil McKenzie while Elliot hit 91 off 106 balls 
Itians on ^ yesterday. whir four fours and four sixes. 

The touring team beat a ran- Mark Tfykx declared at 284 

hire of up-and-coming and re- for 6, mid Austrafia seemed well 


The touring team beat a am- 
hire of np-and-coming and re- 
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SNOW REPORT - in association witn Thomas Cook Ski Direct 


TODAYS 

FIXTURES 





7 JO unto stated 


P rw ri f Dtvttton BohemWtt v CotK Cay: 
Dundak vst pkh* 1 * Atwedc ShmnocH 


FBCKJORi B<«riflon3 v SwJthamptofv. 


Rn^ty Union 

7-30 unless sand 


flmoa A vBmfgqf WWm 

(mPmttjaa) 

m<amlAvBq0MMlA(23O9 

fttDon&yoQKDtiVki) 

UNDQK21 HTHHUI10NAL5: Fiance v 
Wate(8J«(KSndBCofamt»s.FWtsV:ke. 
land » Engtard (3.0) far GisyjiDrwV. 
KXn MHDfcBedbtdv South Watt Dto- 
triotKSAl (745k 

ANGUO-WELSH Saeomf DMtJon Com- 
jwtWan Gnv A: MKS»g v Wcrtnond 






24 

8: 

23 

5: 

28 

2 : 

28 

s: 

28 

s: 

29 

s: 

31 

63 








ON WEDNESDAY IT WAS THEM. 

Drew dote: 12/2/97. The winning numbers: S, i<4, 23, 29, M, AS. Bonus number: 47. 

Total Sales: £29.707,786. Prize Fund: £19.477,343 [45% of ticket sales plus £6.108340 Superdram funding). 
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Ashton great 

How the Irish have taken to their 
new coach, page 26 
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Case for concern 

Frank Williams’ fears over 
Senna trial, page 27 


England must put in hard work 



Glenn Moore says Glenn 
Hoddle undermined his 
World Cup campaign by 
making too many changes 


i 


con 

ith 


i t is the biggest word in the 
football lexicon, bigger 
than catenaccio, bigger 
than Niki Papavasiliou, the 
Cypriot who gave Newcastle's 
shirt-siendller nightmares. 
The word is “iP* and, like 
many a beaten manager, 
Glenn Hoddle was resorting to 
it in the aftermath of Wednes- 
day night's defeat to Italy. 

“If that had gone in, it 
would be a different story," be 
said in reference to Matt Le 
Tissier’s wayward 41st-minute 
header. Morning glory? Def- 
initely maybe. 

Unfortunately for Hoddle 
the difference between taking 
and missin g chances is usual- 
ly what matters at this ratified 
level, as Gianfranco Zola 
showed. Not that Italy’s fin- 
ishing was quite as good as 
Hoddle suggested. “They had 
one shot at goal and it went 
in," he bemoaned. That over- 
looks one excellent save by Ian 
Walker from Zola, a bad miss 
by the Chelsea striker, and two 
opportunities wasted by Dino 
Baggio. Five clear chances - 
more than England, for all 

their huffing and puffing, snap- 
shots and cheap shots, creat- 
ed all night. Punch-drunk 
Angelo Peruzzi made Eng- 
land appear more dangerous 
than they were. 

Hoddle sought to justify Le 
Tisrier’s inclusion by saying: “It 
is not a gamble when you feel 
the gftmff is going to be tight 
and the door might need to be 
unlocked. Le ussier, with his 
talent, could do that. 1 ’ 

So why, if he is so sure of Le 
Tissier’s ability, did he not play 
him eadier? As Scotland found 
on Tuesday night, even the 
lesser international defences 
need unpicking. Le Thsier and 
Shearer may have played to- 
gether for Southampton but no 
one would have suspected it on 
the strength of their previous 
joint-outings with England, in- 
cluding a full 90 minutes 
against Romania in late 1994. 

The pair were like strangers 
in the dark- exchanging bare- 
ly a handful of passes all night. 
Hoddle admitted as much af- 
terwards. Oddly. Shearer did 


invofved twice as often in an 
hour as Zola was in 90 minutes, 
but that reflected England’s 
dominance of possession. Un- 
like Le Ussier. Zola never 


attempt to find Le Tissier ear- 
ly in the second period when 
he would usually shoot A 


e second period when 


waste, as Le Tissier was beat- 
en to the ball. 

That happened too often. 
PCs mental anticipation was as 
slow as his physical acceleration. 
Unused to the wiles and guiles 
of Italian defenders, he was 
beaten to the ball seven times 
and just as frequently balked. 
More unexpectedly his passing 
lost possession (10 times) as of- 
ten as it retained it True, be was 


off the ball, or harrying de- 
fenders who were on it • 

The Saint tried but an early 
incident betrayed him a mis- 
understanding meant he mis- 
read a Graeme Le Saux pass 
down the line. Angelo Di Liv- 
io went to collect and Le 
Tissier’s shoulders slumped. 
Then, as he turned to mooch 
upfield, he suddenly straight- 
ened^ if remembering an in- 
struction, and rushed Di Livio. 
The Italian, surprised 
canoooned his clearance mtoLe 
Tissier and was Incky to escape 
withagoal-kick. An admirable 
effort, but neither automatic nor 
often repeated Perhaps if he 
played for a dub where he was 

less indulged it would be - be 
needs the example Gianluca 
Viaflj would set, 

Italy worked like metro- 
nomes. Cesare Maidini had 
reason to be grate fill for this 
undervalued legacy from Ar- 
rigio Sacchi: it led to die goal 

It began with David Beck- 
ham midway in the Italian 
hall Pressed by Paolo Maidi- 
ni, he passed to Gary Neville 
who, confronted by Pierluigi 
r»Kiraghi, moved the ball on 
to Sol Campbell. Zola closed 
him down and the ball went 
back, less accurately. Caqmghi 
who had already clattered 
Neville, rushed in and the de- 
fender had to hit hopefully for- 
ward. The ball was collected by 
Fabio Cannavaro and, nine un- 
pressurised passes later, Ales- 
sandro Costacurta picked out 
Zola's run. 

An exception? No. Re- 
member Casiraghi forcing Ian 
bilker to hit a hurried second- 
half clearance? That led, 14 
passes later, to Baggio running 
on to Demetrio A) be rum's 
pass and chipping over. “Good 
players working hard," as 
George Graham once said of 
Milan, “that’s their secret." 

Apart from the virtues of 
hard work, which comes nat- 
urally to most English players, 
what else can be learned from 
Italy? Not to make too many 
changes, for one. Despite the 
new coach, their side had sev- 
en survivors from the one 
which drew with Germany in 
Euro96, England had four. 

Injuries enforced several 
but the dropping of Gareth 
Southgate was curious. "I felt 
his fitness level had not re- 
covered since his injury.” Hod- 
dle said. 

The midfield four was solid 
but there was a lack of drive in 


Greg Rusedski oaflnmcffffire- 
cent winning run with 

fortable straight-sefe 

.over Alejandro Hen 
the first round of -the 

Open in California. 

The British No 







in the ATP world rankings 
lier this week aftearhis appear 
anceiii the final (A&eOoatim 
indoor champfonship,;._was 
rarefy troubled by fife Mexican 
ODDonent and won £-3, 6-4 


nia could see Rusedski, wfco (a 
seeded No 7 in San lose,- rise 
above his highest-ever world 
ranking of 33, which he_ 
achieved in January last year. 

Rusedski later tasted farther 
success in foe first round of the 


Alessandro Costacurta celebrates, Alan Shearer suffers as the final whistle blows at Wembley on Wednesday Photograph: David Ashdown 


ing partner. Ales 
Theyrecordedastrato-setsvi&. 
tory over Sweden’s David Eke-: 
rot and foe American . Jeff 
Thrango, winning 7-5, 6-3, . i 

Steffi Graf, who has been • 
troubled by a knee injury, has - 
withdrawn from next week^ 
WTA tournament in Hanover 
and may also-miss Germany's - 
Fed Cup match against . Or •- 
Czech Republic nest month. ; 

“I very much regret that 
can’t play in Hanover, but! have 
to first allow the injury that ap* 
peared in Tbkyo to heal com- 
pletely,” Graf said. 

Graf, who has been forced to ■ 
stop all t raining , had to with- 
draw from the Tbray Pan Pacific 
Open two weeks ago because of : 
a severely-aggravated patella - 
tendon of the left knee, at the 
bottom front of foe kneecap. 
She saw her doctor in Heidel- 
berg yesterday. . 

The knee problem first trou- 
bled Graf in Junewhfleshewas 
preparing for Wimbledon. fit*. 


the centre, with Le lisaer too 
static and McManaman easily 
shackled. It meant Shearer was 
left isolated. Les Ferdinand did 
not appear to be the answer, he 
was even less involved than Le 
Tissier and his arrival made 
England as predictable as Scot- 
land wre when lumping foe ball 

at Duncan Ferguson. 

Teddy Sheringham is injured 
and Nick Bannby out of form but 
Merson, mobile, strong, quick to 
shoot and in rich form, should 
have played. Paul Gascoigne? 
England need his guile, but has 
be foe le$£ or the discipline? 

It was England’s first defeat 
in 36 home World Cap match- 
es and their secraid defeat of any 
kind in 29 games. That the oth- 
er Joss was against Brazil, in June 
1995, underlines England’s con- 
tinued failure to overcome the 
very best - against the leading 
quartet of Argentina, Brazil, 
Germany and Italy they have 


only won once in 10 years and 
16 matches (and only then be- 
cause Stuart Pearce's goal-line 
handball against Brazil in 1990 
was not spoiled). Fortunately 
Englan d have a better record 
against Poland, and will be de- 
fending a 24-year eight-game un- 
beaten record when they travel 
to Katowice in May for what has 
become a key game - simply to 
make sure of coming second in 
the group, and thus gaining, at 
least, a play-off place. 

Before then, England must 
beat Moldova at borne in April. 


Italy full of pride and passion 


Italy was a place full of pride 


yesterday - the day after their 
football team’s 1-0 win over 
England in a World Cup qual- 
ifier at Wembley. 

“Historic victory at Wanb? 
ley," declared the Tuttosport 
daily newspaper. “Now we are 
the lions." Its headline “Zola 
genio, Italia si" needed no 
translating. Gianfranco Zola, 
the diminutive Sardinian who 
scored Italy’s winner and who 
is all too familiar to Fjgfeh fans 
as a Chelsea striker, was the 
toast of the nation. 

“It’s Zola, it’s Italy," said foe 
GazzatadeBo Sport, above a pic- 
ture of the jubilant player twist- 
ing away from goal with a finger 
raised. “Wembley is ours.” . 

The hard-fought win made 
Italy the first team to beat Eng- 


First up is a friendly, against 
Mexico. While Hoddle is right 


to welcome a first chance at ex- 
perimenting without risk, Eng- 
land are unlikely to derive mum 
benefit. More interesting will be 
foe attendance, anything less 
than 40,000 will suggest 
Hoddle’s honeymoon period is 
truly over. 

World Cup results, page 26 


land at home in a World Cup 
qualifier. Most Italians assumed 
a place in foe 1998 finals was 
now assured. . . 

The new coach, Cesare Mai- 
ding received many tributes. 
victory Italian style," said Tut- 
tosport. “Cesare Maidini, 24 


p, leads an Italian team in tak- 
ing Wembley by storm.” Italy 
have beaten England may times 
in the past but the only previ- 
ous occasion they have done so 
in England, was in November 
1973, when they again won 1-0 
at Wembley. That team was 
coached by Valcareggi, and the 
goal scored by Eabio Capello, 
now Real Madrid's coach. 

Wednesday’s win seemed to 
have released years of pent-up 
frustration among Italian fens. 


“It was an heroic undertak- 
ing,” said Luciano Nizzola, the 
newly-appointed head of the 
Italian football federation and 
the man who gave Maidini his 
job late last year. 

After yeais of stinging criti- 
cism and lacklustre perfor- 
mances under Airigo Sacchi, 
foe cautious coach who led 
Italy to the 1994 World Cup fi- 
nal and yet whose team rarefy 
produced entertaining football, 
foe performance at Wembley 
proved cathartic. 

The players were the same 
but a new spirit was detected in 
their performance. “It is as if the 
new national team, teaming its 
old memory, had wiped out in 
just 90 minutes all of the most 
recent displays under Sacchi,” 
Tuttosport said. 


draw in the semi-finals at Leip4 
zig because of it • . 1 • 

The German’*, appearance 
in the Fed Cup match early nes| 
month dependson foe results or . 
aixrtber examination next weeki 
A spokesman for Graf sakE ~ 
“What’s impo rt a nt is that Steffi • 
is completely healfly and can ap- 




to urnam ents this year. ■. 

Britain ^guaranteed a finalis t 
in foe LEA women’s satellite 
event in Birmingham, with 
Shirfi-Ann Siddall and Lude 
Ahl meeting in the semi-finals 
today. In yesterday's quarter-fi- 
nals Siddall thrashed. Karea 
Cross 6-1, 6-2 and Ahl defeat- 
ed the na tio nal junior champi- 
on, Louise Latimer, 6-4, fri. Jit 
tbe other semi-finaim Britain’s 


Claire Thylor faces Thtiana 
Foutchek from Belarus. : 1 
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Ashton pledges warm 
welcome for England 


Rugby Union 

CHRIS HEWETT 
reports from Dublin 


ACROSS 

I Hint recalled by her playing 
card-game (6) 

4 Rank organised by military 

leader (6) 

10 Telegenic carl broadcast 
about political event (7. 8) 

I I Interrogate old King badly (5) 

12 Correspondent’s enclosure 
taking a day to finish (9) 

13 Songs expression of sum rise 
about rejection of benefit (6) 

15 King is imprisoning a Queen 
and Emperor (61 

16 Believe Church nas little 


24 One Biblical vessel found 
round about a place in 
TUrkey (6) 

25 Count Dracula's heart is after 
no end ofgprc (6) 


16 Believe Church has little 
power in performance (6) 

IS First to hide in dark-coloured 
boaL.. (6) 

21 _ usually at sea? (2, 3. 4) 

22 Man getting rid of it or man 
holding on to it? (5) 

23 TK’ndy place ahead of the 
rest, giving reasons for taking 
it easy (8/3. 4) 


DOWN 

1 English period provides inter- 
est (6) 

2 Pain in the neck about name 
involved in surprising defec- 
tion - but it’s a bluff! ( 10, 5) 

3 Country sport beginning to 
ruin a student (5) 

5 There’s agreement in taking 
in nothing from this instru- 
ment (9) 

6 Source of garbled statements 
(in which sec Press misled) 
(7,8) 

7 Make bare or clothe? (6) 

8 Being elusive is insolent (6) 

9 Board having place for col- 
lege scientist (6) 



Brian Ashton’s purist approach 
to rugby is beginning to rub off 
on the Irish. The eternal un- 
derdog are not simply promis- 
ing chaos when they go 
toe-to-toe with England in 
Dublin tomorrow, they are 
promising “pur chaos." 

At least, that is how they in- 
tend to start. “It would be re- 
miss of us not to give England 
a traditional fire and fury wel- 
come," grinned Ashton, four 
weeks into his post as Ireland’s 
coaching adviser and enjoying 
every minute of iL By way of 
emphasis, his view was backed 


by Jim Staples, the captain. “I 

think well look to make the first 

few minutes a bit lively, " he 
said. 

Away from the role-playing, 
however, both Ashton and Sta- 
ples were at pains to point out 
that Ireland were in a position 


to play some serious rugby as 
well as play the mayhem card. 

Ashton said: “We've looked 
very closely at the England side 
- 1 know many of them quite in- 
timately from my days at Bath 
and with two thirds of foe Irish 
team playing their dub rugby in 
the Courage League, foe play- 
ers know even more about their 
opponents than I do, but we have 
not paid them any greater at- 
tention than we paid the French 
or the White. Quite honestly, Tm 
more interested in the rugby we 
bring to the table ourselves. 

“We’ve seen two England 
teams of late: foe one that 
struggled to beat Argentina be- 
fore Christinas and the one 
that turned it on in the second 
half against the Scots a fortnight 
ago. On that occasion, they 
showed the rugby of which they 
are capable if you let them play, 
but I would say now that the 
Irish are well able to prodace 
something of similar qualify." 

The Irish t raine d fn I itriffffrV 
yesterday and their entire squad 


was given a dean bill of beafth. 
David Corkety, the blind-side; 
flanker from Bristol, and 
Jonathan Bell, Northampton^ 
gifted centre, both play tomor- 
row after recovering from hand 
and rib injuries respectively. 
Nick Poppiewell, the most ex- 
perienced forward in the home 
pack, has seen off a pulled 
hamstring and takes his place in 
the front row while Paddy 
Johns, foe in-form lock from 
Saracens, showed no ill effects 
from a head wound suffered in 
training on Monday. 

Wales will owe a huge debt 
to their centre Allan Bateman 
if they tear up the form book by 
beating France in Paris tomor- 
row. Bateman misted the defeat 
against Ireland, having undej-. 
gone, knee cartilage:- surgery 
and his absence confinriedjust 
how much Wfcles nee^l hnn. ’- . 

“Allan’s return hasgwen .ns 
a great boost," the Scruiri-half;. 
Robert Hawley, said. “We" 
miss ed his variation." 

Price right is 75, page 26 


14 Raring to go? See Eve rare 
and go, possibly (9) 

17 Radio’s an oppressive thing a 
short vard away (6) 

15 Signify what’s not found in 
river? (6) 

19 Playing it safe in celebration 

20 Successful student half -sees 
exam results (6) 

22 Comment suggesting seeing 
isn’t believing? (2, 3) 


Prost acquires Ligier FI team 


Motor racing 
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.Alain Prost, France's former 
quadruple world champion, 
has bought foe Formula One 
team, Ligier, after he agreed a 
contract with Peugeot to use its 
engines from 1998. The deal 
was struck after Eddie Jordan, 
whose team have a contract 
with Peugeot, gave up his 
agreement. The new set-up, 
which will be named after 
Prost, will be officially unveiled 
today. 

Max Mosley, the head of the 


sport’s governing body, the 
FIA. and Bemie Ecdestone, the 
vice-chairman, were both teen 
to see the team line upon the 
grid for the first Grand Prix of 
the season in Australia in 
March. 

The team wiD bear the name 
Prosi-Magen-Honda for the 
1997 season until the Feugeot 
agreement begins at the start of 
the following year. However, 
Jordan, realising that a Ligier 
team headed by Prost, 41, 
would be a threat to a new con- 
tract with Peugeot, held out, de- 
spite all the other teams having 


given their assent to Frost’s 
acquisition, which required a 
unanimo us vote for foe change 
to go ahead. 

Prosfs compatriot Olivier 
Pams, the winner oflast season’s 
Monaco Grand Prix, and Shin- 
ji Nakano, of Japan, will be the 
team’s drivers next season. 

Peugeot have supplied en- 
gines to Jordan for the past 
three years, gaining their best 
result when Rubens Bamchel- 
lo, of Brazil, and Eddie Irvine 
finished second and food, re- •' 
spectivefy in foe 1995 Canadi- 
an Grand Prix. 
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